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PREFACE. 


These  Speeches  are  published  at  the  request  of  a 
iimnher  of  the  Manufacturers  in  Pittsburgh — as  ivell, 
in  testimony  of  personal  attachment  to  their  townsman 
and  representative  as  to  circulate  in  a  more  conve- 
nient and  durable  form,  his  reasoning  on  a  question 
which  concerns  them  and  the  country. 

These  speeches  are  considered  to  he  puhlic  proper- 
ty— this  publication  has  therefore^  been  made  without 

consulting  the  author. 

In  accompanying  them  with  the  Speech  of  Mr.  Clay, 

the  cause  of  Domestic  Industry  is  presented  to  the 

public  in  a  still  more  interesting  and  popular  light  : 

He  teas  the  earliest  advocate  of  equal  protection  on 

the  floor  of  the  House,  and  it  was  one  of  the  last  great 

mibjects  ivhich  employed  his  zeal  and  his  eloquence. 


SPEECH  OF  MR.  BALDWIN, 

IN  FAVOUR  OF  THE  NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

In  presenting  this  bill  to  the  consideration  of  iim 
house,  it  is  proper  that  the  views  of  the  committee  oIL. 
manufactures  be  fully  explained.  The  task  assigned 
to  them  has  been  one  of  no  ordinary  interest;  the  sub- 
jects on  which  it  has  been  their  duty  to  act,  may  have 
an  important  bearing  on  the  whole  internal  policy  of 
this  government  ;  and  the  measures  recommended  are 
such  as,  in  their  opinion,  will  essentially  benefit  the 
nation.  In  maturing  them,  the  committee  have  not 
as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetss,  (Mr,  Fuller,) 
seemed  to  think  considered  themselves  a  private  com- 
mittee, acting  on  the  private  petitions  of  individuals, 
who  sought  support  and  encouragement  from  govern- 
ment at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  nation — or  ex- 
amined the  petitions  or  statements  of  manufacturers 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  their  establish- 
ments are  productive  or  losing.  Their  interest  has 
not  been  a  leading  motive  in  our  minds ;  it  was  of  lit- 
tle importance  to  us  ;  and  if  this  bill,  either  in  its  gen- 
eral principles  or  its  details,  cannot  be  supported  on 
national  principles,  we  are  willing  that  it  should  fall, 
and  that  its  fate  shall  be  ours.  VV'e  have  thought  that 
this  nation  can  never  be  flourishing  or  indepeudent, 
unless  it  can  supply  from  its  own  resources,  its  food, 
its  clothing,  and  the  means  of  defence  ;  that  to  be  de- 
dependent  on  foreigu  nations  for  the  articles  essential 
for  these  purposes,  is  inconsistent  with  true  policy — 
and  that  the  system  which  has  entailed  on  us  this  de- 
pendence, must  be  radically  changed.  In  a  matter 
which  involved  so  many  interests,  Ave  found  many 
embarrassments  ;  among  not  the  least  of  them,  those 
which  arose  from  the  duties  assigned  to  tlie  dif- 
ferent committees   of  this  house.     The  committee  of 
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manufactures  was  a  new  one  ;  its  powers  and  duties 
were  undefined  by  any  rule  ;  the  various  subjects  re- 
feiTed  io  them  related  as  well  to  the  revenue  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  as  its  manufactures.     It  was 
our  wish  tliat  each  committee   should  act  on  its  ap- 
propriate subjects,  not  to  encroach  on  the  jurisdiction 
of  either,  and  it  was  our  first  intention  to  have  report- 
ed a  bill  which  should  have  related  only  to  the  nian- 
lifactiu'cs  of  the  country.     But  the   house  will  recol- 
lect that,  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  session,  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury to  report  t!ie  effect  on  the  revenue  of  a  prohibition 
of  woolens,  cottons  and  iron  ;  that  his  reply  was,  that 
an  increase  of  duty  on  those  articles  would  impair  the 
revenue  and  tend  to  introduce  smuggling.     This  was 
a  subject  on  which  we  knew  the  house  was  sensitive,— 
a  deficit  in  the   receipts   of  this  year  of  five  millions, 
had  been  officially   announced  by  the  treasury  :  the 
comojittee  of  ways  and  means  had  reported   no,  bill, 
liad  recommended  no  means  of  filling  the  treasury,  and 
to  our  repeated  calls,  had  answered  that  none  would 
be  adopted  by  them.     You  now  find  that  the  result  of 
all  their  deliberations  have  ended  in  the  bill  now  on 
your  table,  authorising  a  loan  of  four   millions ;  two 
directly,  and  two  from  the  sinking  fund,  to   meet  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  year.     I  did  not  approve  of 
the  resolution  wliich  liad  thus  called  on  the  secretary 
of  t!ie  treasury  to   take  a  part  in  this  great  national 
controversy,  and  thought  it  not  right  in  gentlemen  to 
call  in  tlie'iniiuenceof  that  department,  against  a  large 
portion  of  the  nation,   strugling  against   what    they 
conceived  to  be  the  indiiTerence  of  our  own,  and  the 
efforts   of  foreign   governments.     I'o   have  framed    a 
bill  confined  to^the  sole  object  of  promoting  the  manu- 
factures of  this  nation,   by  imposing  a  high   duty  on 
those  of  others,  the  eilect  of  whicli  would  have  been 
scill  further  to  diminish  a  revenue  already  incompetent 
io  cur  ordinary   <^::pcnscs,  ^vould  have   thrown  us  m 
the  way  of  the  very  difficulty  which  gentlemen  had  so 
eavlv  forosiicn.  s?o  carcfiilly  provided,  the  cry  of  rev- 
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cnue,  the  treasury,  and   sraugliug,    wooM  !jav^  efeci- 
uallj  defeated  all  our  projecis.      Tliere   was  no  othei- 
committee  disposed   to  act   in  concert  witii  iis  :    left 
alone,  the  treasury  report  against  an  increase  cf  duties ; 
the  treasury  itself  empty  ;  the  committee  of  ways  aud 
means  unwilling  to  assist  in  filling  it;;  mid  yel  called 
upon  by  the  petitions  of  thousands  of  iuilividiials  to  do 
something  to  protect  the   industry  of  tlie  uatiou,  the 
committee  had  no  alternative  but  to  abandnu,  subjeclt» 
certain  destruction,  the  great  interest  conSiled  lo  tbeir 
care,  or  to  go  to  the  extent  of  their  jurisdlctiony  aud  re- 
port a  system  of  which,  while  it  would  not  iMJiire  the 
commerce,  should  aid  the  revenue  and  save  lie  m&u- 
ufacturers  of  our  country.     In  recommeHdiog  a  gener- 
al revision  of  the  existing  tariff,  we  are  sensible  of  be- 
ing exposed  to  the  imputation  of  encroaciiieg  on  th& 
province  of  other  committees  ;  but  asj  ihej  iiave  de- 
clined or  refused  to  act,  I  hope  no  obJEciioas  on  this 
score  will  come  from  them.     From  the  lioase  I  antici- 
pate none — confident  in  the  hope  that  thej  will  eaqolre, 
not  so  much  from  what  committee  this  bill  emanaled. 
as   whether  its   provisions  will  promote  tise   general 
welfare.     And  if,  in  the  opinion    of  tlie  iioiise,  this 
measure  is  called  for  by  the  distresses  of  Ihe  coniitry — 
if  it  will  tend  to  their  relief,  and  to  restsrc  ths  nation 
to  its  former  prosperity — if  it  is  essential  tisat  siicli  eji- 
couragement  should  ever  be  given  to  uatioMal  iadisstrj 
as  will  enable  us  to  supply  the  articles  of  our  own  cosr- 
sumption — you  have  the  authority  of  the  secreiarjof 
the  treasury  for  saying  this  is   the  proper  iime.     iii 
his  annual  report  on  the  finances,   he  tells  jmi  ihln  m 
the  most  explicit  language  ;  he  tells  j&Uj,  tao^  tlial 
your  present  revenue  is  insufficient,  you  most  itscrease 
it   or  diminish  your  expenditure.     This  is  a  ti  r^e  of 
profound  peace,  when  our  expenses  are  those  only  of 
an  ordinary  peace  establisliraent ;  no  natiosal  caiaiuity 
has  befallen  us — yet  a  loan  is  necessary  foi-  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  a  larger  one  will  be  rcf|uired  for  the 
next.     When  a  system  of  revenue  has  thus  complete- 
}y  failed,  and  from  the  operation  of  plain  aiid  natural 
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causesj  when  \vc  cannot  flatter  ourselves  that,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  it  can  become  better,  but 
are  certain  that  it  must  become  worse,  it  is  time  to  look 
to  our  situation  and  retrace  our  error.  It  is  an  un- 
pleasant duty  in  any  committee  to  be  obliged  to  ex- 
amine existing  systems  and  recommend  a  change  ;  but 
it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  the  nation  which  relies 
for  the  means  of  paying  its  expenses  solely  on  imposts, 
must  encourage  the  importation  and  not  the  manufac- 
ture, of  its  articles  of  consumption  :  While  this  is  its 
policy,  its  internal  industry  must  be  confined  to  arti- 
cles, to  pay  for  foreign  fabrics  which  are  imported ; 
with  importations,  revenue  must  diminish  ;  this  has 
hQQ,\\  the  reason  why  all  attempts  to  proDiote  our  own 
manufactures  have  hitherto  failed,  now  the  system 
must  be  changed ;  you  must  either  make  perpetual 
loans,  or  open  new  sources  of  revenue,  by  giving  a 
mw  turn  to  the  labour  of  the  nation.  At  all  events,  I 
beg  gentlemea  to  consider  that,  to  me,  the  danger  to 
the  treasury  is  no  answer  to  this  bill,  if  it  is  empty,  it 
is  not  my  fault,  two  short  years  since,  I  was  in  the 
proud  minority  pf  five  that  opposed  the  repeal  of  those 
taxes  which,  if  continued,  would  have  given  you  an 
abundant  revenue  :  if,  in  their  abolition,  the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures  has  been  retarded,  let  no  in- 
consistency becharged  upon  me  ;  if  the  system  has  fail- 
e_d,  it  is  not  because  it  has  not  had  its  full  and  fair  op* 
eration,  but  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  present 
situation  of  this  country  and  Europe.  You  may  resort 
to  temporary  expedients  ;  but  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try v.'ill  not  consent  to  a  continual  accumulation  of 
debt,  in  order  to  protract  a  system  which  can  alone 
Ileal  the  general  distress ;  what  must  be  done,  should 
be  done  soon.  The  able  and  intelligent  ofliicer  at  the 
lH\id  of  your  finances,  tells  you  this  is  the  time  :  and  I 
tell  you,  that  you  may  as  well  avoid  the  approaches  of 
old  age  or  the  stroke  of  death,  as  a  change  in  your  finan- 
cial system.  You  must  not  wait  till  the  voice  of  the 
people  calls  for  it  in  language  which  you  cannot  resist, 
and  when  thernvnlsion  will  be  so  sudden  as  to  shake 
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to  its  foundation  the  system  to  which  gentlemen  now 
cling  so  eagerly.  If  this  miserable  system  of  impost^ 
as  the  exclusive  source  of  revenue,  is  necessary  for  the 
support  of  commerce — if  the  internal  industry  of  the 
country  is  to  he  checked  and  protracted  till  public 
opinion  demands  the  change,  let  gentlemen  beware 
lest  all  parts  of  the  system  go  together  :  Those  who 
now  complain  that  the  committee  of  manufactures  pro- 
pose too  much,  will,  when  that  day  arrives,  (and  come 
it  must)  regret  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  whicli  propo- 
poses  ja.  change — gradual,  but  necessary  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  In  proposing  it,  the  committee 
are  aware  that  from  one  side  of  the  house  we  shall  be 
assaiWl  with  the  cry  of — "you  will  ruin  commerce  ;" 
from  the  other,  agriculture  ;  and  from  all,  smuggling 
and  revenue.  In  telling  us  that  commerce  supports 
the  government  and  furnishes  its  revenues,  gentlemen 
do  not  know  that  the  consumer  of  foreign  goods,  and 
not  the  foreigner  or  importer,  pays  the  impost.  The 
consumption  of  foreign  produce,  and  not  its  importa- 
tion, is  the  source  of  the  revenue,  a  kind  of  taxation 
the  more  oppressive  on  the  people,  because  by  employ- 
ing the  merchant  or  collector,  the  consumer  pays  not 
only  the  amount  of  duties,  but  the  accumulated  profits 
of  all  the  merchants  through  whose  hands  the  article 
passes,  from  the  custom  house  to  the  consumer.  If 
the  commitee  are  censured  for  speaking  thus  plainly  of 
a  system  on  which  this  government  has  hitherto  rested 
for  its  support,  thehouse  must  recollect  that  at  its  organ- 
ization, impost  was  only  one,  not  the  exclusive  source 
of  revenue.  As  soon  as  the  debts  of  the  revolution 
were  assumed  by  the  new  congress,  a  sj'^stem  of  excise 
and  internal  taxation  was  resorted  to  as  a  permanent 
means  of  paying  the  interest  of  the  national  debt  ; — • 
During  the  administration  of  general  Washington  and 
his  immediate  successor,  an  excise  on  spirits,  snuff, 
and  snuff-mills,  duties  on  refined  sugar,  licences  to 
retailers,  carriages,  auctions,  a  stamp  act  and  land  tax 
were  imposed.  And  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  in  tlie 
preamble  to  the  act  for  laying  an  impost,  the  encour- 
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agement  of  domestic  manufactures  was  one  of  the  avovr- 
ed  objects  of  the  law.     This  was  the  revenue  system 
of  the  founders  of  our  government ;  we  do  not  attack> 
but  rest  upon  it ;  it  is  the  only  one  on  which  this  na- 
tion can  rely  for  permanent  protection  in  a  time  of  Eu- 
ropean  peace ;  we  must  recur  to  it,  unless  anothet 
great  convulsion  should  again  derange  all  the  institu- 
tions of  the  civilized  world.     The  policy  of  this  gov- 
ernment was  changed,  not  because  it  was  found  unwise 
but  because  the  continuance  of  the  war  in  Europe  ren- 
dered it  unnecessary  ;  then  other  nations  wanted  our 
provisions ;  their  price  was  such  that  the  labour  of 
this  country  was  diverted  from  its  natural  course  ;  in- 
stead of  making,  wg  imported  articles  of  consumption ; 
the  impost  was  found  sufficient  for  all  our  wants.    But 
in  the  change  of  events,  Europe  can  now  feed  herself  ; 
compete  with  us  in  other  markets  for  our  provisions  : 
those  nations  from  whom  we  import  the  most,  now  re- 
fuse to  receive  our  produce  at  any  price.     Thus  there 
has  been  a  radical  change  in  those  relations  with  other 
nations,  which  gave  the  turn  to  our  national  industry  : 
a  wise  legislature  will  and  must  shape  its  internal  pol- 
icy to  meet  the  changes  which  make  a  revision  ueces* 
sary.     The  present  is  not  a  forced,  but  the  natural 
and  settled  state  of  this  country.     The  events  of  the 
last  thirty  years  have  been  unpuaralleled  in  history — - 
we  must  not  expect  their  recurrence  at  least  in  our  time ; 
it  requires  no  reasoning  to  prove  that  measures  calcu- 
lated on  a  general  war  in  Europe,  will  not  suit  a  gen- 
eral peace  ; — they  must  and  will  be  controlled  by  cir- 
cumstances :  we  must  look  to  facts,  and  profit  by  ex- 
perience ;  effects   will  flow  from  causes;  they  cannot 
be  averted  or  avoided ;  we  must  meet  them  sooner  or 
later.     And  it  is  best  not  to  attempt  to  conceal  from 
ourselves  or  the  nation,  the  necessity  of  coming  back 
to  the  original  system  on  which  this  government  first 
commenced  its  operation. 

In  proposing  the  measures  which  the  committee  have 
reported,  we  have  thought  it  best  to  avow  the  intention 
to  be  such  a  change  in  our  internal  policy^  as  will  grad- 
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nally  lead  the  people  of  this  country  to  be  intlepen- 
ilent  of  anv  other  for  the  essential  articles  of  subsist- 
ence and   the  means  of  defence,  well  knowing  it  is  a 
thankless  ungracious  task.     The  manufacturers  com- 
plain that  too  little,  the  merchants  that  any  thing,  and 
I  well  know  that  here  it  is  thought  that  too  much  has  been 
done.     These  measures  have  caused  much  excitement ; 
this  is  not  the  time  to  expect  that  justice  will  be  done 
to  our  motives,  but  the  committee  have  this — and  it  is 
no  small  satisfaction,  that  though  they  have  not  pleased 
others,  they  have  pleased  themselves.     Their  system 
has  been  matured  with  much  pains,  and  with  the  most 
anxious  desire  to  relieve  alike,  all  the  suffering  inter- 
ests of  the  country;  how  far  this  bill  is  so  calculated 
tlie  house  will  judge,  from  an  examination  and  com- 
parison with  the  existing  tariff,  which  I  will  now  ex- 
plain, begging  that  gentlemen  will  not  forget  one  thing-—* 
that  the  present  revenue  was  a  tariff  bill,  reported  by 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  more  to  aid  the  treas- 
ury than  to  protect  the  industry  of  the  country.     The 
report  of  Mr.  Dallas  was  stronglv  in  favour  of  domes- 
tic-manufactures ;  yet,  in  that  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  word  manufac- 
tures is  not  mentioned  ;  I  presume  that  the  gentleman 
from   South    Carolina,   who  was. the    chairman     of 
that  committee,  had  then  the  same  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject that  he  now  entertains.     When  gentlemen  com- 
plain   of  the    extravaj;cnt    protection   that    this  bill 
affords  to  national  industry,  they  are,   perlmps,   not 
aware  that  in  general  it  exceeds  but  in  a  small  degree 
that  recommended  in  IS.G,  from  the  treasury — almost 
exclusively  for  revenue ;  they  must  not  think  it  strange 
if  a  committee  of  manufactures,  combining  this  with 
other  great  national  objects,  should  have  felt  it  their 
duty  to  propose  some  changes  necessary  to  meet  the 
calls  of  the  country. 

The  bill  proposes — 

A  duty  of  12|  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  first  class,  and  20  per  cent,  on  all 
not  enumerated,  which  cmi)racc  many  manufactures, 
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but  which  it  was  thought  hest  not  to  particularize.  In 
the  present  tariff  these  were  at  71  and  15  per  cent. — 
The  committee  could  discern  no  good  reason  for  leav- 
ing tiiera  at  this  low  rate  of  duty,  and  were  abundantly 
convinced  that,  for  the  double  purpose  of  revenue  and 
manufactures,  the  proposed  rates  were  proper.  It 
would  be  going  too  much  in  detail  to  trace  the  various 
rates  of  ad  valorem  duties  from  1789  to  1801.  In 
that  year  they  were  permanently  fixed  at  12|,  15  and 
SO  ;  with  the  addition  of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  they 
were  15,  17|  and  S2| — continued  so  during  the  most 
prosperous  period  of  our  commerce  and  revenue  in 
18 IS,  when  the  permanent  duties  were  doubled,  ma- 
king 271?  33|  and  42|.  They  remained  so  until 
1815,  after  the  peace,  when  the  Mediterranean  fund 
ceased,  and  the  duties  remained  till  July,  1818,  at  the 
rates  of  25,  30  and  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Had 
they  remained  so,  you  would  not  have  been  assailed 
by  general  cries  of  distress  from  all  parts  of  the  na- 
tion ;  we  should  have  enjoyed,  not  a  nominal,  but  a 
real  independence  ;  our  resources  would  not  have  been 
sent  abroad  to  protect  and  reward  the  industry  of  oth- 
ers, to  the  ruin  of  our  own  merchants,  manufacturers 
and  farmers.  But  it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce 
the  duties,  and  the  fear  of  smuggling,  it  seems,  is  as- 
signed as  the  reason ;  I  am  not  enough  acquainted  with 
the  mysteries  of  commerce  to  know  what  is  the  smug- 
gling point ;  Gentlemen  may  talk  about  it  as  they 
please,  there  is  no  evidence  that  our  duties  have  ever 
been  so  high  that  there  has  been  smuggling  to  any 
great  extent.  From  1804  to  1813,  the  lowest  rate  of 
duties  was  1S|  per  cent.  We  heard  no  complaints  of 
smuggling  then ;  during  the  year  1815,  and  tlie  first 
six  months  of  1816,  the  lowest  duty  was  35  per  cent, 
the  importation  of  ad  valorem  articles  in  1815,  amount- 
ed to  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars,  and  gentleineji 
are  called  on  for  the  proof  of  smuggling.  They  must 
give  reasons  better  than  the  mere  suggestions  of  this 
danger,  against  this  small  increase  of  duties,  w-hich  is, 
in  effect,  only  coming  back  to  the  old  rates  b'^.fore  the 
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war.     We  are  not  to   be  deterred  by  threats  of  this 
kind ;  and,  judging  from  experience,  have  no  fears  that 
an  increase  of  duties,  even  to  the  war  rates,  would  pro- 
duce this  effect  ;  but  if  there  was   danger,  it  is  no  ar- 
gument for  us  to  be  told,  that  this  government  is  una- 
ble to  enforce  measures  which  are  adopted  as  necessary 
to  the  general  welfare ;  we  are  not  so  weak,  our  laws 
are  not  so  insufficiet ;  the  rates  proposed  have  been 
collected,  and  they  can  and  will  be  collected  if  enacted  ; 
when  the  danger  becomes  realized,  it  will  be  time  to 
apply  the  remedy  ;  while   it  is  merely   fanciful,  and, 
as  I  believe,  held  out  to  defeat  the  salutary  provisions 
of  this  bill,  1  shall  not  deem  it  worthy  of  further  notice. 
The  next  rate  of  duty  is  25  per  cetit — in  the  present 
tariff  these  articles  are  rated  at  20,  but  in  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  they  were 
recommended  at  22.     1  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  ex- 
travagant that  we  propose  an   a<ldition  of  3  per  cent. 
Articles  of  copper  are  at  present  25  per  cent.     One  ex- 
pression is  changed,  which  will  be  found  to   apply  to 
most  of  the  ad  valorem  articles  in  this  bill ;  in  the  old 
tariff  it  is,  "  material  of  chief  value,'^  this  creates  great 
difficulty  at  the  customhouse,  where  an  article  is  com- 
posed of  materials  paying  a  different  duty,  it  is  gener- 
ally entered  as  made  of  that  which  pays  lowest — thus 
defrauding  the  revenue  and  Injuring  the  manufacturer  ; 
to  avoid  this,  the  committee  have  adopted  the  expres- 
sion "component  material,*^  so  that  any  article  com- 
posed of  mixed  materiale  pays  the  duty  of  the  highest. 
The  house  will  observe  that  there  is  in  this  clause  a 
drawback:  of  the  duties  on  sheet  copper,  used  in  build- 
ing or  repairing  ships  ;  in  the  present  tariff,  "  copper, 
or  brass  in  pigs,  bars  or  plates  suited  to  the  sheathing 
of  ships,"  is   duty  free.     Under  this  clause  all  sheet 
brass  and  copper  imported,  for  whatever  purpose,  is 
embraced ;  to  the  great  injury  of  one  class  of  manufac- 
turers, and  the  diminution  of  the  revenue.     While  the 
committee  are  fully  disposed  to  protect  that  most  jio- 
ble  manufacture,  a  ship,  they  are  unwilling  that  any 
other  advr.ritage  should  be  taken  of  a  provision  intend- 
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ed  solely  for  this  purpose  ;  it  is  believed  that  this  ob- 
ject is  fully  answered  by  the  proposed  drawback  ;  it 
has  been  submitted  to  intelligent  and  experienced  mer- 
chants and  no  objections  have  occurred.  While  on 
this  subject  1  must  notice  some  publications  in  which 
the  committee  are  charged  with  hostility  to  commerce 
and  ship-building,  in  raising  the  duty  on  sheathing 
copper  and  sail-duck.  The  best  answer  to  the  charge 
is,  that  it  is  not  trtie ;  in  fact  this  bill  proposes  no 
change  on  either;  the  duck  is  an  important  article  of 
manufacture,  for  which  we  ought  not  to  be  dependent 
on  any  other  nation,  and  which  ought  to  be  encouraged  ; 
yet  the  committee  were  unwilling  to  interfere  with  it. 
We  expect  much  abuse  and  have  received  no  little ; 
but  let  me  give  one  word  of  advice  to  those  inclined 
to  bestow  it  so  liberally — read  b'efore  you  write. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  33  per  cent.  6n 
woollens.  In  Mr.  Dallas'  tariff  it  was  proposed  at  28, — • 
on  cottons  of  33 — the  same  as  proposed  by  him  ;  both 
are  now  at  25  ;  these  being  among  the  most  important 
items  in  the  bill,  the  house  must  indulge  me  in  going 
fully  into  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  commit- 
tee to  propose  the  additional  duty.  It  would  seem  al- 
most unnecessary  to  convince  this  house  that  the  inte- 
rest ,of  the  nation  required  that  it  should  clothe  itself; 
that  it  ought  to  feed  itself  will  not  be  denied  ;  yet  food 
is  not  more  necessary  than  raiment,  and  I  cannot  see 
how  any  people  can  be  independent  who  must  look 
abroad  for  that ;  at  all  events,  the  committee  have  thought 
that,  in  bottoming  this  bill  on  this  national  principle, 
that  we  ought  to  feed,  clothe,  and  be  able  to  defend 
ourselves,  we  placed  it  on  ground  that  could  not  easily 
be  shaken.  Our  motives  rise  higher  than  the  interest 
of  manufactui^ers  :  whether  they  make  or  lose  money 
now  ;  whether  this  bill  tends  to  enrich  one  or  another, 
or  all  classes  of  society,  has  scarcely  entered  into  our 
consideration.  TJw  nation  must  command  its  own 
consumption,  its  own  means  of  defence.  The  last  war 
found  us  destitute, — I  beg  the  house  to  remember  what 
fhe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  told  us  the  other  day — 
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that  our  gallant  soldiers  were  destitute  of  clothing,  un- 
til the  govern ment  connived  at  smuggling,  to  procure 
cloth  from  the  nation  with  whom  we  were  contending  5 
national  feeling,  if  not  interest,  should  forbid  the  recur- 
rence of  such  a  scene — it  shall  not  be  charged  on  the 
committee  of  manufactures.  If  it  was  right  in  1816 
to  impose  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  woollens  and  cot- 
tons, principally  with  a  view  to  revenue,  there  will  be 
found  a  strong  reason  for  its  increase  in  the  duties  now 
imposed  by  tiie  British  government,  of  six  pence  ster- 
ling on  every  pound  of  wool,  and  six  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem on  cotton  wool,  imported  after  the  5th  January, 
1820.  Wool  has  been  an  article  of  export  from  this 
country  to  England ;  the  new  duty  excludes  it :  the 
ports  are  now  shut  against  your  provisions,  they  will 
not  permit  their  importation  till  the  price  of  wheatis  ten 
shillings  sterling  a  bushel.  Let  those  who  complain 
that  the  agricultural  interest  will  suffer  by  this  bill,  re- 
flect on  these  facts;  let  the  farmer  decide  whether  it  is 
most  for  his  interest  to  purchase  his  clothing  from  the 
foreign  manufacturer,  who  will  purchase  neither  his 
wool  nor  his  provisions,  or  the  domestic  one,  v/ho  will 
give  him  a  market  for  both  :  in  his  anxiety  to  guard 
against  the  profits  which  may  accrue  to  his  nei^'hboni'S 
and  countrymen,  by  the  success  of  their  manufactures., 
let  him  be  sure  that  he  falls  into  better  hands  by  trust- 
ing himself  to  tJie  liberality  of  foreigners.  It  is  feared 
that  there  will  be  a  monopoly  and  a  desire  of  specula- 
tion, if  our  own  countrymen  can  supply  our  demands  j 
yet  there  seems  to  be  no  fear  that  our  course  of  policy 
should  give  that  monopoly  to  the  British  manufacturers » 
Hundreds,  thousands  of  our  citizens  are  out  of  employ- 
ment ;  they  would  add  infinitely  to  the  national  wealth, 
to  our  independence,  and  save  its  resources  at  home,  if 
their  labour  was  employed  in  converting  our  raw  ma- 
terials into  fabrics  for  our  own  use  /  but  it  is  contend- 
ed that  ouF  true  policy  is  to  employ  the  labour  of  other 
nations,  pay  them  the  profits  of  their  manufactures,  for 
the  purpose  of  directing  the  industry  of  ours  to  pro 
ductious  which  can  find  no  market  abroad,  and  have 
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no  value  at  home.  These  new  duties  imposed  in  En 
§laad  on  wool  and  cotton,  ought  to  awaken  us  to  oiiv 
situation  ;  no  part  of  the  country  ought  to  be  more  alive 
to  their  effects  than  that  from  which  the  opposition  to 
this  measure  is  tiie  greatest.  England  docs  not  wish 
to  encourage  the  cotton  of  America;  slje  gives  you  un- 
equivocal indications  of  her  policy  :  she  will  take  it 
till  her  colonies  can  furnish  Iier  with  supplies.  Though 
her  best  customer,  though  she  now  depends  on  us  for 
the  raw  material  to  support  her  manufactures,  she  takes 
wool  from  the  continent,  cotton  from  us  ;  but  imposes 
heavy  import  duties,  ivhich  are  paid  by  us  wJio  consume 
ilie  m^imifactured  articles.  We  thus  furnish  her  e;ov- 
crnment  with  revenue,  her  labourers  with  employment, 
while  ours  are  idle — I  am  afraid  we  are  not  aware  of 
the  bold  and  dangerous  experiment  we  are  trying  ;  we 
are  now  to  decide  on  the  course  of  internal  policy 
which  shall  best  develope  the  resources,  promote  the 
industry,  and  secure  the  independence  of  our  country. 
Is  there  not  some  danger  of  our  erring,  by  adopting 
the  system  which  best  accords  with  the  views  of  the 
British  government?  if  it  were  submitted  to  them  to 
choose  a  set  of  measures  for  us  which  would  best  pro- 
mote their  interest,  we  well  know  it  would  be  such  as 
would  secure  to  their  merchants,  manufacturers  and 
iiiechanics,  the  supply  of  all  our  articles  of  consump- 
tion and  defence,  to  give  to  them  the  employment  of 
the  labour,  and  the  profits  of  converting  the  raw  ma- 
terials into  fa])rics  for  us.  It  is  the  source  of  their  na- 
tional greatness  ;  the  great  object  to  which  all  their  ef- 
forts are  directed  :  their  policy  is  most  unyielding  and 
unbending  ;  it  has  existed  for  ages,  and  been  comple- 
ted, by  a  steady  and  uniform  series  of  legislation  ;  they 
have  not  left  things  to  <*  regulate  themselves" — this 
has  not  been,  it  will  not  be  their  maxim  ;  but  they  wish 
JO  see  it  adopted  by  those  who  are  to  be  the  dupes  of 
their  policy.  What  is  sound  political  economy  there, 
is,  it  seems,  the  raving  of  madness,  the  result  of  empi- 
ricism 5  yet  it  would  excite  some  sensation  in  this  house, 
if  the  ministers  of  England  should  forl^ally  present  us 
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witli  a  plaQ  for  our  adoption  ;  we  should  at  least  in- 
quire whether  it  was  the  result  of  their  friendship  to 
us,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  as  safe  to  trust  to 
the  opinion  and  advice  of  our  own  statesmen.     To  im- 
port only  our  raw  materials  and  provisions,  to  be  our 
exclusive  merchants  and  carriers,  was  their  colonial 
policy  before  the  revolution ;  the  great  men  whose  wis- 
dom carried  us  through  the  struggle,  did  not  then  think 
that  the  system  of  internal  policy,  which  was  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  our  independence,  and  to  coerce  En- 
gland to  respect  our  rights,  was  to  afford  employment 
to  her  citizens,  encouragement  to  her  artificers,  to  the 
impoverishment  of  our  own.     The  immortal  congress 
of  177^1  entered  into  an  agreement  not  to  export  any 
produce    to  England,  to  import  no  goods  from   that 
country,  tu  consume  none  made  there  ;  and  denounced^ 
as  enemies  to  American  liberty,  any  person  who  would 
violate  this  agreement.     It  has  never  been  charged  on 
Bonaparte  that  he  was  deficient  in  foresight,  or  did  not 
uaderstand  the  mode  of  attacking  his  enemy :  his  con- 
tinental system  was  not  aimed  at  the  influence  or  po- 
litical power  of  England,  but  against  her  manufac- 
tures ;  that  he  knew  to  be  the  source  of  her  power  and 
there  he  attacked  her  :  to  save  them  England  fought 
and  subsidized  all  Europe.  There  has  been  a  strange 
revolution  in  the  moral  world,  if  the  connection  be- 
tween causes  and  effects  is  now  dissolved ;  if  the  mea- 
sures which,  in  1774,  were  necessary  to  secure,  would 
now  be  destructive  of  the  great  interests  of  this  nation : 
we  have  been  taught  to  look  with  veneration  to  that 
congress  ;  it  is,  indeed,  a  change  when  we  forget  their 
maxims  ;  and  in  contending  with  the  same  nation  for 
the  same  rights,  reject  and   spurn  their  principles  as 
wild  and  ruinous,  anxious  to  adopt  those  recommend- 
ed by  the  ministry  and  political  economists  of  England. 
This  is,  at  all  events,  a  dangerous  experiment ;  be- 
fore we  trust  too  much  on  it,  we  ought  to  be  sure  that 
the  solid  interest  of  this  country,  and  not  its  destruc- 
tion, is  their  governing  principle.     It  will  be  said  that 
more  liberal  ideas  are  now  adopted  by  other  nations, 
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that  the  principles  of  political  economy  are  now  better 
undersiootl.  France  has  been  mentioaed  ;  but  when 
her  tariif  is  examined  it  will  be  found  to  be  more  rig- 
id, to  contain  more  prohibitions  than  that  of  England ; 
as  to  us  it  contains  some  provisions  which,  I  think, 
cannot  fail  to  alarm  the  agriculturists,  the  cottoU'plant- 
ers  of  this  country.  It  is  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  look  at  their  import  duties  on  cotton  wool : 

From  India         -        -  30  frs.  per  100  kilI.i=S  dls.  per  cwt. 

other  countries  out  of  Europe  40         "  "         4 

entrepots        -        -        50        "  cwt.      *        5 
Turkey      -        -        -     15  «  '  1  50 

French  colonies         -       10  "  1 

This  short  item  contains  much  information  and  in- 
struction :  their  whole  tariff  breathes  against  your  agri- 
culture and  commerce  a  spirit  of  hostility  as  unequivo- 
cal as  any  regulation  of  England  :  as  to  cotton,  more 
so,  it  is  a  duty  of  four  dollars  per  100  pounds — equal 
to  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  raw  material,  while 
England  imposes  only  6 ;  that  it  is  aimed  at  this  coun- 
try is  evident  from  its  being  2  dolls.  50  per  100  pound 
more  than  on  cotton  from  Turkey,  and  1  dollar  more 
than  from  India.     If  it  is  a  reason  why  the  cotton  of 
Turkey  should  be  preferred  on  account  of  the  profits  of 
her  trade,  it  cannot  extend  to  India,  to  which  they  ex- 
port little,  but  ought  to  bear  lightly  on  us,  as  we  are  one 
of  the  best  customers  of  France  for  her  wines,  brandy, 
silks,  cotton  and  sn>all  wares.     She  requires  our  cot- 
ton now,  but  this  duty  is  an  earnest  of  what  you  may 
expect  from  her  when  she  can  procure  a  supply  from 
her  colonies  or  other  countries ;  she  receives  your  to- 
bacco, but  takes  care  to  exclude  us  from  all  chance  of  a 
competition  in  the  market,  by  compelling  a  sale  to  the 
government,  who  buy  at  their  own  price.     Rice  from 
Jndia  pays  1  dollar  per  cwt. — from  America  2  :  thus 
we  find  the  two  nations  with  whom  our  intercourse  is 
the  greatest,  pursue  the  same  policy  as  to  our  great 
agricultural  products,  the  only  ones  they  receive  from 
lis — they  are  enriched  by  the  manufacture  of  it ;  we 
purchase  immense  quantities  of  their  cottons  and  wool- 
lens and  silks  ;  these  favours  produce  no  relaxation 
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on  their  part.  Our  agriculture  and  manufactures  are 
now  prostrate,  commerce  goes  next ;  with  England  it 
is  safe,  not  because  it  can  regulate  itself,  but  because 
ft  is  regulated  by  a  convention,  to  the  observance  of 
which  the  national  faith  is  pledged.  With  France  we 
have  none ;  your  ships  are  now  said  to  be  virtually  ex- 
cluded from  their  ports;  this  part  of  your  commerce  is 
now  to  be  protected  by  regulations — by  a  bill  now  ou 
your  table,  laying  18  dollars  per  ton  on  French  ship- 
ping. Their  code,  remember,  is  not  the  offspring  of 
the  age  of  benighted  ignorance,  prejudice,  exploded 
theories,  or  of  the  man  against  whom  all  Europe  com- 
bined ;  but  adopted  in  1817  hy  the  government  which 
has  been  restored  by  a  common  struggle,  existing  in  all 
the  effulgence  of  the  light  which  has  been  shed  on  the 
subject  by  their  own  and  English  writers  on  political 
economy,  who  are  not  regarded  by  the  governments 
where  they  live ;  whose  books  are  for  exportation,  not 
for  home  consumption,  and  now  for  sale  in  your  lobby, 
to  enlighten  you  on  the  merits  of  this  bill.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  much  regret  to  me  to  find  theii*  opinions  quoted 
with  respect  here,  when  they  are  disregarded  where 
they  are  known.  There  is  no  country  but  this  that 
studiously  leaves  her  great  concerns  to  regulate  themr 
selves ;  they  are  all  guarded  and  preserved  by  regula- 
tions of  the  most  rigorous  kind,  yet  it  seems  to  be  ex- 
pected that,  when  our  establishments  are  obliged  to 
contend  with  those  of  other  countries — the  latter,  aided 
by  all  the  force  and  influence  of  public  opinion  and  le- 
gislation, ours  can  succeed  against  this  unequal  compe- 
tition, the  neglect  of  government  and  public  prejudice. 
If  the  nations  with  whom  we  vie  would  adopt  the  same 
maxims,  then  the  industry  of  this  country  would  pro- 
tect itself :  all  that  is  asked  is  to  meet  regulation  by  re- 
gulation,  and  thus  make  the  competition  fair  and  equal. 
Apply  to  their  products  tjie  same  rules  that  they  apply 
to  ours  :  if  they  tax  our  raw  material,  tax  their  manu- 
factures to  the  encouragement  of  ours  ;  if  they  exclude 
our  provisions,  exclude  their  products  ;  let  our  legis- 
lation keep  pace  with  theirs  ;  tliea  our  industry  wiU  be 
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protected,  foreigu  nations  will  be  compelled  to  observe 
practically  the  rule  which  they  discard  from  their  code, 
but  press  into  oiirs — "  let  things  regulate  themselves."' 
1  shall  be  satisfied  with  any  course  if  it  is  uniform,  no 
regulation, — or  regulation  against  regulation.  If  these 
views,  or  any  of  them  are  correct,  it  will  not  bethought 
unreasonable  that  the  committee  have  recommended  an 
additional  duty  on  cotton  and  woolens  of  eight  per 
cent. — it  is  not  so  much  a  protecting  as  a  countervail- 
ing duty,  to  counteract  the  new  duties  imposed  in 
France  and  England  on  our  cotton  and  wool.  Had 
these  duties  existed  or  been  known  at  the  time  of  form- 
ing our  present  tariff,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  believe 
that  the  duty  would  have  been  higher  ;  the  proposed 
addition  is  certainly  moderate  and  consistent  with  ev- 
ery principle  of  national  interest ;  The  minimum  has 
not  been  changed.  It  is  proper  bere  ,to  remark  that, 
by  estimating  all  cotton  goods  to  have  cost  25  cents  a 
yard,  and  assessing  the  duty  on  that  sum,  the  coarser 
cottons  of  India  have  been  excluded ;  and  I  beg  the 
iiouse  not  to  lose  sight  of  one  fact,  which  is  admitted 
by  all  to  be  true,  that  coarse  domestic  cottons  are*  now 
made  cheaper  than  they  were  ever  imported.  The  re- 
mark is  equally  true  of  nails,  and  every  other  article 
of  which  this  country  commands  the  consumption ;  the 
domestic  competition  will  have  this  effect  on  every  ar- 
ticle ;  this  fact  ought  to  quiet  the  fears  of  gentlemen 
who  affect  to  think  that  the  encouragement  of  domes- 
tic industry  t^nds  to  take  from  the  many  a  bounty 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Such  has  been  the  case  in 
all  other  countries- -those  which  exclude  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  fabrics,  always  undersell  those  ^\'\\o 
leave  things  to  regulate  themselves. — ^The  experience 
of  nations,  for  ages,  cannot  deceive  us  ;  it  is  at  all  events 
not  safe  to  adopt  theories  and  reject  the  lighis  of  histo- 
ry and  experience ;  let  us  follow  the  course  which  has 
led  other  nations  to  greatness-— it  will  be  time  to  prefer 
theory  to  fact,  to  adopt  the  dreams  of  speculative  wri- 
ters, when  we  shall  have  discovered  that  the  principles 
which  make  others  ripli  will  impoverish  us ;  that  the 
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path  which  conducts  others  to  wealth  and  power,  will 
lead  us  to  poverty  and  colonial  dependance.  In  a  word, 
that,  if  we  sell  more  than  we  buy,  if  our  income  ex- 
ceeds our  expenditure,  we  are  ruined  ;  that,  if  the  far- 
mer buys  his  goods  from  those  who  buy  liis  prorduce, 
and  give  it  a  value  at  home  which  it  has  not  abroa^l, 
he  pays  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  bill  recommends  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  cottons  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  of  7  pel'  cent  and  of  10  on  silks.  It  was  done 
for  these  reasons  :  that  the  countries  whence  these  ar- 
ticles are  imported  consume  none  of  our  raw  mate- 
rials, afford  no  market  for  our  produce,  employ  none 
of  the  labour,  and  exhaust  the  specie  of  the  country  ,* 
it  is  but  fair  that  a  preference  should  be  given  to  th(? 
fabrics  of  those  nations  who  receive  from  us  something 
in  return — There  was  an  additional  reason  why  the 
committe  thought  it  best  to  make  this  discrimination — 
It  is  a  matter  of  serious  complaint  that  the  duties  im- 
posed by  the  French  government  on  American  tonnage 
have  nearly  destroyed  our  commerce  with  France  :  It 
is  now  said  to  be  cheaper  to  send  a  cargo  there  in  a 
French  ship,  and  pay  freight,  than  in  one  of  our's  and 
pay  none — the  difference  of  the  duties  and  charges  is 
estimated  at  about  3,500  dollars  a  voyage.  This  is 
another  consequence  of  the  peace  in  Europe  :  every 
nation  is  now  desirous  of  reclaiming  its  own  commerce 
of  carrying  its  own  productions,  and  bringing  back 
the  articles  it  wants.  We  have  had  the  carrying  trade 
of  the  world  ;  the  protection  of  our  Hag  was  wanted--- 
uow  every  ilag  protects  itsclf---the  commerce  of  other 
nations  will  be  increased  at  the  expense  of  ours.  Reg- 
ulations which  are  to  produce  this  effect,  cannot  be 
called  hostile  or  unfriendly ;  they  result  from  the  de- 
sire which  all  governments  ought  to  feel  of  protecting 
their  own  interest :  it  is  equally  vain  for  us  to  expecL 
our  commerce  to  be  what  it  lias  been,  as  that  the  nations 
of  Europe  will  give  ours  a  preference  to  their  own--- 
(these  are  maxims  reserved  for  our  adoption.)  How 
to  shape  our  course  of  legislation  on  this  subject,  is  a 
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matter  of  extreme  tlifficulty.---Commitees  of  this  house 
have  dift'erent  plans  ;  a  system  of  commercial  warfare 
is  recommeniled,  in  the  hopes  that  France  will  relax 
in  hers ;  wc  have  thought  it  safest  to  make  an  appeal, 
not  to  her  fears,  but  to  her  interest—to  give  her  a  peace 
offering  by  prefering  hers  to  the  fabrics  of  India,  rath- 
er than  to  provoke   by  excluding  her  ships  from   our 
ports  ;  as  it  affects  merely   the  manufactures   of  the 
country,  the  latter  would  be  the  course  to  be  pursued  ; 
ilov  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  of  legislation,  she 
should  exclude  our  cotton,  the   raisers  of  it  will  join 
us  in  creating  a  market  at  home.     In  thus  recommend- 
ing the  measure  which  is  opposed   to  the  interest   of 
those  for  whose  exclusive  benefit  the  committee  arc 
i^aid  to  be  acting,  we  hope  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
hostility  to  commerce.     The  navigation  acts  on  your 
table  are  bold  measures,  designed  to  compel  the  two 
most  powerful  nations  of  Europe  to  give  up  their  favou- 
rite systems  of  commercial  and  colonial  policy  ;  not  the 
expedients  of  yesterday  or  the  momeut,  but  settled, 
matured,  and  acted  on  for  more  than  a  century,  which 
have  entered  into  all  their  favourite  plans  of  commer- 
cial and  naval  greatness.     In  such  a  contest  there  is 
much  risked ;  if  these  measures  produce  the  desired 
effect,  I  shall  not  be  among  the  last  to  rejoice  :  but  if 
they  fail — if,  instead  of  saving,  they  destroy  our  com- 
merce, of  producing  a  relaxation,  they  only  add  rigour 
to  the  regulations  they  are  intended  to  counteract,  it 
shall  not  be  char2;cd  on  the  committee  of  manufactures 
that  it  was  a  pan  of  their  system.     Had  these  naviga- 
tion acts  emanated  from   us  I  vi^cll  know  the  clamour 
that  would  have   been    excited  ;  as   they   have  came 
from  th,e  commercial  committee,  they  will  be  hailed  by 
the  mercantile  interest,  as  the  raeansof  restoring  com- 
merce, and  I  liope  they  may  prove  so ;  but  having  a 
different  opinion,  fearful  that  this  measure  would  rcr 
coil  upon  us.,  destroying  what  it  was  intended  to  save, 
we  have  inserted  this  feature  in  the  bill. 

A  duty  of  25  per  cent,  is  proposed  on  linen,  and  a 
minimus  of  25  cents.     The  rate  proposed  by  the  com- 
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mittee  of  ways  and  means  in  1816  was  20 — it  W€s  fix- 
ed at  15  ;  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  items  of 
domestic  consumption  ;  flax,  the  raw  material  raised 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  is  not  an  article  of  export 
to  any  great  extent ;  linen  is  one  of  the  most  favoured 
manufactures  of  England,  it  pays  no  excise  for  home 
consumption,  and  the  government  pays  a  custom-house 
bounty  of  25  per  cent,  (on  coarse  fabrics)  when  export- 
ed. Woollens  and  plain  cottons  receive  none  ;  the  du- 
ty on  them  therefore  operates  for  the  double  purpose 
of  revenue  and  a  preference  of  ours  over  the  imported 
article  ;  but  as  to  liuen,  the  present  dutyonly  operates 
as  a  tax  on  our  own  consumption,  being  ten  per  cent, 
less  than  the  British  export  bounty — aifording.  contra- 
ry to  all  principles  of  a  wise  policy,  a  decided  prefer- 
ence for  the  foreign  manufacture.  It  is  impossible  to 
imagine  any  sound  reason  for  leaving  this  most  impor- 
tant article  so  wholly  unprotected  ;  in  the  present  ta- 
riff, if  the  committee  have  erred,  it  is  in  not  proposing 
a  still  higher  rate  of  duty  ;  on  coarse  linen  it  only 
equals  the  bounty,  and  then,  so  far  as  respects  the  com- 
petition with  our  fabrics,  makes  it  duty  free  ;  on  the 
finer,  it  has  some  small  operation  as  a  protecting  duty. 
This  increase  of  duty  on  linen  has  caused  niuch  com- 
plaint ;  the  house  will  now  judge  with  what  reason 
this  bill  is  called  an  extravagant  one,  other  objections, 
when  examined,  will  be  found  to  have  no  more  foun- 
dation than  this. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a  duty  of  SO  per  cent,  on 
silk  from  India,  20  fi-ora  other  places — it  now  pays  15. 
No  good  reason  could  be  discovered  for  so  low  a  rate — - 
it  is  an  article  used  mostly  by  the  rich  ;  there  is  less 
danger  of  smuggling  than  on  most  others — it  is  import 
ed  only  in  large  and  valuable  ships  ;  and,  if  from  In- 
dia, is  allowed  to  be  landed  only  in  specified  ports  ; 
a  very  intelligent  merchant  from  Boston,  recommended 
a  dmty  of  33  per  cent,  on  all  kinds,  from  every  country 
alike  ;  there  will  probably  be  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed increase.  Raw  silk  is  made  duty  free  in  this, 
%ough  in  the  present  tariff  it  paid  the  same  duly  as 
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the  manufactured.     Printed  books  are  at  35,  the  same 
•as  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas  in  1816 — they  pay  15  at 
present.     Paper  and  leather — the  raw  materials,  are 
now  at  eSO  ;  the  manufactured  article  should  be  higher 
as  it  gives  employment  to  much  of  the  labour,  and  a 
market  for  many  of  the  products  of  the  country.     If 
imported  for  colleges,  &c.   they  are  duty  free ;  if  for 
common  sale,  they  are  a  most  important  article  of  con- 
sumption, and  like  others  should  be  made  at  home  :  if 
for  mere  amusement  or  works  of  taste,  they  are  fair 
subjects  of  revenue  :  none  can  better  afford  to  pay  tax- 
es than  men  of  leisure  and  wealth.     If  any  gentleman 
thinks  a  discrimination  ought  to  be  made  so  as  to  im- 
pose a  lower  rate  of  duty  on  works  of  science  and  mere 
literature,  there  will  be  no  objection.     The  other  items 
in  this  clause  are  generally  at  ^5  per  cent — the  same 
^ns  recommended  by  Mr.  Dallas,  and  in  the  present  ta- 
riff are  rated  at  30.  Tiie  hotise  will  thus  perceive  that^ 
oi.i  articles  paying  an  ad  valorem  duty  the  proposed  in- 
crease is  generally  from  5  to  10  per  cent.     If  the  only 
protection  offered  by  this  bill  to  the  national  industry 
consisted  in  the  mererateof  duties,  they  will  be  found 
jiottocorac  up  to  what  are  generally  called  protecting, 
Ijiit  would  be  justified  for  the  mere  purpose  of  revenue. 
TIic  committee  were  sensible  that  if  all  the  protection 
3K!cessary  was  in  the  imposition  of  high  duties,   that 
the  cry  of  extravagence  and  smuggling  might  defeat 
ilieir  measures  .•  they   have  thought  the  object  could 
be  better  accomplished  by  adding  such  provisions  to 
llie  bill  as  would  effectually  secure  the  collection  of 
the  duties  imposed,  and  so  to   apportion  them  as  to 
]troduce  not  only  revenue  by  the  consumption,  but  be, 
in  some  measure,  a  discrimination  between  the  foreign 
and  domestic  manufacture  ;  in  this  view  we  hope  that 
all  will  concur.     The  mode  of  ascertaining  the  value 
of  goods  on  which  a  duty  is  to  be  assessed,  has  been 
attended  with  much  difficulty ;  an  almost  constant  war 
between  the  merchants  and  the  officers  of  the  customs, 
and  has  l>een  often  changed.     The  original  mode  of 
,ascertainining  the  vaiue  "at  the  time  and  place  of  ira- 
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portation,"  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1790,  was  the  fair- 
est and  most  equitable,  as  an  ad  valorem  duty,  it  was 
in  fact  what  it  purported  to  be — so  much  per  cent,  ou 
the  value.  But,  as  a  different  standard  of  valuation  has 
long  since  been  adopted,  it  was  thought  best  not  so 
much  to  alter  as  to  modify  it ;  the  mode  proposed  in 
this  bill  has  been  pursued — but  the  committee  are  not 
tenacious  on  this  point.  There  is,  however^  one  fea- 
ture in  this  clause  which  is  deemed  of  infinite  import- 
ance to  the  manufacturing  interests,  and  which  the 
Isouse  must  indulge  me  with  explaining.  It  is  the  ad- 
dition t^  the  v;duation,  of  all  drawbacks,  bounties,  pre^ 
miums  and  allowances,  which  are  paid  by  foreign 
governments  on  exportation,  and  assessing  the  ad  va- 
lorem duty  on  the  aggregate  value  thus  ascertained. 
It  is  somewhat  singular  that  our  system  of  imposts 
which  is  avowedly  for  the  double  purpose  of  revenue 
and  the  protection  of  our  own  manufactures,  should 
have  overlooked  this  provision,  which  is  indispensible 
for  the  latter.  The  house  will  at  once  perceive  tliut  if 
the  foreign  export  bounty  equals  our  impost  duty  on 
the  same  article,  the  duty  is  only  a  tax  on  the  consump- 
tion of  our  citizenS"-the  foreign  article  comes  into  the 
market  on  the  same  terms  as  the  domestic ;  this  is  ful- 
ly exemplified  in  the  article  of  linen.  The  British 
government  pay  the  exporter  25  per  cent,  bounty — - 
ours  charging  the  importer S5  percent,  import  duty,  it 
thence  becomes  duty  free.  At  the  present  duty  of  15 
per  cent,  the  importer  has  a  clear  profit  of  10  per  cent, 
after  paying  our  duty :  this  is,  certainly,  left-handed 
protection  to  manufactures.  Hence  it  is  that,  without 
inquiry  into  the  cause,  we  are  told  you  are  unreasona- 
ble ;  no  duties  will  satisfy  you ;  the  great  reason  why 
many  of  the  present  ones  are  incompetent  is,  that  they 
are  checked  and  rendered  unavailing  by  this  artful 
and  masterly  system  of  bounties  and  drawbacks.  It 
is  the  true  secret  by  which  to  account  for  the  immense 
wealth  and  power  of  a  nation  whose  population  but 
little  exceeds  our  own  :  she  is  too  wise  to  trust  to  im- 
posts as  the  sole  source  of  revenue  ;  commands  her  own 
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consuuiptioii,  draws  the  chief  support  of  her  govern- 
ment  by  an  excise  on  her  manufactures  ;  they  aflford 
materials  and  open  new  sources  for  commerce ;  her 
system  of  bounties  enables  her  artificers  to  undersell 
other  nations  in  their  own  ports,  while  her  political 
economists  mislead  us  by  their  speculative  and  ruinous 
theories.  The  article  of  linen  fully  illustrates  her  po- 
licy. Though  her  taxes  and  expences  are  enormously 
oppressive  on  the  people,  yet  the  makers  of  lioen  pay 
none— no  excise  on  their  materials  or  manufacture  ;  to 
encourage  this  fabric,  which  unites  the  three  great  in- 
terests of  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures,  she 
wisely  apportions  the  burthens  of  her  government  so 
as  to  leave  this  unembarrassed.  This  accounts  for  tire 
cheapness  of  the  article  at  home,  and,  added  to  the 
enormous  bounty  on  the  export,  gives  the  true  reason 
for  underselling  us.  Let  the  British  abolish  this  sys- 
tem ;  let  an  article  pay  the  same  price  for  home  con- 
sumption as  for  exportation,  it  will  then  be  seen  there 
is  not  much  difference  between  manufacturing  here 
and  there.  One  article  pays  an  enormous  excise,  ano- 
ther none  ;  let  them  be  equalized  and  neither  have  an 
export  bounty ;  in  the  aggregate  it  will  be  found  that 
"W'e  could  meet  them  in  market,  if  not  without  any,  with 
a  small  rate  of  protecting  duty.  Let  cottons,  Avoollens 
and  linens  pay  the  same  excise  as  glass,  beer  and  spi- 
rits, and  cost  to  the  consumer  in  this  country  as  much 
as  they  do  in  England,  you  would  be  called  on  for  lit- 
tle further  protection  to  our  industry.  The  manufac- 
turer of  these  articles  pays  no  part  of  the  expences  of 
their  government,  is  burthened  witli  no  taxes,  because 
they  are  the  sources  of  their  greatness,  tlie  machinery 
by  which  they  draw  to  themselves  the  resources  of  all 
nations  who  purc!iase  them ;  retaining  us,  their  com- 
mercial, naval  attd  political  rivals,  in  a  state  of  coloni- 
al vassalage.  It  would  be  right  and  fair  to  aim  at 
once  at  this  system,  by  adding  to  the  ad  valorem  a  spe- 
cific duty  equal  to  the  bounty  paid  and  draw^hack  of 
excise  allowed  on  the  exportation ;  then  our  duties 
miglit  be  called  protecting  ones,  and  be  said  to  afford 
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efficient  protection  to  our  manufjictuves  ;  then  the  com' 
petition  would  be,  on  national  and  individual  grounds, 
a  fair  one  ;  but  the  committee,  aware  that  this  is  the 
first  attempt  to  introduce  such  a  principle  into  our  code, 
that  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  attempt  too  much  at 
once,  only  propose  to  consider  the  bounty  and  draw- 
back  as  apart  of  the  original  cost  on  which  the  duty  is 
to  be  assessed.  To  exemplify  this  on  linen,  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  would  only  counteract  the  bounty ;  we  re- 
commend the  addition  of  only  one  fourth  of  that  amount, 
not  to  introduce  a  war  of  legislation,  but  in  some  meas- 
ure to  countervail  the  operation  of  their  system;  itl^i 
creased  duties  v»'ill  be  inoperative  when  they  arc  eva- 
ded by  increased  bounties.  I  hope  these  principles 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  house  ;  if  they  do  not, 
all  our  laws  will  be  vain  :  we  had  better  say  at  once 
to  those  who  want  protection,  "  let  things  regulate 
themselves.*^  If  it  is  proper  to  act  at  all,  we  must  act 
efficiently  :  the  interests  of  our  country  are  assailed  by 
an  enemey  deep  in  his  designs,  persevering  in  their  ex- 
ecution, governed  by  a  spirit  ever  wake  and  watchful, 
deterred  by  no  opposition,  subdued  by  no  difficulties  ; 
the  wisdom  and  the  resources  of  a  mighty  empire  direc- 
ed  to  one  great  object — the  supply  of  foreign  nations 
with  the  articles  of  consumption.  Great  as  she  is  we 
can  me.et  her  in  open  war,  can  beat  her  on  the  land,  the 
water,  and  in  the  cabinet — ^but  succumb  in  legislation  ; 
become  the  dupes  of  her  policy,  quietly  indifferent  to 
the  exhaustion  of  our  resources,  which  flow  to  her  in 
one  constant,  increasing  cuneni;  our  dependence  on 
her  almost  daily  increasing,  she  exulting  in  the  success- 
ful operations  of  her  policy,  relieved  from  the  expense 
of  governing  us,  enjoying  all  the  benefits  we  could  af- 
ford her  as  colonies.  When  other  interests  are  endan- 
gered by  foreign  poAvers  or  regulation,  you  are  not 
backward  in  resisting  them  at  tiie  risk  of  a  war  ♦  if  a 
ship  or  cargo  is  seized,  a  seaman,  native  or  naturaliz- 
ed, impressed^  or  discriminating  duties  imposed  on 
tonnage,  you  do  not  leave  things  to  *•  regulate  them- 
sel^s  ;"  every  thing  is  protected,  every  thing  defend- 
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ed  but  manufactures;  these  alone  are  unworthy  of  ua» 
tioual  protection.  Decrees  and  orders  in  council  that 
embarrass  commerce,  are  not  suffered  to  operate  unmo- 
lested ;  but  a  system  of  bounties  and  drawbacks,  des- 
tructive not  only  of  interests  equally  important,  but  in 
their  consequences  involving  all  in  one  common  des- 
truction, are  practically  opposed  only  by  the  favourite 
maxim,  leave  us  alone,  let  them  res;ulate  themselves, 
I  hope  we  sliall  extend  it  to  all,  or  be  consistent,  and 
apply  it  to  none.  We  are  independent  in  name,  have 
the  powers  of  self-government;  but  tamely  content 
ourselves  with  being  dependent  on  our  rival  for  arti- 
cles of  necessity  and  the  means  of  defence  :  we  cannot 
clothe  or  arm  our  soldiers,  build  or  equip  a  navy,  with- 
out procuring  from  England  the  means.  National 
pride  and  honour  ought  to  revolt  at  the  degrading  re- 
flection. I  hope  to  see  the  day  ^vhen,  in  full  command 
of  our  consumption  and  means  of  defence,  our  resour- 
ces retained  at  home,  our  great  interests  safe  from  fo- 
reign competition,  we  shall  be  in  fact,  as  well  as  name, 
free  and  independent  states.  This  consummation  will 
not  be  brought  about  by  folding  our  arms,  and  leaving 
the  industry  of  the  country  to  regulate  itself;  it  was 
not  thus  that,  in  tlie  first  punic  war,  you  emerged  from 
colonial  dependence ;  that,  in  the  second,  you  success- 
fully defended  your  dearest  national  rights  :  before 
we  can  be  what  our  resources  enable  us  to  attain,  you 
must  wage  the  third  punic  war— not  of  arms,  but  of 
legislation  :  assail  our  rival  where  she  is  vulnerable, 
in  the  source  of  our  greatest  danger ;  her  systems  of 
bounties,  drawbacks  and  premiums,  and  in  her  manu- 
factures where  the  congress  of  i77'^  assailed  her:  go 
at  lea^  as  far  as  self-defence  will  authorise — protect 
ourMvn. 

/I^he  bill  proposes  an  additional  duty  on  hemp  of  20 
dollars  per  ton ;  it  was  deemed  necessary  that,  for  an 
article  of  the  first  necessity,  without  which  we  could 
neither  build  nor  equip  a  ship,  we  should  not  be  de- 
pendent as  we  now  are  for  the  supply  of  foreign  na- 
tions ;  in  case  of  a  war,  all  our  naval  preparations 
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might  be  suspended  until  it  could  be  produced  here  5 
it  is  so  essential  for  national  defence,  that  we  must 
command  enough  for  our  own  consumption.  Viewed 
as  an  agricultural  production,  which  was  formerly  rais- 
ed in  great  quantities  in  the  western  states,  but  which 
has  been  destroyed  by  foreign  competition,  or  as  a  ma- 
nufacture, it  equally  deserves  protection ;  at  a  time 
when  our  provisions,  excluded  from  foreign  markets, 
do  not  command  a  price  which  pays  the  expense  of 
cultivation;  when  the  agriculture  of  the  country  is  as 
depressed  as  its  manufactures,  it  needs  at  least  so  much 
protection  as  to  enable  it  to  compete  with  foreign  pro- 
ductions. These  reasons,  it  is  hoped,  will  exempt  the 
duty  on  this  item  from  the  charge  of  hostility  to  agri- 
culture. This  article  now  pays  a  duty  of  30  dollars  a 
ton,  the  wholesale  price  of  which  is  two  hundred  and 
forty  dollars,  or  equal  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
ad  valorem :  the  proposed  increase  will  be  twenty-one 
per  cent.  If  considered  as  a  manufactured  article, 
essential  for  consumption  and  defence,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  propriety  of  the  increased  duty  will  be  apparent, 
as  it  can  be  raised  to  an  amount  far  beyond  the  de- 
mand ;  the  domestic  competition  will  make  the  incre- 
sed  price  on  the  imported  article  but  temporary.  The 
same  apply  to  the  additional  duty  on  cotton,  and  the 
further  one  which  must  meet  with  general  assent,  that 
if  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  supply  the  country  with 
their  fabrics,  they  ought  to  use  our  own  raw  material, 
and  not  import  from  India.  The  cotton  planters  must 
not  indulge  in  fancied  security ;  in  I8I7,  the  foreign 
cotton  imported  and  consumed  in  the  United  States, 
was  1,700,000  pounds  ;  in  1818,  4,000,000  ;  in  l819, 
it  amounted  to  6,700,000  :  when  they  find  it  thus  in- 
creasing, and  France  and  England  imposing  high  du- 
ties on  its  importation,  they  ought  to  be  awakened  to 
the  necessity  of  at  least  securing  the  domestic  market, 
not  trusting  entirely  to  the  foreign  :  the  day  may  not 
be  very  distant  when  they  will  find  from  experience, 
that  their  favourite  maxim  of  '*  let  us  alone,"  will  ap- 
ply as  little  to  agriculture  as  it  now  does  practically  to 
commerce. 
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I  now  come  to  two  items  on  which  the  house  will 
not  only  expect  ()ut  require  me  to  say  something, ^Zass 
and  iron — one,  infinitely  in  teres  tins;  to  the  district,  the 
other  to  the  state  I  rej)resent.  It  is  best  not  to  mince. 
maters  ;  bat  to  speak  plainly  :  tliis  has  been  called  a 
Pittsburgh,  a  cut  glass  bill,  local,  partial  in  its  opera- 
tio!is — and  1  have  been  charged  with  framing  it  from 
inrtested  motives.  Gentlemen  had  better  be  cautious 
how  they  use  the  word  Pitisburgh  as  a  name  of  re- 
proach ;  it  may  be  like  the  term  whig,  one  of  pride 
and  not  of  disgrace.  I  tell  the  house  frankly,  that  I 
have  not  lost  sight  of  the  interest  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
would  never  forgive  myself  if  I  had ;  but  the  charges 
shall  be  met  plainly,  and  if  you  are  not  convinced  that 
the  interests  of  that  place  are  identified  with  the  na- 
tion, that  C2«^  glass  can  be  defended  on  national  grounds 
then  I  agree,  that  Pittsburgh,  its  representative,  its  fa- 
vorite manufacture,  and  the  tariff,  may  go  together.  I 
will  rest  the  whole  bill  on  this  item,  and  freely  admit 
that  the  increase  of  duty  on  glass,  plain,  not  cut,  is 
among  the  greatest  proposed.  In  selecting  articles 
worthy  of  national  protection,  none  are  more  eminently 
deserving  of  it  than  those,  the  raw  materials  of  which 
are  of  no  value  for  exportation — the  conversion  of  which 
into  articles  for  use,  produces  something  ont  of  nothing 
. — turns  into  manufactures  of  the  greatest  value  and 
beauty,  the  worthless  produce  of  the  earth — furnishes 
a  market  far  the  productions  of  the  farmer,  gives  em- 
ployment not  only  to  labouring  men,  but  boys  who 
would  otherwise  contract  habits  of  idleness  and  vice. 
The  foreign  material  bears  to  the  manufactured  article 
the  proportion  of  twenty-five  cents  to  one  hundred 
dollars  ;  the  res,t  is  the  product  of  our  own  soil — small 
quantities  of  ashes  and  lead  the  principal  material  sand, 
which  is  fit  for  no  other  purpose,  not  even  to  make 
mortar — stone  coal,  the  machinery.  In  the  days  of 
our  prosperity  we  have  made  io  the  amount  of  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mi- lion  of  dollars  worth  in  a  year  :  it  was  so 
mucli  money  extracted  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth 
by  the  labor  of  hundreds  adding  to  the  wealth   and 
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comfort  of  all  within  the  sphere  of  its  action  ;  now  we. 
make  I  may  say  none.  Will  G;entleinGn  tell  mc,  wha 
has  profited  by  the  chan-^e — the  farmer,  the  laborer, 
our  country,  or  the  foreign  manufacturerP  Plain  glass 
now  pays  an  impost  duty  of  twenty  per-cent.  it  is  pro- 
posed to  raise  it  and  make  it  specific  ten  cents  a  pound ; 
in  England,  the  impost  duty  amounts  to  a  prohibi 
lion — made  there,  it  pays  for  home  consumption,  an 
excise  of  4Z  18s.  sterling  on  the  109  weight — on  ex- 
portation, there  is  a  drawback  of  Ihe  excise,  and  a  ciis- 
torn  bounty  q/'one  pound  five  shillings  sterling,  making 
in  all  6/  3s.  equal  to  twenty-eight  cents  a  pound  be- 
tween the  price  to  the  consumer  in  England  and  here. 
The  custom  house  bounty  alone  amounts  t^  near  six. 
cents  a  pound :  and  from  this  document,  taken  from 
the  custom  house  in  Boston,  it  appears  that,  in  an  in- 
voice amounting  to  129/  in  value,  the  British  bounty 
amounts  to  120  dollars,  our  import  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
to  114,  leaving  a  clear  profit  of  six  dollars  ;  with  the 
addition  of  the  excise  draw-back  on  an  invoice  of  550 
pounds  sterling,  the  importer,  after  paying  all  export 
duties,  freight  insurance,  commission  and  all  charges 
makes  a  clear  profit  of5iL — Has  not  this  article  pecu- 
liar claims  on  us  for  protection?  Tli(^  present  duty 
is  a  mere  tax  on  the  consumer  :  it  operates  as  no  dis- 
crimination between  ours  and  the  industry  of  other  na- 
tions ;  but  leaves  it  to  struggle  against  the  eiFects  of  a 
positive  premium  on  importation.  The  proposed  in- 
crease will  not,  as  a  protecdng  duty,  amount  to  more 
than  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem — on  cut  glass  it  i.^ 
only  pr()posed  to  add  five  per  cent  the  duty  is  now 
thirty.  I  am  aware  of  the  objections  to  the  duty  on  plair^ 
glass,  and  am  sorry  to  find  them  come  from  manufac- 
tures, glass  cutters,  not  makers^  but  importers  of  plain 
glass,  who  are  not  satisfied  with  thirty-five  on  cut  glass. 
and  represent  plain  as  a  raw  material  which  ought  to 
be  duty  free.  In  Pittsburgh,  it  is  both  made  and  cuL 
and  the  house  will  judge  who  is  most  actuated  by  na- 
tional principles,  Vv  hich  plan  adds  most  to  the  sum  of 
national  wealth,  industry  and  resources.     Genllem^i 
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are  mistaken  in  supposing  mine  an  iron  making— ^iti# 
an  iron  buying,  iron  consuming  district.  Tlie  time 
has  been  when  6000  tons  were  purchased  annually^ 
not  one  of  which  was  made  in  the  district ;  But  to 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  it  is  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance—it is  her  staple  manufacture  ;  to  the  nation  the 
all  essential  article  for  private  consumption  and  pub- 
lic defence.  It  ought  to  be  less  interesting  to  us  whe- 
ther it  requires  pi-otection,  whether  the  establishments 
for  its  manufacture  are  declining  or  prosperous — we 
can  and  must  supphj  ourselves.  Every  part  of  the 
union  abounds  with  the  raw  material,  it  is  perfectly 
worthless  for  all  other  purposes ;  not  fit  for  roads, 
the  working  of  it  not  only  employs  much  of  the  labour  j 
but  furnishes  a  market  for  much  of  the  produce  of  our 
soil :  these  good  eflfects  are  not  confined  to  a  small 
space  ;  an  instance  of  this  occurs,  in  the  fact  that  the 
iron  works  in  the  interior  Of  our  state,  are  supplied 
with  bacon  from  Kentucky  ;  the  remark  is  true  of  this 
as  of  all  other  manufactures,  that  the  farmer  is  among 
those  who  derive  the  most  profit  from  their  success. — 
It  is  matter  of  most  perfect  astonishment,  that  so  im- 
portant an  article  should  have  been  not  only  so  per- 
fectly and  wantonly  abandoned  by  the  present  tariff, 
but  pointedly  selected  for  reprobation  by  a  strange 
policy — which,  whilst  it  raised  the  duties  on  most  oth- 
er articles,  reduced  that  on  iron  nearly  100  per  cent.— 
Fron  1804  until  1815,  it  was  at  seventeen  and  a  half 
per  cent,  and  until  1816  at  15 — a  duty  which  might 
have  saved  these  interesting  establishments  thus  appa- 
rently destroyed  by  design  :  pigs  and  castings  in  1816, 
paid  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem:  bar  iron  nine  dol- 
lars a  ton^  equal  to  say  nine  per  cent,  ad  valorem  : 
in  1818  the  duties  were  increased  to  fifty  cents  a  hun- 
dred on  pigs,  seventy-five  on  castings  and  bar  iron  ; 
in  this  house  it  was  raised  to  twenty  dollars  a  ton  by 
a  majority  of  forty-seven,  but  reduced  in  the  senate  to 
fifteen.  Had  the  duty  been  a  proportionate  one  in 
1816,  a  rate  lower  tlian  the  one  now  proposed  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  have  insured  a  domestic  sup- 
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jply ;  but  the  reports  of  tlie  treasury  present  us  with 
t'dcis  \v  iiich  call  for  immediate  and  efficient  interference. 
In  1818  liie  importation  of  bar  iron  exceeded  sixteen 
tkMi'iuad  tons — in  1S19  it  amounted  to  near  twenty 
t'ioub.ind.  The  decrease  cf  ad  valorem  importations 
i  this  j«ar  has  exceeded  1819,000,000,  while  the  in- 
cr-  ise  of  liar  iron  has  been  near  four  thousand  tons. 
Coui^>ariug  it  with  cotton,  there  are  many  more  nation- 
ai  rea^oi.i  for  its  protection — the  materials  of  ond  can 
be  exported,  but  the  other  cannot :  we  send  out  of  the 
country  near  )Sa,000,000,  annually,  for  an  article  we 
could  make  at  home,  and  out  of  materials  perfectly 
worthless  in  themselves.  The  rate  of  duty  is  not  un- 
reasonable in  itself,  or  disproportionate  toothei*  items 
in  this  bill,  or  the  old  tariff.  On  the  first  of  this  month 
the  wholesale  price  of  it  was,  according  to  the  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  prices  current,  from  100  to  liO 
dollars  a  ton  ;  caiculating  on  the  price  at  the  place  of 
importation,  the  fairest  mode  of  fixing  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  it  would  be  twenty-five  per  cent,  the  same  as  on 
cottons  and  woolens  now,  and  eight  per  cent,  less  than 
is  proposed — five  per  cent,  less  than  on  leather  and 
paper,  in  the  present,  and  ten  less  than  is  proposed  in 
this  bill  on  the  former.  Considering  it  as  an  article 
abandoned  in  the  former  tariff,  that  what  will  restore 
the  declining  will  not  re-animate  the  dead ;  that,  in 
the  embarrassment  and.  distress  of  the  last  year,  the 
i.«portations  have  rapidly  increased  while  others  di- 
minish. I  confidently  hope  that  to  affording  to  this  a 
protection  equal  to  other  articles,  no  objecti«>u  will  or 
can  be  made  by  those  who  profess  to  he  friendly  to 
the  system. 

Iron  is  certainly  an  article  of  necessity,  but  not 
more  so  than  clothing  ;  it  is  called  a  raw  material--- 
we  would  as  soon  apply  this  term  to  a  ball  of  cotton  yarn 
or  a  piece  of  broad  cloth.  This  word  raw  material  is 
strangely  misunderstood.  The  glass  cutter  calls  plain 
glass;  the  iron  founder,  pigs  ;  the  rope-maker,  hemp 
and  flax  ;  the  copper-smith  and  brazier,  brass  and 
copper  in  sheets  and   still  bottoms,  raw  materials  ; 
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v/bile  tite  makers  of  these  articles  call  them  manulac- 
turcs,  and  petiiioii  lor  protection.  I  believe  the  safer 
rule  is  to  consider  that  which  is  taken  from  the  earth 
as  the  raw  material,  and  every  change  in  its  form  or 
value,  by  labour,  as  a  manufuctnre,  equally  entitled  to 
encouragement.  It  is  certainly  true  policy  to  afford  it 
to  every  thing  which  can  be  made  at  home,  especially 
when  the  material  can  never  become  an  article  of  ex- 
port. The  extent  of  the  protection  to  be  regulated  by 
the  amount  of  importation-'--the  deficiency  of  revenue 
supplied  by  an  excise  on  the  manufacture  protected. 
The  increased  duty  on  molasses  has  excited  much  op- 
position and  some  feeling  ;  of  those  who  seem  to  consid- 
er it  partial  and  oppressive,  I  must  ask  a  candid  review 
of  the  principles  on  which  this  bill  has  been  framed, 
the  situation  in  which  the  committee  has  been  placed 
and  with  an  assurance  that  no  feelings  of  mine  can  be 
gratified  by  bearing  hard  on  my  native  country,  beg 
them  to  look  at  this  item  on  national  grounds.— Pres- 
sed with  petitions  from  every  class  of  manufactures, 
praying  for  high  duties  on  foreign  articles  which  in- 
terfered with  theirs,  sensible  that  something  ought  to 
be  done  ;  yet  beset  with  difficulties  on  all  sides,  unaid- 
ed and  alone,  v»e  were  thrown  on  a  forlorn  hope.  A 
partial  local  system  would  have  insured  its  own  defeat, 
a  general  one  might  impair  the  revenue;  to  avoid  that^ 
to  shape  our  course  to  meet  the  interests  of  a  nation  so 
widely  extended  as  this---one  might  almost  say  twenty 
two  different  nations,  divided  at  least  into  great  sections 
some  engaged  almost  exclusively  in  agriculture,  some 
in  commercial  and  manufacturiiig  pursuits,  and  some  in 
all— was  attended  with  uncommon  trouble.  We  are 
not  disappointed  in  finding  other  motives  attributed  to 
us,  hut  disclaim  all  which  are  not  f  juiidcd  on  the  general 
principles  avowed  by  us.  In  proposing  increased  du- 
ties  on  the  various  articles  iu  this  bill,  there  seemed 
fevV  if  any  on  v^iiich  so  mariy  reasons  could  be  brought 
to  bean  The  article  is  bulky,  cannot  l)e  smuggled;, 
and  aids  the  revenue — the  transportation  of  it  from 
the  south  employs  as  much  shipj)ii]gas  from  the  West 
Indies — it  catmot  iujuro  cammerce ;  stiU  less   so  if 
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you  adoptthe  navigation  act  which  stops tlie  intcrcniirso 
with  tiie  britisli  islands.     View  it  as  a  produce  of  the 
soil  or  a  matmiactiirc,  it  is  as  much  entitled  to  protec- 
tion as  any  other.     This  hill  tends  essentially  to  aid 
the  manufactures  of  the  northern  and    middle  slates  ; 
it  is  hut  fair  that  they  should  exchani;e  them  for  the 
productions   of  tiie  south  ;  l)uy  from  their  customers, 
their  friends  and  countrymen.     As  an  article  of  domes- 
tic consumption,    it  is  not   of  much  importance  ;  to  a 
family  wiiich  consumes  twenty  gallons  in  a  year,  the 
increased  duty  is  one  dollar  ;  the  wages  of  one  child 
employed  in  a  factory,    put  in  operation  by  this   hill, 
which  would  otiicrwise  be  idle,  woisld  pay  it  in   two 
days.     If  distilled,  and   the  spirits  exported,  there  is 
a  drawback  of  the  duty  ;  if  for  home  consumption  the 
lairness  of  the  duty  is  at  once  apparent.     The  present 
duty,  on  a  gallon  of  the  lowest  proof  rum  is  45    cents 
— if  distilled  from   molasses,  it  now  pays  71  •  at  the 
proposed  rate,  15 — there  can  be  no  rational  reason  for 
this  g:reat  difference,  when  an  article  of  consumption  is 
made  from  a  foreign  material  which  can  be  produced 
at  home ;  if  the  domestic  product  is  encouraged,  the 
spirit  distilled  is  duty  free.     AVith  these  strong  rea- 
sons, the  committee  could  not  overlook  this  article — 
my  mind  is  not  better  satisfied  with  any  one  in  the  bill ; 
we    could  not,  with  any  justice  to  onr=!elves,   recom- 
mend to  the  house  a  system  which  should  not  embrace, 
as  far  as  practicable,  the  interest  of  all  alike.     It  is  in 
vain  to  expect  the  concurrence  of  such  a  body  as  this 
to  any  measure  of  paitial  operation  ;  take  any  one  item 
in  this  hill,  some  part  of  the  country  vvill  object  to  it; 
and  if  confined  to  one  alone,  there  will  be  a  majority 
against  every  one.    tSeatlemeu  must  look  to  the  u  hole, 
and  not  confiae  their  enquiries  ti  what  bears  hard  on 
sectional  interest — extend  them  to  the  i)enefits  derived 
---viewed  in  this  light,  the  balance   will  not  be  found 
against  the  part  of  the  country  froQi  which  the  opposi- 
tion of  this  duty  principally  comes.     An  increased  du- 
ty of  five  cents  a  bushel  is  proposed  on  salt — most  of 
the  reasons  which  apply  to  others  v/ill  to  this  articlajj 
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but  there  arc  sonic  which  do  so  exclusively  ;  if  it  is  ai 
all  sound  policy  to  command  the  consumption  of  our 
articles  of  necessity,  it  is  emphatically  so  of  this,  which 
can  be  made  any  where,  and  for  which,  in  a  cessation 
of  commercial  intercourse,  a  most  enormous  price  is 
imposed.  It  is  a  manufacture,  the  raw  material  of 
which  is  the  ocean,  the  principal  machinery  the  sun — • 
nature  does  the  greatest  part  of  the  labour — it  is  an  im- 
portant item  of  revenue.  The  present  price  in  the  in- 
terior is  from  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per 
bushel ;  on  the  sea  coast  say  70  cents — it  is  fair  that 
such  a  duty  should  be  laid  as  may  tend  in  some  meas- 
ure to  equalize  the  cost  to  the  consumer.*  The  duty 
on.  spirits  is  not  altered — it  is  an  important  source  of 
revenue  and  cannot  be  spared-— the  present  rate  is  high  ; 
the  committee  wished  lo  have  increased  it  to  prohibi- 
tion ;  but  it  was  not  in  their  province  to  substitute  an 
e^  isc  to  supply  the  deficit  of  revenue.  We  well  know 
that  to  take  in  one  item,  3,500,000  dolls,  from  an  alrea- 
dy exhausted  treasury,  would  destroy  the  whole  bill  / 
yet  I  feel  authorised  to  say,  that  none  would  more 
cheerfully  concur  in  the  prohibition  of  foreign  spirits, 
and  an  excise  on  domestic,  than  the  committee  of  ma- 
nufactures. It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that 
that  committee  did  not  act  on  the  items  in  the  bill 
printed  in  italics,  except  brown  sugar  and  molasses  ; 
this  list  was  furnished  to  us,  with  a  view  to  revenue, 
by  a  gentleman  whose  situation  brought  that  subject 
under  his  consideration — for  any  other  purpose,  we 
have  no  anxiety  to  retain  it. 

The  fourth  section  allows  a  drawback  of  the  duty 
on  tin  and  copper  when  made  up  and  exported ;  this 
is  a  new  feature  in  our  system,  but  deemed  necessary 
for  the  double  purpose  of  aiding  the  manufactures  and 
commerce  of  the  country ;  it  would  have  been  extend- 
ed to  other  articles,  but  it  was  thought  better  not  to 
make  the  biU  too  complicated,  or  to  go  too  much  into 
detail ;  the  foundation  once  laid,  it  can  be  built  on 

*  The  bounties  on  the  fisheries  were  increpsed  by  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  25r  per  cent,  on  account  of  the  increased  duty  on  salt. 
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herpafier.  The  manufacture  of  these  articles  for  the 
West  India  market,  would  be  a  source  of  emp  oymeot 
t'i  our  laboinv  and  profit  to  the  employer,  if  enabled  to 
compete  with  the  same  articles  made  and  imported  by 
oihers  ;  with  a  duty  of  2iO  per  cent,  our  workmen  would 
be  excluded — with  this  drawback  they  come  in  on 
equal  terms.  These  articles  present  the  commence- 
men  of  a  system  which  we  must  some  day  adopt,  and 
•which  will  make  the  foundation  of  our  prosperity  un- 
shaken. It  consists  in  imposing  such  an  import  duty 
as  will  secure  us  our  home  consumption  ;  an  excise  on 
consumption  (for  revenue)  on  the  exportation,  a  draw- 
back of  excise  ;  ihus  making  the  niatiufacture  of  one 
article  exemplify  the  policy  and  all  the  great  objects  of 
government.  The  remainder  of  the  bill,  except  the 
ytji  and  10th  sections,  i^  copied  from  the  present  law; 
those  sections  have  been  inserted  with  the  sole  view 
of  guarding  against  frauds  which  exist  to  a  very  great 
extent,  and  which,  if  not  checked,  will  completely 
counteract  principles  of  vital  ira|)ortance  to  the  system 
we  have  recommended.  Fears  have  been  entertained 
that  the  10th  section  will  be  injurious  to  the  fair  com- 
merce of  the  country  ;  it  is  not  so  intended,  and  can  be 
so  modified  as  to  secure  the  objects  of  the  committee, 
without  injuring  an  interest  equally  worthy  of  national 
protection  as  the  one  1  am  advocating ;  if  it  cannot,  I 
will  consent  to  strike  it  out ;  fori  am  no  enemy  to  com- 
merce.* This  is  notthetimeto  make  professions  ;  they 
will  not  be  believed  till  the  excitement  occasioned  by 
this  and  the  other  bills  reported  by  the  committee  shall 
have  subsided:  when  they  are  calmly  examined,  there 
will  be  found  no  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  proteci 
one  at  the  expense  of  the  o'licr  great  interest  of  the  na- 
tion :  all  are  alike  depressed,  presenting  equal  claims 
on  a  government  designed  for  the  common  benefit ; 
struggling  against  foreign  competition  and  regulations, 
all  parts  of  the  country  require  your  protection,  Tiie 
committee,  adopting  the  opiuion  of  the  treasury,  that 

*  This  section  was  stricken  out.  on  motijr!  of  Mr.  Yi. 
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this  was  the  proper  time  to  effect  a  change  in  our  iu- 
ternul  relations,  have  nol,  in  recommending  this  meas- 
ure, overlooked  these  interests.  It  makes  ample  pro- 
vision {"or  revenue  :  if  the  imports  continue  the  same  as 
in  1818^  the  increase  duties  add  b  5.800,000.  It  must 
he  matter  of  conjecture  iiow  far  the  dimiiiislied  impor- 
tation will  equal  or  exceed  the  increased  duties  ;  if  the 
system  of  imports  is  alone  to  he  relied  on,  if  you  will 
resort  to  no  other,  it  is  your  duty  to  make  tlie  most  of 
it — not  to  attempt  to  support  it  hy  loans  and  taking 
the  sinking  fund,  as  pioposed  hy  the  committee  of  ways 
and  meaus.  If  you  will  cling  to  it,  I  hope  you  will 
not  reject  this  hill,  hecause  it  aids  manufactures  as  weU 
as  revenue — that  tliose  \v!io  are  so  sensitive  on  the 
state  of  the  treasury  and  object  to  this,  will  propose  a 
better  mode  of  apportioning  the  burthens  on  the  cou- 
sumer.  Pass  this  bill,  reduce  the  credits  of  the  cus- 
tom-house, impose  a  duty  on  auction  sales — you  want 
no  loan  ;  the  cry  of  revenue  will  be  hushed  by  an  union 
of  those  who  wish  to  fill  the  treasury  and  protect  our 
own  industry.  But  we  understand  each  other  very 
Avell :  revenue  is  one  of  the  alarm  bells  to  defeat  this 
bill ;  tliose  who  raise  it,  well  know  that  for  the  pre- 
sent it  makes  ample  provision,  but  that  for  the  future 
a  new  system  must  he  adopted  ;  one  which  must  com- 
bine the  protection  of  the  great  interest  which  they  op- 
pose. As  it  is  inevetable,  it  is  better  to  come  to  it  gra- 
dually ;  if  postpojied  till  the  voice  of  the  country  makes 
an  imperatis'e  call,  do  not  hlane  us  if  the  revulsion  is 
sudden  and  the  shock  violent.  In  five  short  years  your 
impost  has  diminished  from  thirty-six  millions  to  six- 
teen, more  than  three  millions  of  which  is  now  in  suit. 
Your  expenditures  are  twenty-six  millions  in  a  state 
of  peace.  It  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  tell  that 
the  income  will  not  meet  the  expences  ; — you  must  re- 
sort to  new  means,  to  internal  taxes,  to  excise.  In 
ysing  these  words  I  will  not  be  misunderstood .-  by  in- 
ternal taxes  I  mean,  not  direct  ones  on  land,  but  on 
auctions,  pleasure  carriages,  watches,  expensive  fur- 
niiurc^  &c.  in  other  words,  those  taxes  on  the  rich  an4 
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jiiouey-makiiig  classes  of  society,  which  were  repealed 
two  years  ago,  when  a  temporary  overllowiisg  of  the 
treasury  induced  you  to  abandon  the  original  financial 
system  of  revenue  and  trust  alone  to  imposts.  By  ex- 
cise, I  mean  a  tax  on  the  domestic  manufacture  widch 
is  protected  from  foreign  competition.  Excise  has  been 
an  odious  term,  but  it  will  soon  be  understood  and  di- 
vested of  its  terrors.  To  the  consumer  it  makes  no 
difference,  whether  he  pay^  to  the  merchant  two  dol- 
lars impost  on  a  pair  of  boots,  or  the  sam'5  amount  of 
excise  to  a  suoeraaker ;  t )  a  farmer,  whether  he  pays 
five  dollars  impost  on  his  coat,  or  five  dollars  excise  to 
the  manufacturer.  There  is  indeed  one  diiference,  and 
that  contains  the  sura  and  substance  of  political  econo- 
my— he  can  p  ly  the  manufacture]^  in  wool  and  provi- 
sions  :  the  merchant  he  must  pay  in  money;  he  must 
remit  it  to  England — she  excludes  our  produce  and 
raw  material.  Fhis  illustrates  the  diflfereiice  betweeii 
impost  and  excise ;  the  first  turns  the  whole  attention 
of  the  government  to  encourage  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign productions,  as  the  means  of  imposing  a  tax  on 
the  consumer.  If  the  country  commands  its  own  con- 
sumption, importation  and  imposts  cease  ;  now  every 
thing  becomes  subservient  to  revenue  and  to  commerce, 
a.s  the  means  of  transporting  the  instrurae:»L  of  taxa* 
tion  ;  such  a  system  necessarily  checks,  if  not  destroys 
our  internal  industry  ;  domestic  manufactures  paying 
no  tax,  the  encouragerient  of  foreign  is  the  inevitable 
consequence. 

Whether  this  system  is  beneficial  to  the  nation,  i^ 
tio  longer  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  of  liistory.  The 
late  war  totally  destroved  the  impost^s ;  yon  were  left 
without  revenue  ;  foreign  importation  ceasing,  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  country  sprung  up  and  flourished. — 
Amid  all  the  j/ressure  and  privations  of  the  war,  the 
people  grew  rich  and  .verc  abie  to  pay  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  12,000,000  in  one  year  ;  how  much  could 
they  afford  to  pay  now  ?  The  peace  found  tiie  nation- 
al resources  untouched,  the  nation  strong,  and  the  pca- 
j;)le  contented :  wliile  the  war  duties  coatiaued  there 
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were  no  complaints ;  revetiue  was  abundant ;  coni- 
mercc  ilourislied ;  manufactures  prospered ;  farmers 
rolled  in  wealth  : — not  a  murnuir  was  heard  aaiainst 
taxes  ;  even  when  you  repealed  them  there  was  but 
one  solitary  petition  on  your  tabic  praying  for  tlio 
measure.  It  was  most  strange,  after  this  experience 
of  the  salutary  effects  of  the  then  state  of  tilings,  that 
there  should  have  been  a  recurrence  to  the  old  system^ 
which  must  be  again  abandoned  on  every  fluctuation 
of  our  commerce  and  foreign  relations — which  can  ne- 
ver be  permanent,  but  is  in  its  nature  temporary,  result- 
ing from  the  chapter  of  accidents  relied  on  by  no  na- 
tiou  but  ours,  and  by  Us  founl  insufficient  by  experi- 
ence. Evfcn  at  this  moment,  when  our  opponents  are 
so  alarmed  about  it,  we  have  made  up  our  minds  to 
vote  for  a  loan  after  this  bill  shall  have  been  defeated; 
for  fear  it  will  impair  this  noble  and  beautiful  system 
of  impost.  You  will,  before  you  adjourn,  contradict 
your  declaration,  that  the  system  is  good  and  the  re- 
venue sound,  by  a  ^^  be  it  enacted,"  and  ihe  legisla- 
tive declarations  of  the  three  brandies  of  the  gov- 
ernment, pronounce  that  it  is  found  wanting.  Phis  is 
tio  time  for  concealment ;  the  house  v.'ill  not  understand 
me  as  attempting  to  disguise  my  views  on  this  subject ; 
Sf  national  industry  is  ever  to  be  prolecled  ;  if  we  are 
i'.ver  to  command  our  own  consumption,  the  system  of 
j-evcnue  niust  be  changed — part  impost,  part  excise. — 
While  you  rely  exclusively  on  the  first,  it  is  in  vain  to 
L^xpt'ct  that  sound  measures  of  national  policy  can  ever 
be  adopted.  Jl  temporary  check  on  foreign  importa- 
tions may,  for  a  time,  give  a  favourable  turn  to  the  la- 
bour of  the  iKition  ;  but  iii  their  recurrence  our  estab- 
lishments must  fall.  Bonothin^^,  or  do  something  per- 
manent and  cHicient,  s)  that  th^re  may  be  some  assu- 
iance  that  the  national  industry  will  not  be  exposed  to 
p.bandonment  by  every  varying  motion  of  foreign  poli- 
ty, ilestore  a  confidence  uou'  destroyed  ;  bottom  your 
revenue  on  the  manufactures  of  the  country  ;  then  both 
are  placed  on  a  foundation  which  combines  the  support 
of  the  government  with  the  best  interests  of  the  nation. 
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We  are  told  this  bill  will  destroy  commerce  :  this  is 
hot  an  unexpected  alarm  :  it  was  raised  when  tlie  last 
tariff  was  passed  ;  it  is  equally  loud  when  any  meas- 
ure is  proposed  which  adcis  a  cent  or  a  dollar  to  a  du- 
ty on  importation ;  joined  with  smuggling,  we  shall  al- 
ways hear  the  cry  repeated  when  any  measure  is  pro- 
posed not  tending  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  that  inter- 
est. I  had  indulged  a  hope  ihat,  at  this  time,  whentiie 
commerce  of  the  country  was  as  prostrate  as  our  mali- 
ufactures,  when  both  are  pressing  us  for  protection 
from  the  same  dangers,  that  its  friends  would  have 
made  common  cause,  and  joined  in  a  common  struggle 
for  self-preservation.  The  hope  was  not  a  sanguine 
one  :  commerce  has  been  too  long  a  pet,  the  spoiled 
child  of  government,  to  think  there  Jlrc  any  other  in- 
terests worth  protecting.  The  mere  creature  of  legis- 
lation, raised  to  importance  by  our  laws  and  the  expen- 
diture of  a  great  portion  of  our  revenue  for  its  support, 
commerce  has  presented  herself  as  the  Atlas  which, 
supports  the  government,  the  country,  and  all  its  great 
interests  ;  now,  it  seems,  she  cannot  support  herself.* 
yet,  while  approaching  you  in  a  suppliant  posture> 
praying  for  a  bankrupt  law  to  save  her  merchants,  na- 
vigation acts,  her  shipping,  she  still  retains  the  spirit, 
still  thinks  that  all  legislation  must  be  for  her  benefit, 
boldly  claiming  the  rights  of  primogeniture ;  loudly 
protesting  that  any  thing  done  for  the  other  children 
of  the  nation  is  her  destruction.  While  this  is  com- 
merce, *'  I  am  against  it ;"  but  if  she  claims  equal  pro- 
tection, or  even  a  double  portion  in  her  favour,  I  will 
go  as  far  as  any  man  in  this  house  to  support  the  fair 
trade  of  the  country^  Important  as  I  think  manufac- 
tures, commerce  is  no  less  so ;  but  I  must  be  understood 
as  not  meaning  that  commerce  which  is  confined  to  the 
export  of  raw  materials  and  the  import  of  manufactures 
for  home  consumption,  which  adds  nothing  to  the  la- 
bour and  wealth  of  the  nation— ^only  draws  from  the 
consumer  what  he  ought  to  retaiil  at  home,  our  resour- 
ces, to  enrich  other  nations  ;  but  that  commerce  which^j 
by  the  carrying  trade,  the  export  of  foreign  produce^ 
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kiul  oui*  own  manuAictares,  draws  wealth  from  others 
to  us— equally  promoting  the  great  interests  of  the 
country.  The  friends  of  commerce  may  boast  of  its 
importance  and  profits,  yet  they  well  know  that  even 
t'.)  tiie  merdiant,  the  export  of  provisions  and  import  of 
goods  for  domestic  consumj)tion,  has  been  a  losing  bu- 
siness. E'Xamine  their  ledgers  for  tlse  last  30  years  ; 
they  wiillind  it  would  have  been  cheaper  to  have  bought 
bills  than  to  remit  produce  ;  I  well  know  that  the  ex- 
port of  produce  down  the  Ohio  has  been  unproductive  ; 
the  first  cost  has  never  come  back  to  our  country  : 
the  history  of  the  country,  the  public  documents  on 
your  table,  prove  the  facts,  as  to  the  sea-ports,  that  the 
only  profitable  commerce  has  been  the  carrying  trade — 
the  re-export,  the  draw  back  system,  the  same  for  which 
a  permanent  foundation  has  been  laid  in  this  bill. 

It  is  admitted,  that  the  most  flourishing  period  of 
our  commerce  was  from  1803  to  181S,  the  best  years 
1806  and  1807  ;  it  has  been  declining  since  the  peace  : 
1816  and  1817  very  bad  years — the  worst  was  18l8  ; 
yet  the  average  amount  of  exports  for  the  first  period 
was  less  than  in  1818  by  one  milli(»n.  There  was  this 
remarkabJe  difference  from  1803  to  1812,  the  average 

exports  amounted  to  _            -  .             .             69,171,000 

Domestic  produce,         -  33,157,000  -          foreign,     31,014,000 

ISIS,  whole  am't.  of  exports,  -         -         _         _  70,142,000 

Domestic  produce,  50,976,000,  -         foreign,      19,165,000 

1806,  nett  revenue         -  16,081,000  »         drawbacks,    9,709  000 

lt-;07,              -             ^  16  493,000,  -            -             9,9'-)5,000 

1818,  revenue  received,  25  832,000,  -         drawback,     3,343,000 

1816         -         -         -  32,786,000,  -             -               4,830,000 

i'517,              -         -         -  22,082,000,  -         .           .           3,937,000 

These  frxts  present  you  with  a  history  and  account 
for  the  rise  and  decline  of  commerce,  as  well  as  manu- 
factures ;  they  require  no  comment,  but  afford  much 
for  reflection  ;  they  sliow  the  kind  of  commerce  wofth 
protecting,  in  which  I  will  be  behind  no  one,  at  all  ha- 
zards— even  of  a  war.  Li&l\  now  only  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  export  of  our  produce  and  the  importation 
of  articles  for  consumptioi],  we  are  losing  the  carrying 
trade — not  f  r  the  want  of  laws  to  protect  it,  but  fo? 
ihi^  evident  reason^  tliat  the  commercial  nations  of  Eu- 
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rope  can  be  their  own  carriers,  import  directly  from 
tlieir  own  colonies  :  they  arc  not  to  be  diverted  by  na- 
vigation acts  ;  other  means  must  be  adopted  to  restore 
our  commerce  and  give  employment  to  our  shipping; 
we  must  do  as  all  other  nations  have  done — ma  .e  our- 
selves carriers  by  creating  materials  for  trade.  None 
ever  became  so  by  being  the  consumers  of  the  manu- 
factures of  others.  In  a  settled  state  of  things,  com- 
merce cannot  exist  without  manufactures  ;  the  one  is 
the  basis  and  affiu-ds  the  materials  of  the  other.  While 
it  is  thonp;ht  bad  policy  to  snj)ply  ourselves,  Me  can- 
not expect  to  supply  other:^ — -it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for 
employment  for  our  ships  when  we  have  nothing  to  ex- 
port which  will  pay  expences — equally  vain  to  place 
our  faith  in  measures  intended  to  coerce  its  employ- 
ment by  other  nations,  in  opposition  to  their  interest. 
Ships,  commerce,  and  colonies,  is  their  maxim,  it 
would  be  ours  in  like  circumstances. 

The  agricultural  class  of  the  country  seems  alarm- 
ed at  this  bill ;  with  what  reason  it  is  certainly  difficult 
to  divine.  Their  situation  is  not  more  enviable  than 
that  of  the  other  great  interests.  The  ports  of  Europe, 
and  the  British  West  Indies  arc  closed  a'i;ainst  their 
provisions  ;  some  are  actually  imported  for  oar  own 
consumption.  Ilavanna  has  been  a  good  market ;  the 
last  accounts  from  that  place  represent  tiie  "market 
completely  glutted  with  provisions  Rice  d:jll  at  5 
dollars;  flour  13 — duties  9;  upwards  of  50,000  bar- 
rels had  arrived  tliere  from  ports  in  Frauce,  and  from 
St.  Andero,  in  Spaisi.  and  further  supplies  expected 
from  the  same  quarter."'  Wheat  in  tlie  interior  37'| 
cents  a  bushel ;  flour  at  your  farms  3  dollars,  and  in 
the  seaports  1 — excluded  from  foreign  markets,  you 
complain  that  we  are  about  creating  a  domestic  one. 

Thus  it  is  when  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  all 
the  great  interests  in  the  country,  being  equally  pros- 
trate, and  one  general  scene  of  distress  pervading  all 
its  parts,  there  was  a  reasonable  Iiope  of  a  union  of  sen- 
il  rscnt,  and  a  common  effort  to  restore  us  to  v.hat  we 
''ere,  v/hen  the  path  we  propose  is  consistent  with  tip 
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expevicnce  of  all  nations  as  well  as  our  own,  we  are 
met  on  all  sides  witli  the  chillini;  cry  of  let  us  atone, 
leave  u-s  to  re, filiate  ourselves.     You  have  regulated 
yourselves  till  legislation  is  necessary  to  restore.  Re,- 
nieinber,  if  the  revenue  has  failed,  if  commerce  is  with- 
out employment,  and  agriculture  has  no  market,  manu- 
factures h?ive  not  caused  it.    One  would  think  in  hear- 
ing the  various  :  ries  of  danger  from  this  source,  that 
they  were  progressing  with  giant  strides,  till  their  in- 
terest had  becotne  a  Brobdinagian  among  the  Lilliputs. 
It  seems  to  be  forgotten  tiiat  it  is  writhing  almost  in 
the  agonies  of  death  ;  far  from  being  able  to  injure  oth- 
ers, it  qannot  save  itself,  and  is  as  low  as  its  worst  ene- 
mies could  wish  it.     All  have  alike  sunk  beneath  the 
effects   of  foreign  policy  and   your  indifference — laid 
lovi'  alike — struggling  side  by  side  ;  the  three  great 
interests  of  the  country  are  to  be  restored  only  by  yout 
interference  :  they  call  to  you  in  sepulchral  tones,  equal- 
ly to  warn  you  of  past  errors  and  imploring  for  future 
aid,     But,  sir,  listen  to  all  alike  :  do  not  let  revenue, 
crying  for  a  loan,  commerce  for  bankrnpt  and  naviga- 
tion acts,  drown  the  voice  of  manufactures,  asking  for 
protection ;  do  not,  after  imparting  your  favours  vvith 
a  li!)eral  hand  to  the  others,  reply  to  the  calls  of  this 
great  interest  ''<^  regulate  yourselves":  you  will  not  say 
to  commerce,  you  will  give  her  regulations,  and  enter 
on  a  legislative  commercial  war  for  her  protection  ; — . 
but  you  will  poorly  answer  to  the  nation  for  your  par- 
tiality,— that  it  is  of  no  vational  importance  who  pro- 
duces, raises^  or  makes  our  articles  for  consumption  i 
that  may  rcgu'ate  itself:  It  is  alone  worthy  of  our  in- 
terference icJw  shall  bring  fhei^  here  from  foreign  coun- 
ti'ies — that  we  will  regulate. 

We  have  l)een  called  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
S  >uth  Carolina  for  the  evidence  on  which  the  commits 
tee  have  acted  :  of  the  description  referred  to  in  his  re^ 
solution  we  have  none  ;  and  I  tell  that  gentleman  plain- 
ly, that  the  committee  of  manufactu^'es  have  not  acted, 
ftnd  would  not  act  on  the  statements  or  even  tlie  affida- 
vit^ of  interested  persons.     Qthers  may  luak^  motivosf 
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for  US  ;  but  we  shall  not  avow  what  we  disdain.  I  re- 
fer him  for  the  information  on  wliich  we  have  acted,  to 
the  commercial  codes  of  other  coun  ries,  our  ov/n  offi- 
cial documents  from  the  treasury— to  the  able  re^jorts 
of  the  committee  of  commerce,  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  to  one  which  deserves  particular  notice 
from  being  presented  by  himself — the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  1816.  I  repeat  it, 
that  the  profit  of  manufactures  has  not  been  our  leading 
motive,  but  the  public  national  inte.vest;  this  nation 
must  command  its  own  consumption  and  the  mpans  of 
defence.  The  treasury  report  tells  us  that  the  ad  va- 
lorem imports  of  181S  are  58,000,000,  dollars,  our  do- 
mestic exports  only  50,000,000,  dollars.  This  must 
be  changed;  we  must  buy  less  than  we  sell.  There 
is  one  domestic  w  rk  on  political  economy,  better  tiian 
any  itnportei  /  containing  more  sound  political  maxims 
than  any  lever  read  ;  the  almanacs  of -/Richard  Saun- 
ders.^' He  says,  ^'  if  you  keep  taking  out  of  the  meal 
chest  and  put  nothing  in,  it  will  become  empty  "' 

Tliis  is  the  state  of  the  nation  ;  an  enormous  flood 
of  importation  has  swept  before  it  the  industry  of 
the  country  ;  3(5,000,000  of  imports  a  year  have 
exhausted  its  resources — it  is  literally  empty- 
Look  where  you  will  you  find  property  depressed,  pro- 
duce declining,  labourers  seeking  employment, — noth- 
ing ncreasingbut  debts,  suits,  and  forced  sales.  The 
sound  of  a  hammer  does  not  disturb  you,  unless  the 
constable's,  sheriff's,  or  auctioneer's.  If  the  petitions 
on  your  table  do  not  give  tlie  true  cause  of  this, — if, 
when  manufacturers  and  farmers  are  joining  in  theiF 
applications  for  the  protection  of  natio!ial  industry, 
you  want  other  evidence  of  tlie  general  distress — let 
each  member  of  this  house  say  what  is  the  situatiort 
of  his  own  district.  Many  of  them  have  seen  manu- 
factures flourish  ;  did  farmers  then  suffer? — Have  theii« 
practical  operations  ever  been  injurious  to  any  portion 
of  the  country?  We  have  tryed  the  systems  of  supply- 
ing ourselves  and  depending  on  foreign  nations  ;  those 
who  havcvseea  the  effects  of  both  can  bestjudgeof  th«i 
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merits  of  Uiis  bill.  But  if  you  want  other  evidence  of 
the  cause  of  tliis  universal  distress,  and  to  find  out  an 
cflectual  remedy,  do  not  disregard  tlic  unanimous  opin- 
ion of  (lie  legislature  of  New-York,  expressed  in  in- 
structions to  her  delegation  here.  This  is  the  voice 
of  1,200,000  freemen.  When  a  nation  thus  complains, 
M'e  arc  not  to  cnquii'e  if  women  and  children  cry. — 
Pennsylvania  speaks  in  a  still  more  dccidedtone — not 
of  instruction  or  complaint,  hut  hy  a  sfojj  hue  to  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  real  and  personal  property  in  execu- 
tion, unless  it  sells  for  two  thirds  of  its  appraised  val- 
ue. It  is  time  to  reflrct  when  such  a  state  speaks  in 
language  like  this.  Five  years  ago  she  was  the  lichest 
in  the  union  ;  her  property  was  valued  under  your 
authority  at  316  millions — New  York  at 273  millions  : 
she  has  been  and  yet  is  a  proud  state — fertile  in  re- 
sources, strong  in  her  institutions,  she  stood  the  shock 
of  the  revolution,  the  consequent  peace,  the  embargo, 
and  the  late  war,  unhurt.  But  slic  could  not  with- 
stand tli€  destruction  of  her  manufactures,  the  prostra- 
tion of  her  industry,  the  deluge  of  importations,  your 
enormous  imposts  ;  she  has  yielded  to  the  pressure  of 
general  distress,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  her  history, 
iias  been  obliged  to  resort  to  a  stop  law^  to  save  tlic 
persons  and  property  of  her  citizens.  All  must  re- 
gret the  necessity — the  other  states  have  not  resorted 
to  the  same  measure  :  they  may  have  as  much  necessi- 
ty ;  one  county  in  Virginia,  1  see  by  the  paper  of  to- 
day, has  passed  a  stop  law  of  its  own,  by  refusing  to 
appoint  any  oificers  to  enforce  the  collection  of  debts. 
Bir,  this  stale  of  things  affords  abundant  evidence  of 
the  necessity  of  your  acting,  you  have  tried  the  pres- 
ent system  till  all  the  interests  of  the  country  are  alike 
destroyed.  Give  this  one  a  fair  trial — you  can  lie  no 
worse,  unless  you  persevere  in  a  policy  which  was 
founded  on  a  state  of  things  which  no  longer  exists — 
which  will  increase  the  national  distress  in  proportion 
to  its  continuance.  Adopt  a  system  founded  on  those 
plain  practical  principles  which  have  been  sanctioned 
by  experience,  and  can  never  be  destroyed  by  a  storm-, 
which  will  pass  the  country  unhurt. 


KOTE, 

TIic  nav'i;;alion  acts  have  beei5  passed  ;  tha  West  Iiidlii,  -wiili  one  ilissenn 
ing  voice  ii'i  the  senate — in  tlie  iiotise,  by  a  vote  cf  ayes  'J-i,  nois  25:  ilio 
French,  without  discussion,  or  even  a  division  in  either  liouse — tlK-re  was 
one  no  heard  in  the  house  of  represenlalives-  I'his  furnishes  a  i^ood  practi- 
cal cotnjnentury  on  tiie  favorite  maxim  of  "leave  things  alone." — it  cannot  be 
expected  to  pass  without  comment.  No  subject  will  better  explain  the  ac- 
lual  policy  of  this  government  in  relation  to  their  internal  concerns.  Tiio 
French  navigation  act  has  been  called  for  by  the  great  body  of  merchanN, 
who  complain  tiiat  the  French  tariff  excludes  entirely  the  employment  of 
American  shipping  :  to  counteract  this  we  have  imposed  a^duty  of  eighteen 
dollars  a  ton  on  French  vessels  arriving  aCter  the  1st  of  July  next.  !t  is  well 
to  compare  the  discriminaling  duties  or' the  two  nations.  Our  tonnage  duly 
is  fifty  cents  light  money,  the  same  in  all — one  dollar  a  ton  on  foreign  ships  ; 
the  Frenah  is  ninety  cents — ten  cents  less  than  her  ships  pay  here.  The 
French  duty  most  complained  of  is  on  the  import  of  our  produce — we  im- 
pose an  addition  to  the  rates  of  duties  often  per  cent,  on  all  goods  impor- 
ted in  foreign  vessels  of  those  nations  who  have  no  convention  with  us, 
France  imposes  on  cotton  a  duty  of  four  dollars  a  hundred  imported  in  French 
ships  ;  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  foreign  ;  if  from  an  entrepot,  five  in 
French — five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  foreign  vcsbl-Is.,  Tobacco,  in  French 
ships  free — foreign  oi.e  dollar  a  hundred.  To  ascertain  who  is  the  aggessoi- 
in  this  contest,  who  first  began  this  discrimination  on  tonnage  and  good.4 
whether  it  is  in  self-defence  or  from  a  spirit  ot  monopoly,  and  on  which  side, 
may  be  sometime  worthy  at  least  oi' examination.  If  the  conduct  of  France 
has  been  unprovoked,  if  she  first  began  this  warfare  and  we  are  on  the  defen- 
sive and  prefer  retaliation  to  conciliation,  there  are  two  modes  of  counter- 
acting It — a  tonnage  duty,  which  would  exclude  Frencii  shipping,  or  a  duty 
on  thdr  mamtfactureis,  -which  luoxild  compel  them  to  reduce  theirs  on  ojir  raiv  ma- 
terial. The  first  has  been  adopted,  its  operation  is  only  in  favour  of  tlie  wer- 
cha?it ;  the  second  was  rejected  ;  it  would  have  benefitted  the  manufacturer 
and  the  farmer,  and  been  of  equal  service  to  commerce.  The  heavy  dis- 
criminating duty  is  ou  our  produce,  not  tonnage.  The  principle  of  equal 
protection  should  have  embpaced  all  interests  alike —  it  has  been  confined  to 
the  carrier  and  the  producer  :  and  the  manufacturer  has  been  overlooked.  The 
rights  of  primogeniture  have  been  successfully  asserted,  and  unanimously 
sanctioned.  Will  France  give  way  or  retaliate  ^  In  the  latter  event,  let  the 
agriculturist  look  to  the  exclusion  of  his  produce  ;  the  shipping  interest  caxi 
only  be  reached  through  the  products  which  give  it  employment — the  cotton 
planters  have  unanimously  opposed  the  pretection  of  manufactures  and  ad- 
vocated the  navigation  acts  ;  they  have  thrown  their  entire  weight  into  the 
scale  of  commerce.  The  consnmption  of  their  cotton  was  unworthy  of  their 
notice.  The  ca?T^i;';;_5- of  it  has  induced  them  to  join  in  a  commercial  war, 
which  inay  terminate  against  their  interests.  Mr.  Gallatin  states  that  we  nn- 
ported  60,000,000  of  tiie  produce  of  French  industry,  more  than  two  thirds 
the  produce  of  modes  and  luxries  manufiictured  at  Paris,  and  of  Lyons'  silks 
•exported  from  Havre,  exclusive  of  wines,  brandies  and  dried  fruits,  and  oth- 
er articles  of  that  nature.'  One  would  think  that  this  fact  would  have  assured 
to  a  statesman  the  point  in  which  to  attack  France  :  exclude  her  manufac- 
l!ures  froni  our  market,  or  impose  a  duty  equal  to  hers.  That  however  seems 
not  to  be  consistent  with  the  rules  of  political  economists — it  would  give  em- 
ployment to  our  labourers  infuse  life  and  new  spirit  into  our  manufacturers. 
A  reduction  of  import  duties  would  increase  the  price  of  the  raw  material  to 
the /urme;-,  diminish  it  to  the  consumer  of  the  manufacture — these  are  consid- 
erations which  have  excited  no  attention.  The  great  ?ia/io?io/ contest  now  is, 
Avhether  the  duties  shall  be  the  same,  whether  imported  in  French  or  Amer- 
ican vessels.  Let  the  cotton,  tobacco  and  rice  planter  look  out.  The  day 
may  come  when  the  sugar  planter  may  find  it  would  have  been  as  well  to 
liave  excluded  the  produce  of  the  British  islands^  as  the  carrziiu^-  of  it  in  Biit-- 
ish  vessel*-. 
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In  coiTimcncing  its  operations,  oitr  2;overnnient  jiisfc- 
ly  deemed  it  of  great  importance  to  give  every  facility 
to  the  commerce  of  the  countr^^  There  was  tlien  peace 
in  Europe.  Commerce  was  principally  in  the  hands 
of  two  nations,  whose  capial  was  so  abundant  that  in 
Holland,  it  was  said  not  to  be  a  bad  buisines  for  a  raer- 
chantj  by  his  labours  and  the  employment  of  his  mon- 
ey, to  realize  six  per  cent.  In  England,  an  unequiv- 
ocal evidence  of  the  extent  o^  unemployed  capital  was, 
that  their  three  per  cent,  stocks  were  in  the  market  at 
93  per  centum.  It  was  no  part  of  the*,  policy  of  these 
nations  to  give  aids  to  commerce  by  affording  credits 
at  their  custom  houses,  on  the  importation  of  goods  ;  it 
was  not  necessary.  In  this  country  the  base  was  dif- 
ferent. The  pferiod  which  immediately  succeeded  tlie 
revolution  was  one  of  unexampled  eiiibarrassment^ 
from  which  we  were  just  recovering  when  the  new  gov- 
ernment was  organized.  There  vvas  but  little  capital 
in  the  country.  Its  commerce  was  mostly  carried  ou 
by  foreigners,  whose  superior  capital  gave  them  great 
advantages  in  competition  with  our  citizens  ;  it  thus 
became  necessary  to  divert  trade  from  its  accustomed 
channels,  by  every  possible  facility.  Imposts  were 
the  principal  source  of  revenue-^merchants,  the  agents 
to  collect  it  from  the  people.  Credits  for  the  duties 
were  allowed  them,  not  only  to  give  time  to  collect 
from  consumers,  hut  as  a  mean  of  increasing  their 
capital,  by  retaining  and  having  the  use  of  the  money 
until  their  bonds  became  due.  In  1789,  the  credit  al- 
lowed ou  goods  from  the  Westlndies,  was  fourmonthsj 
on  Madeira  wioes^  twelve  months  ;  on  all  other  goods, 
six  months.  In  1790,  i  ci'edit  was  given  on  teas  frooi 
CJiiaa,  of  twelve  mouths^     lu  1795,  the  credits  oti 


iJD  SPIIKCII    OV    MR.  BALDWIN, 

good?  frotii  t!jc  West  Indies,  was  altered  to  three  and 
six   nioiiLijs  ;  from  Europe,  to  eight,  ten    and   twelve 
months.     In  179£^,  a  e;eneral   system  was  adopted  : 
from  t!iC  V,'ertt  Indie*;,  halfin  tlnee,  iialf  iu  six  monilis; 
salt,  itine  uionths  ;  wines  twelve  months  ;  from  Enrope 
one  third  each  in  eight,  ten  and  twelve  months;  other 
thiin  from  Enro!>e,  iialf in  six,  and  one-fouith   eac!i  in 
nine  and  twelve  months  ;  teas  as  other  goods  or  at  the 
option  of  the  importer,  to  he  deposited  and  bonds  giv- 
en at  two  years,  and  to  be  S(dd   for   tlie   duties  if  the 
bonds  v-  ere  not  duly  paid.     In  1805,  all  importations 
from  tiie  eastern  coast  of  America,  N.  of  the  equator^, 
were  allowed  tlie  same  credits  as  those  from  the  AVest 
Indies.     In  1818,  the  credit  on  such  importations  was 
extended  to  six  and  nine  months  ;  on  those  from  other 
countries   than   Europe  and  tlie  West   Indies,   (salt, 
wines  and  teas,  excepted)  to  eij;ht,  ten  and   eighteen 
months,  one  third  being  payable  at  each  of  these  pe- 
riods.    No  alteration  has  since  been  made,  so  that  the 
credits  now  are —  . 

On  the  duties  on  importations  from  the  West  Indies, 
and  north  of  the  equator,  (excepting  Europe)   half 
in  six,  and  half  in  nine  months. 
From  Europe,  one  tliird  in  eight,  one  third  in  ten,  and 

one  third  in  tuelve  montlis. 
Of  wines,  twelve  months, 
Of  salt,  nine  months. 

Of  teas,  ono'third  in  eight,  one  third  in  ten,  and  one 
third  in  twelvemonths  ;  or,  if  deposited,  twenty-four 
months. 

While  oLr  commerce  was  struggling  to  compete 
with  that  of  oilier  nations,  there  were  good  reasons  for 
allowing  liberal  credits  on  the  duties,  but  when  the 
French  revolution  threw  the  commerce  of  the  world 
into  our  hands,  when  the  capital  of  foreigners  was  em- 
ployed by  our  merchants,  the  use  of  it  being  amply 
compensated  by  the  protection  of  our  flag,  there  would 
seem  to  liave  been  no  very  powerful  reasons  for  taxing 
consumers  to  create  or  enlarge  the  capital  of  merchants, 
for  (SHch  is  the  immediate  ejQfect  of  custom-house  credl- 
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its.  It  is  understood  to  be  tlie  custom  of  merchauts 
to  calculate  their  profits  on  the  agi^rcgate  cost  of  goods 
including  charges  and  duties.  The  amount  of  duties 
is,  in  eiiect,  a  loan  from  the  government  to  the  mer- 
chant, which  becomes  a  part  of  his  capital,  and  is  as 
productive  as  the  money  he  has  actually  remitted  in 
payment  for  his  goods.  It  would  seen,  then,  to  be 
as  reasonable  tliat  he  should  furnish  this,  as  that  he 
should  furnisn  the  other  portion  of  his  capital.  '*V  hen 
the  credit  oi  the  duties,  exceeds  that  allowed  on  sales 
to  retailers,  it  ri3**)rds  to  the  imo'.rter  the  farther  ad- 
va  itage  of  the  active  use  of  the  rii!>  ley  which  has  been 
drawn  from  those  who  really  pay  the  dusies. 

Jt  would  have  been  more  conjusLeut  with  gener- 
al principles,  if,  in  the  infancy  and  during  the  hard 
struggle  of  our  commerce,  liberal  creJi::s  had  been  giv- 
en, and  they  had  been  gradiialy  diminished,  as  there 
Avas  less  occasion  for  thein.  The  reverse,  however, 
has  been  our  policy — Though,  during  the  period  of 
short  credits,  our  co  iimerce  was  constantly  and  rapid- 
ly increasing  ;  and  not  content  with  a  fair  division  with 
other  nations,  wasattai  linga  monop'^ly ;  yet  the  cred- 
its were  extended  in  proportion  as  the  real  necessity 
for  tliera  diminished.  Bven  so  late  as  18 i9,  when 
our  East  India  merchants  ad  acquired  vast  wealth. 
abundant  capital,  and  were  without  foreign  competi- 
tii)n,  their  credits  were  in  part  extended  to  eighteen 
months — a  longer  period,  I  will  venture  to  say,  than 
they  give  their  custodiers,  i'he  consequence  of  this 
system  ii,  that  by  selling  at  auction  for  cash,  or  on 
short  credit  for  notes  vhich  can  be  discounted  at  bank, 
the  amount  of  duties  thus  loaned,  may  be  invested  in 
a  new  voyage.  Generally  one,  and  often  two  adven- 
tures, may  be  completed  before  the  duties  on  the  ftrst 
are  due. 
^>  We  have  lately  heard  much  of  the  favorite  commer- 
Vial  maxim,  '^Let  us  alone,  let  trade  regulate  itself.'' 
Tlie  practical  application  of  this  maxim,  is  developed 
by  this  custom-house  system.  (Xur  legislation  on  this 
subject  has  I)een  uniformly  progressive.     K-eguUtioii 
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lias  indeed  followed  regulation  ;  but  it  has  been,  to  give 
additional  farilities  to  commerce.  Tlie  crediis  at  tlie 
custom-house  ha\  e  been  ofien  altered  ;  hut  in  every  case 
they  have  been  increased.  Our  statue  book  does  not 
contain  a  solitary  instance  of  a  credit  dir.iinished.  This 
pystem,  having  been  coeval  with  our  government,  fol- 
lowed up  by  a  series  of  acts  for  thirty  years,  is  now 
viewed  as  the  naiurai  and  established  order  of  things  ; 
as  a  matter  of  right,  not  of  favour.  Extending  the 
credit,  means,  ^*]et  us  alone;"  to  reduce  it  to  the  old 
terms,  is  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  country.  It 
is  worth  while  to  look  at  the  practical  illustration  of 
this  rule  in  the  act  of  1818.  the  last  law  on  the  subject, 
passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session.  The  East  In- 
dia credits  were  extended  to  eighteen  months,  in  the 
last  line  of  the  last  clause  in  the  last  section  of  a  bill 
for  the  deposite  of  wines  and  sjnrits,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. It  might  be  well  to  enquire  into  the  evidence 
on  which  this  measure  was  reported.  It  is  at  least 
to  be  hoped,  that  from  whatever  other  quarter  it  may 
come,  the  doctrine  of  ^'  letting  things  reglate  them-i 
selves,"  will  not  again  be  heard  from  those  who  owe 
go  much  to  regulation. 

In  speaking  thus  plainly  of  these  credits,  I  musk 
not  be  understood  as  objecting  so  much  to  their  expe- 
diency at  tiie  time  of  their  adoption,  as  to  their  being  con- 
tinued and  enlarged  after  the  reasons  for  wliich  they 
were  granted  have  ceased,  and  Avhen  their  effects  have 
become  injurious  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  Tliey 
were  grantad  for  the  benefit  of  American  commerce, 
and  as  facilities  to  American  merchants  |  but  they  now 
opei  ite  to  the  destruction  of  the  one,  and  the  impover- 
ishment of  the  other.  From  a  careful  exaraiationof  the 
weekly  abstracts  of  merchandize  entered  at  the  custom- 
house,  in  New-York,  in  1819  it  appears  that  there  were 
entered  3^»953  packages  of  dry  goods,  of  which  S4,659 
were  on  foreign,  and  8,^99  only  on  American  account. 
Thus,  in  the  proud  emporium  of  our  commerce,  where 
capital  is  abundant,  and  in  vain  seeking  profitable  em- 
ployraent,  three-fourths  of  the  importations  appear  tOr 
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•■be  on  foreign  account,  tlie  sales  of  which,  for  the  most 
part,  are  hy  auction.  This  is  no  forced,  but  tlie  plain, 
and  evident  effect  of  obvious  causes.  The  nations  of 
JSurope,  to  whom  England  allied  herself,  and  whom 
she  subsidized  to  destroy  the  continental  system  of 
Bonaparte,  having  accomplished  the  putting  down  of 
its  author,  retained,  or  re-adopted  the  system  itself. — 
That  nation,  who  fought  the  common  battles  of  herself 
and  other  nations,  and  who  paid  them  for  fighting  for 
themselves,  now  finds  her  manufactures  mostly  exclu- 
ded from  the  continent;  her  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers seeking  rather  for  some  market  tiian  for  a  good 
one.  Few  nations  will  buy  from  them  at  all ;  none 
but  this  will  furnish  them  with  a  capital,  without  in- 
terest, on  a  long  credit.  Other  nations  regulate  thi& 
matter,  they  require  prompt  payment  of  duties,  or  de- 
posite  of  goods.  We  leave  things  to  regulate  them- 
selves, and  allow  foreigners  to  avail  themselves  of 
three  fourths  of  the  benefits  of  our  credits.  Depress- 
ed at  home  for  the  want  of  ajiiarket,  as  weW  as  of  ca- 
pital, they  eagerly  look  to  us  as  aff'ording  both.  Du- 
ring the  wars  in  Europe,  they  could  not  improve  thesa 
facilities  ;  but  now  they  hold  out  inducements,  and  of- 
fer temptations  which  will  leai  to  a  great  increase,  aid 
a  final  monopoly  of  our  trade  in  their  liands.  An  or- 
dinary trading  voyage  to  England,  may  be  completed, 
the  goods  sold  by  means  of  auctions,  notes  discounted, 
and  the  proceeds  ready  to  be  remitted  back  in  four 
raonths.  By  the  Liverpool  packets,  much  less  tlniG 
will  suifice.  But  allowing  three  operations  in  a  year, 
I  find  that  our  custom-house  credits  on  cottons  and 
woollens  will  double  the  capital  employed  the  first 
year,  and  increase  135  per  centum  at  the  end  of  the 
second  year.  In  this  mode,  a  loan,  perpetual  and  in- 
crea<!ingin  a  steady  ratio,  is  made  by  our  government 
to  the  foreign  merchant:  who,  while  he  thus  obtains 
it  without  interest,  is  enabled  to  continue  his  opera- 
tions ;  and  while  he  can  avoid  the  notary,  he  looks 
more  to  his  credit  than  to  his  profits,  and  will  continue 
isis  business,  though  it  may  be  a  losing  one.     What 
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to  (hr  American  niercliant  would  be  a  losing,  is  to  hiia 
a  gainful  trade — the  Vnicricaii  importer  hecomes  a 
mere  caterer  to  tlic  foreign  manufacturer.  Tlic  orders 
sent  out  by  him,  indicdte  the  quantity,  kind,  and  qual- 
ity of  i,oods  required  at  our  different  ports  :  the  manu- 
facturer thus  advised  of  the  demand,  s«nds  similar  ar- 
ticles to  the  same  market.  If,  ifter  deductin.;  charges, 
lie  can  receive  in  New  York  the  price  at  his  manufec- 
tory,  he  has  the  usual  profit  and  an  increase  to  his  ca- 
pital by  the  custom-house  credits.  The  Americaa 
merchant  pays  the  manufacturer  his  price  in  Kngland, 
and  must  sell  here  at  an  advance,  or  declin?.  business. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  a  raaiter  of  surprise,  that  so  large 
a  proportion  of  importations  should  be  on  foreign  ac- 
count, but  rather  tl.at  the-re  should  be  any  other. 

This  at  once  accounts  for  the  cries  of  distress  whick 
assail  us  from   the  conuuercial  cities,  i-nploritig  us  t» 
abolish  credits  on  imports^  and  im^.ose  heavy  duties  ou 
auction  sales.     The  operation  of  these  two  causes  on 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  shows  their  inti- 
mate connection,  their  mutual  dependence.     I  hope  all 
will  unite  in  affording  a  remedy.  ]t  will  be  truly  unex- 
pected, if  gentlemen  shall  be  found  willing  to  have  the 
revenue,  commerce  and  agriculture  abandoned  to  their 
fate,   because  the  only  measure  which  can  save  them 
will  likewise  benefit  manufactures.     The  occasion  is 
now  fairly  presented  to  the  house.     This  bill  has  been 
called   for  from  the  sea-ports  ;  it  has  been  reported, 
published  in  the  counting  rooms  of  merchants  for  three 
months,  and  not  a  solitary  petition  against  it  has  beeu 
jHTScnted.     Called  for  by  all,  and,  I  may  almost  say, 
opposed  by  no  part  of  the  country,  necessary  to  cor- 
rect existing,  not  fancied  evils,  evils  which  are  felt 
and  threaten  to  be  greater  in  future,  I  cannot  but  feel 
some  confidence  that  even  the  opponents  of  the  tariff 
will  be  in  favour  of  this  bill.     For  the  revenue,  it  is 
almost  indispensible,  as  well  for  security  as  for  conve- 
nience.    On  the  first  of  January  of  the  present  year, 
the  amount  of  revenue  bonds  actually  in  suit,  exceed- 
ed three  millions  of  dollars.  Oa  the  first  of  this  raontlv 
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(April)  it  was  considerably  increased — say  to  3.i20, 
000  dollars.  On  the  the  first  of  January,  1819,  it  was 
only  1,740,000  dollars. 

That  tlie  increase  of  custom-house  delinquencies  has 
kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  importations  on  foreign 
account,  is  not  only  apparent  froai  the  nature  of  tht* 
case,  bat  from  this  document,-*  wliich  in  itself  contains 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact.  Salem,  one 
of  our  proudest  commercial  towns,  owns  one-fourth  of 
the  East  India  shipping  of  the  United  States.  The 
longest  credits  are  on  East  India  goods  ;  and  the  se- 
curity for  the  duties  is  most  liable  to  be  impaired  by 
the  casualties  of  trade.  Salem  has,  probably,  a  great- 
er amount  of  commerce,  in  proportion  to  its  population, 
than  any  other  town  in  the  Union  ;  but  it  is  prosecuted 
on  American  account.  The  bonds  in  suit  there,  amount- 
^'d  only  to  4,386  dollars.  In  Boston,  the  amount  was 
17i,odo  dollars  ;  in  New-York,  844,000;  Philadel- 
phia, 47i,000;  Baltimore 445,000;  Norf  Ik  ^51,000; 
Charlestovvn,  210,000  ;  Savannah,  251,000.  Theso, 
are  as  to  the  revenue,  the  effects  of  a  change  of  the  im- 
ports of  the  country  to  foreigners.  American  merchants 
are  idle — they  offer  to  loan  you  their  money  at  5  per 
centum,  on  along  loan.  They  are  fixed  in  the  coun- 
try; their  property  and  character  are  security  for  the 
payment  of  duties  due  from  them.  It  is  not  so  with 
the  transient  foreigner.  His  cargo  gives  him  credit^ 
and  makes  him  a  good  man  at  the  custom-house.  Ooc 
is  surety  for  another.  They  sell  their  goods  at  auc- 
tion and  go  off,  and  leave  their  bonds  unpaisl.  'J\'iq 
money  is  lost  to  the  treasury  but  is  taken  from  thu 
pockets  of  our  citizens.  Thus  this  credit  system  tends 
strongly  to  the  exhaustation  of  our  resources,  to  the 
oppression  of  our  own  and  the  encouragement  of  for- 
eign industry. — When,  in  addition  to  these  credits, 
the  importation  of  foreigners  are  sold  by  auctioneers 
h,nd  one  man  does  the  business,  of  one  hundred,  we 
have  only  to  calculate  the  effects  on  the  merchant,  the 
mechanic,  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  sea-port,  and  the  far- 

^  An  ofBci^  rttnrn  of  theamouDt  uismt,  iji  the  different  parts  of  the  Vnircd  States- 
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mers  of  the  surrouriiliag  ctmntrv ;  one  hu'idrpd  hoiniPSy 
one  hiuuli-ed  stores  unoccupied  ;  one  h.mdred  ^e!-*  ,'f 
Gler  .s  and  servanf^  unemployed  ;  one  liu;,dred  fami- 
lies less  tc  feed  at  d  clothe,  to  pay  2;eneral  and  local 
taxes,  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  government 
and  the  defence  (»f  the  country.  To  this  list,  and  to 
embrace  all  classes  of  scciety,  1  hope  I  may  add  the 
manufacturer,  in  whose  favour  import  duties  cease  to 
be  discriminating;,  the  credit  bavins;  the  effect  of  a  pos- 
tive  bounty  on  the  imp')rlation  of  foreign  fabrics.  The 
credit,  averaging  twelve  months,  is  equal  to  six  per 
centum  to  the  needy  foreign  manufacturer,  who,  in  hope 
ef  better  times,  is  willing  to  keep  up  his  credit  at  any 
loss.  The  loan  thus  obtained  may  be  worth  the  whole, 
amount  of  duties,  the  highest  rate  of  which  is  but  30 
per  centum,  say  2^  per  cent,  a  month-— a  rate  of  inte- 
rest not  unheard  of  in  times  of  commercial  embarrass- 
ment, even  in  this  country. 

To  ffuavd  against  these  general  and  increasing  evils 
and  to  combine  as  much  as  possible  the  protection  of 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  the  bill  proposes 
to  allow  drugs,  dye  stuffs,  and  what  are  generally 
called  groceries,  except  wines  and  ardent  spirits  a 
credit  of  3  and  six  months  ;  on  tea  ,  three  six  and  nine 
months  ;  manufactured  articles  to  pay  the  duties  on 
their  arrival,  or  to  be  deposited  in  ware-houses  for  six- 
months,  and  then  to  be  sold  by  auction  if  the  duties  are- 
not  paid.  Though  all  the  petitions  on  the  subject,  and 
the  house  will  remark  tisat  most  of  them  are  from  mer- 
chants, prayed  for  an  indiscriminate  abolition  of  cred- 
its, the  committee  apprehended  that  this  would  cause  a 
change  in  the  commerce  of  the  country  which  in  its  pre- 
sent depressed  state  it  could  not  bear^  Strange  as  it 
may  seem,  and  little  as  I  well  know  they  will  be  cred- 
ited even  for  the  existence  of  the  motive,  the  committee, 
of  manufactures  did  anxiously  desire,  and  took  great 
pains  to  shape  this  bill  so  as  to  answer  all  the  common 
objects,  and  yet  save  the  merchant!- from  the  ill  effect, 
of  granting  the  entire  prater  of  :heir  own  petitions. 
Had.  we  done  that,  we  should  have  been  justly  ex^- 
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|)osed  to  the  imputation  of  attending  to  only  one^  and 
not  considerins;  tlie  other  matters  referred  to  ng  by  the 
house.     The  U^'est   India  trade  was  in  the   hands  of 
American  merchants — did  not  operate  iifjnriotisly  to  ?hc 
principal   manufactures — -we   did  not   mean  to   touch 
these  credits  ;  and  1  tiiink,  by  sound  construction  of  the 
law,  we  do  not.   Tliis  requires  explanation  ;— ^In  1799y 
these  credits  were  enlaiged  from  four  to  three  and  six 
months.     In    1805,    tlie  importations   from   countries 
nurlh  of  the  equator,  on  the   eastern  coast  of  Am'^rica 
and  th&  islands  adjacent,  were  allowed  the  same  credit 
as  importations  from   the  West  Indies — thus    making 
two   distinct  descriptions  of  places,  or   countries,  the 
niie  not  including   the  other.— In  the   fa  njus    law  of 
•1818,  the  credits   on  importations    from  north   of  the 
equator,  (using  the  sanae  words  as  tlie  la-v  of  1805.) 
were  extended  to  six  and  nine  months.— The  constrn;* 
lion  given  to  this  act  at  the  custom-houses^   has  been 
that  it  extends  to  the  West  India  credits.     Believing 
this  to  be  erroneous,  and  that  rieith'n*  the  intention  nor 
the  words  of  the  act  will  embrace  the  case,  we  feel  sat- 
isfied that  they  remaiuined  as  fixed  in  1790.     If  we 
are  mistaken,  it  at  least  sh  »ws  the  necessity  of  watch- 
ing provisions  of  this  kind,   which  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  revenue,  and  the  im})ropriety  of  in*^ert- 
irtgthem  in  laws,  the  title  of  which  W'  uld  not  lead  the 
house  on  the  last  day  of  a  session,  to   eX:amine  all  its 
details.     On  the  importation  of  goods  imported  from 
the  East  Indies,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to 
give  a  longer  credit  than  on  the  same  when  imported 
from  the  West  Indies  ;  our  views  having  a  reference 
•rather  to  the  articles  imported  than  to  the  place  whence 
derived. 

No  good  reasons  presented  themselves  for  giving 
facilities  to  importations  from  countries  with  which  our 
trade  was  a  losing  one,  and  which  ajfforded  no  mar- 
ket for  our  produce.  It  appears  that  in  the  years  1817 
and  1818  our  exports  to  China  alone  amounted  to 
7,340,000  dollars  ;  of  which  5,600,000  drdlars  were  iu 
specie ;  1,513,000  dollars  were  in   foreign,  amd  only 
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7^^89<^  dollars  in  American  produce  The  exports  of 
products  to  xVsia  were,  American  6 1,000,  dollar-. :  for- 
ei2;n  il  1,01)0  dollars  amount  of  specie  noi  known,  ift 
18j8  and  1819,  the  amnnnt  of  specie  exported  to  Chi- 
na exceeded  7/^00,000  dollars.  Desirous  not  to  beav 
too  hard  upon,  and  unwilling  to  encourage  this  trade, 
the  credits  w  ere  reduced  to  such  a  terai  that  a  new  voj'- 
age could  not  he  completed  on  the  capital  furnished  by 
tlie  duties  on  a  former  one.  This  was  carried  on  most- 
ij,  if  not  wholly,  hy  men  of  great  wealth,  who  could 
require  no  facilities  except  in  regard  to  importation  t 
and  these,  it  is  believed,  are  liberally  provided  for  by' 
the  third  section  of  this  bill.  Hut  there  were  in'pc- 
rious  reasons  for  abolishing  the  credits  on  manufac- 
tured goods,  especially  from  Europe.  The  security 
of  the  reveiiue,  the  protection  of  American  commerce 
and  industry,  seemed  to  concur  i  -demaiiding  such  a 
change  in  the  system  that  the  goods  should  not  come 
into  the  market  till  tiie  duties  were  paid.  It  was  much 
wished  to  discriminate  between  importations  on  for- 
eign and  dam;'stic  accouiit ;  hut  the  objection  seems 
to  he  insuperable  against  refusing  to  the  foreignor  a 
right  to  deposite  on  the  same  credits  wc  were  willing 
to  allow  to  our  own  merchants.  A  refusal  in  the  first 
case  would  have  destro^yed  the  little  that  remains  to  us 
of  the  earning  trade  in  Europe.  France  and  Eng- 
land allow  us  to  deposite  all  articles,  even  those  which 
were  admiUed  to  entry,  until  an  eligible  market  can 
be  found.  They  would  refuse  to  us  what  wc  denied 
to  their  sul)jccts.  In  the  other  case,  a  refusal  would 
violate  our  convention  with  England  ;  for,  though  the 
rates  of  duty  would  be  nominally  the  same,  yet  the 
difference  in  time  would  make  a  differ^^nce  in  effect. 
1  consider  that  coMvention  so  important  and  beneficial 
to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  that,  from  interest 
alone,  we  ought  to  observe  it  with  the  most  scrupulous 
good  faith  as  a  means  of  preserving  our  navigation. 
Without  it  yon  would  be  called  on  for  protecting,  as 
you  now  are  in  relation  to  France.  Though  it  is 
not  only  presumtuous  feut  almost  criminal^  for  western 
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men  to  interfere  in  the  regulation  of  commerce,  I  beg 
tliuse  in  that  interest  to  reflect  what  would  be  the  state 
of  their  trade  with  England,  if,  as  in  the  case  of  that 
with  France,  it  had  been  left  to  '*  regulate  itself?"  t 
speak  it  with  pride,  it  was  not  only  regulated,  but  sa 
red,  by  western  men. 

A  very  obvious  defect  in  our  present  system  of  cre- 
dits is,  that  it  makes  no  dilierence  between  importa- 
tions for  home  consumpliou  and  for  ex|>or  ation.  la 
reducing  tlie  credit  on  soaie,  and  abolishing  it  on  oth- 
ers, the  committee,  foresaw  that  their  plan  wouid  oper- 
ate severely  on  that  kind  of  cotrrmercc  whicii  they  th.)''t 
deserving  of  pro  ecti;>n  and  of  every  iacility,  unless  a 
discrimination  was  made.  The  bill  pravi<les  for  that 
in  a  manner,  which  will  efifcctually  repel  every  impu- 
tation of  ho^stility  to  com  .lerce.  It  leaves  it  to  [ho.  op- 
tion of  the  importer  to  avail  himself  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  drawbacks,  by  giving  Ills  bond  far  .the  duties 
and  taking  the  debenture  on  exportation  ;  or  to  declare 
his  intention  at  the  time  of  entry,  giving  his  boud  with 
security,  to  export  and  not  re-land  the  goods,  or  io  licii 
of  such  surety,  to  deposite  tiiem  i:i  a  warehnuse.  [  The 
time  of  exportation  is  left  blanic  in  the  form  if  the 
bond.]  No  bond  for  the  duties  is  required  ;  iti^  only 
for  hiis  integrity,  that  the  revenue  may  not  be  defraud- 
ed. He  may  deposite  and  take  three  months  withia 
which  to  make  his  election  whether  to  try  t!ie  domes- 
tic or  a  foreign  market,  without  making  a  declaration 
of  his  intention  to  export.  The  section  in  relation  to 
deposite,  contains  substantially  iiie  same  provisions  as 
are  in  the  existing  la.  s  respectiuii;  tiie  deposite  of  teas, 
varied  only  so  as  best  to  connect  the  convenience  of  the 
racrchaut  with  the  security  of  the  revenue.  On  exam- 
ining it,  the  hiuse  will  perceive  that,  in  the  whole,  it 
leaves  the  credits  substantially  as  tiiey  were  in  1790, 
that  it  is  not  so  much  an  alteration  as  a  restoration  of 
the  old  system  :  the  changes  which  have  been  made 
Ure  indispensible.  The  credit  on  mainifactured  goods 
tends  sostrongl}'  to  do  away  all  discrimination  in  oup 
preseiit  tariff^v  betwe.en  imported  aud  domestic  arciclpsj 
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that  efficient  enc«)uragement  rannot  he  given  without 
abolishing  them — \S  e  have  use<l  our  endeavors  to  do 
it  in  the  manner  least  injurious  to  commerce. 

ft  is  not  without  much  surprise  that  1  have,  heard  the 
various  objections   to  this  bill.     Not  that  an  alarm 
should  have  been  raised  about  revenue,  commerce  and 
smuggling;    these   are  ai\va;vs   expected,    when   any 
measure  is  proposed  which  tends  to  the  benefit  of  man- 
ufaclures.     |t  is  a  matter  of  course  to  hear  them.     Lo- 
cal and  persoiial   reflections  have  been   n»ade   on   the. 
comn)it!ee  who  have  reported  it.     Gentlemen  seem  to 
forget  that  a  majority  of  that  committee  represent  com- 
mercial places,  and  ought  to  be  as  much  alive  to  ti:eir 
interest  as  those  who  represent  districts  vvhicli  have  no 
commerce,  and  w!io  seem  so  murh   alarmed  about  the 
injury  with  which  this  bill  threatens  it.     It  is  strange 
that  merchants  are  not  only  easy  on  this   subject,  but 
desirous  of  its  adopti';u  ;  thai  it  has  been  reported  on 
their  petitions,  and  by  their  immediate  representatives. 
3But  it  seems  thj^,t  they  do  not  know  their  own  interest ; 
that  their  friends  and  new  allies,  in  the  fervor  of  theip 
zeal  and  friendship,  must  take  them  under  their  guar- 
dianship.    1  think  I  can  duly  appreciate  tlie  reason  : 
it  i.«,  not  because  they  are  so  friendly  to  commerce,  but 
wnf  i  adly  to  manufactures.     This  bill  combines,  with 
other  objects,  the  protection  of  this  great  interest ;  and 
hence  arises  their  great  hostility  to  it.     I  am  not  insen- 
s  ble  of  the  impression  made  in  the  house  by  the  pow- 
er f  I  «  p?>osition  it  has  met  with,  and  that  1  am  put  on 
the  (lef.  n-ive.  You  must  allow  me  to  answer  the  objec- 
tinos  to  have  it  understood.  The  committee  are  charged 
with  attempting  to  destroy  the  settled  system  of  corn- 
UK  rce  which  has  been  so  long  in  operation,  and  under 
which  this  country  has  attained  'o  its  present  greatness  ; 
and  gentlemen  speak  of  those   long  credits   as  coeval 
with  the  government,  when  they  well  know  they  have 
b'^en  the  work  of  latter  days.     It  is  at  any  rate  a  sin- 
gular objection  that  the  committee  of  manufactures,  in 
f  am  ng  this  bill,  are  charged   with  having  ci^nsulted 
the  interests  of  the  wealthy  merchants,  This,  from  ca-. 
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pitalists,  is  certainly  nnexpectetl.  They  must  be  hard 
to  please,  when  their  great  opposition  to  this  measure 
arises  fro»n  its  tendency  to  promote  tiieir  interest.  If 
this  is  true,  it  ought  to  please  all.  The  small  dealers 
do  not  complain — they  are  satisfied,  nay  desirous  of  its 
adoption  ;  chambers  of  commerce  and  East  India  mer- 
chants, are  its  only  opponents,  and  that  because  it  does 
too  much  for  them.  rhey  must  excuse  me,  if  I  a  tri- 
bute their  opposition  to  a  much  less  disinterested  mo- 
tive. The  rraft  is  in  d.uiger,  the  charm  is  about  to  be 
dispelled,  by  which  the  people  and  government  of  this 
country  have  been  led  to  believe  that  foreign  importa- 
tions are  the  source  of  revenue  and  wealth.  The  trea- 
sury is  empty,  the  people  impoverished  :  the  cause  is 
seen  and  felt  to  be  the  j)rostration  of  national  indus- 
try, the  encouragement  of  foreign.  Tiis  objection  was 
not  urged  by  the  same  gentlemen  a  few  days  ago,  when 
you  made  a  total  and  complete  change  of  the  system 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  It  had  been  tried  for 
twenty  years,  had  never  been  changed  or  altered,  and 
was  attended  with  no  inconvenience — not  a  cent  had 
been  or  could  be  lost.  You  had  profited  by  it ;  had, 
by  forfeitures,  made  a  clear  profit  of  400,000  dollars. 
There  was  not  a  petition  in  favour  of  its  abolition.-* 
But  these  were  fancied  evils,  you  apprehended  danger, 
you  thought  a  change  would  be  useful,  and  by  almost 
an  unanimous  vote  have  passed  a  law  by  wliiph  a 
poor  man,  desirous  of  securing  to  himself  and  family 
the  means  of  support,  must  pay  all  cash  for  his  title  to 
eighty  acres  of  land.  Now  v/e  find  (lie  advocates  of 
this  measure  so  wonderfully  attached  to  the  system  of 
impost  and  enormous  credits,  that  they  will  not  consent 
to  even  reduce  them;  and  while  they  affect  so  much 
fear  for  agriculture,  commerce  and  revenue,  are  vviili  g 
to  permit  the  foreign  merchant  to  have  his  twelve  and 
eighteen  months  credit  on  his  cargo  of  half  a  million  of 
manufactured  goods,  the  poor  farmer  rust  pay  cash  for 
his  land ;  the  foreigner  may  not  only  have  a  credit  oa 
his  goods  without  interest,  but  he  allowed  to  double 
his  capital,  by  the  loan  thus  ohtained  IVom  our  ownci- 
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tizenf?.  You  see  hy  ihis  system  tliat  one  iifth  of  youi'' 
revenue  is  at  this  moment  in  suit.  You  know  that  the- 
greatest  portion  of  delinquencies  is  hv  foreigners  j 
that  much  of  it  will  he  lost,  thtit  the  duties  are  taken 
from  t!ie  pockets  of  the  consumer,  which  do  not  and 
never  will  go  into  the  public  treasury,  but  to  foreign 
countries ;  that  this  evil  is  increasing  most  rapidly, 
that  the  amou'it  in  suif  has  doubled  in  the  last  year, 
and  is  at  this  moment  greater  than  ever.  You  must 
borrow  money  to  make  up  the  dt  fie  ency  thus  caused^ 
and  yet  listen  to  the  cry  of  '^you  will  destroy  the  rev- 
enue''—you  are  attacking  ancient  and  venerable  systems. 
Trace  these  credits  througli  your  lav/s,  and  you  will 
find  that  this  bill  is  in  substance  coming  back  to  tha 
old  system  of  1790^ — thatii  only  does  away  innovations 
of  later  years. 

Much  is  said  about  the  small  losses  in  the  revenue 
for  thirty  years  ;  this  only  proves  that  the  bonds  of 
our  merchants  are  good — but  will  any  one  say  that 
their  bond  is  better  or  safer  than  their  money?  But 
though  the  bend  of  the  American  merchant  are  safe, 
you  have  here  official  evidence  that  those  of  foreigners 
are  not.  Buits  increase  with  foreign  importations, 
and  you  must  not  be  surprised  if  the  losses  of  the^ 
last  two  years  are  more  than  all  the  preceding  ones. 
Fancied  evils  ma.de  you  take  away  the  credit  on  the 
pubi^c  lands,  but  realized  ones  do  not  induce  you  to 
redul'e  them  on  importations.  Commerce  is,  it  seems, 
in  danger— yet  it  is  well  known,  that  these  credits 
Iiave  been  the  means  of  throwing  it  into  the  hands  of 
foreigners.  Ask  tiie  American  Merchant  if  this  bill 
^^ill  injure  him— the  merchant,  the  house  ov,  ner  oC 
the  seaport,  who  snffers  by  long  credits  and  auction 
sales.  Let  the  rate  of  rents,  the  price  of  labour,  the 
unemployed  houses,  stores,  clerks,  labourers  and  siiip- 
ping,  answer.  We  have  been  told  that  if  foreign  im- 
portations do  not  give  employment  tc  labour,  value  to 
property,  and  markets  for  materials  and  provisions 
here,  they  do  in  some  other  countries.  Here  I  under- 
srtand  the  gentleman  who  has  made  this  remark^  and 
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thns  points  out  the  difference  between  his  principles 
and  mine.  I  do  not  profess  those  broad  and  compre- 
hensive principles  of  philanthropjiy,  wliich  enable  me 
to  look  unmoved  at  the  general  distress  which  per- 
vades our  whole  country,  and  find  consolation  in  the 
reilection,  that  though  our  poiicy  destroys  the  indus- 
try and  prospe'ts  of  onrown,  it  encourages  that  of  oth- 
er nations.  VVe  are  sent  here  to  les;isiate  for  our  own 
<5itizens — their  interest  should  !)e  our  peculiar  care  : 
let  others  take  care  of  themselves  ;  their  legislators 
do  not  leave  things  to  regulate  themselves.  When 
they  are  called  on  for  protection  to  any  of  their  great 
interests,  other  governments  do  not  say.  if  you  have  no 
employment  here,  if  your  manufactures  a?'e  abandoned 
your  seapftrts  depopulated,  your  farmers  without  mar- 
keis,  and  your  revenue  in  suit — it  is  beftpr  sompichere 
else.  No  member  of  this  house  can  l>«;  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  that  our  commerce  is  rapidly  declining,  and 
by  means  of  thesf  credits  :  the  friends  of  the  mercan- 
tile interest  are  certainly  liberal  in  the  extreme  in  in- 
sisting on  their  continuance,  when  not  a  nation  in  the- 
civilized  world  gives  a  credit  but  ours. — Is  it  sou;id 
policy  thus  to  impart  to  otliers,  benefits  ruinous  to 
ourselves,  when  there  is  no  reciprocity? 

It  has  been  said  that  other  governments  encourage- 
importations,  and  that  this  bill  contains  less  liberal 
principles  than  their  codes.  The  commercial  experi- 
ence of  the  gentleman  has  taught  him  better — he  must 
think  us  strangely  ignorant  i,f  their  regulations,  not  to 
know  the  total  incorrectness  of  the  remark,  lie  knows 
it,  that  all  other  nations  discourage  importations  for 
home  consumption — they  encourage  them  for  deposite 
as  auxiliary  to  the  carrying  trade.  We  aiford  the 
.solitary  exception  of  the  reverse  ;  not  a  prohibited  ar- 
ticle in  our  tariff,  no  discrimination  between  imports 
for  counsumption  or  export,  except  the  drawback  of 
duties.  This  bill  makes  it — it  gives  facuUeis  for  ex- 
port which  were  never  offered  before  ;  it  w  ill  aid 
American  commerce,  wiiich  is  worth  pursuing  ;  it  will 
^ke  it  from  foreigners,  who  iiov/  airaost  moawpolise  it; 
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I  am  not  teiiacioas  pf  the  details  of  this  bill  *  the  great 
object  is  the  reduction  of  the  credits  on  maliufacturetl 
goods — if  too  much  is  asked,  lei  gentlemen  say  what 
will  suit  their  ideas.     Will  they  agree  to  any  modifi- 
fcations?     Will  they  give  up   a  little,   or  do  they  in- 
sUt   on  retaining  the  whole,    willing  that  fcommerce 
may  be  destroyed  if  (manufacturers  are  not  benefitted  ? 
It  would  have  much  better  suited  my  ideas,  if  we  had. 
endeavoured  so  to  modify  as   to  answer  our  common 
ebjects.      Put  it  seems  that  we  have  been  mistaken  in 
our  expectations  of  conciliation  /  nothing  will  satisfy 
Ihe  gentleman  but  by   striking  out  the  first  section  i 
the  total  defeat  of  the  bill — there  must  be  no  modifica- 
"Mon,  no  alteration,  no  reduction  of  credits.     Not  satis- 
aed  with  what  they  call  the  old  system,  they  cling  to 
<he  memorable  act  of  [8l8  as  eagerly  as  if  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  country  depended  on  it.     True  to  the 
tfommercial   maxim,  *'  keep  what  you   have  got,  and 
get  what  you  can,"  while  I'egulations  are  progressive, 
adding  to  your  benefits,  call  thai  the  natural  order  of 
things ;  but  when  the  least  attempt  is  made   to  touch 
even  a  skirt  of  your  system,  fdd  up  your  hands  and 
gay,  "let  U3  alone,"  let  us  regulate  ourselves.      If  we 
adopt  your  maxim,  and  offer  to  divest  commerce   of 
even  the  ruinous  trappings  of  its  regulations,  then  the 
€ry  "revenue  and  smuggling"  comes  to  your  aid,  and. 
keeps  off  this  most  odious  thing  called  regulation.     I 
Understand  it — it  will  be  understood   by  the  country  j 
we  are  always  regulating  commerce — you  will  this 
session  ;  it  is  necessary  to  save  it,  if  the  petitions  for 
navigation  acts  are  to  be  believed.     Let  the  house  not 
forget  one  celebrated  rec;uiatioi}  in  the  late  war,  when 
g'odsto  an  im»r.ense  am  >unt  had  been  imported  in  vio- 
lation of  non  intercourse  acts — whe.i  the  merchants  had 
given  bonds  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
which  were   forfeited,   which   they  added  to  the  price 
of  their  ^oods,  and  received  from  the  people  of  the 
country,  the  co}7sumers,  on  the  ground  that  they  vverer 
obliged  to  pay  then'  to  the  government.     You  by  one' 
"reglation/"  remitted  them — and  at  the  expense  of  the 
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treasury  and  the  nation,. put  the  money  in  the  pockets 
of  men  who  now  say,  ^'let  us  alone."     When  half  as 
much  is  done  for  manufactures,  1  will  admit  that  they 
may  regulate  themselves.     I  do  not  urge   these  mat- 
ters from  hostility  to  dammerce,  but  to  let  its  friends 
see,   that  not  the    want,  but  the  excess  of  regulation, 
has  now  made  it    necessary  even  for  the  n  to  do  away 
some  part  of  their  system,  to  indiice  them  to  make  a 
common  cause  with   the   other  great   interests  of  the 
country,  to  save  theaiselves.     Our  export  of  produce, 
and  iiiipoiH;  of  g  »ods  for  home  c onsuinption,  has  ever 
been  unpr  jfilable — the  only  valuable  part  of  our  com- 
merce, the  carrying  tr  ide,   is  now  leaving  us — it  can 
mostly  be  brought  back  by  regulations,     it  is  not  de- 
nied that  the  importations  are  now  only  on  foreign  ac- 
count.    Importers  will  be  exporter3---tii'>se  who  bring 
you  goods  will  take  away  your  produce:  ifthereisa 
surplus  of  iuports,  foreigners  will  take  them  to  other 
markets.     Merchants  must  see  this,  they  now  feel  it--- 
the  situation  of  your  seaports  abundantly  proves  the 
fact.     The  pride  of  opinion  must  be  abaniloned.     Com- 
merce is  no  longer  what  it  was---the  change  in  the  re- 
lations of  the  civilized   world  has   been  tJie  cause- 
measures  must  be  changed  with  the  times  ;  and  when 
we  can  trace  to  a  definite  source,  a  great  portion  of  all 
the  embarrassiuents  of  the   treasur^'^  and  the  people^ 
we  are  called  on  by  every  motive  which  ought  to  influ«' 
ence  a  national  legislature  to  join  in  the  remedy.     In 
asking   for   the  abolition  of  credits  on  manufactured 
goodsj  it  is  nptany  bounty  or  even  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures.    It  is  only  that  you  take  away  the 
bounty,  the  premiums  on  imported,  the  inducements,  the 
temptations  that  a  needy  foreigner  cannot  resist-ihat  you 
shall  not  ake  money  from  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
lend  it  without  interest,  andoften  without  security,  to  the 
foreign   importer.     Apply    the  favourite    commercial 
maxim,  not  as  practised  on,  but  actorditig  to  it*  real 
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mctininii; — take  away  the  crodits,  rescind  the  res;ida~ 
t'wns  which  give  them — then  things  will  regulate  tnem- 
selves — now  your  laws  regulate  them. 

The  duties  imposed  hy  tiie  existing  laws  arc  said 
to  be  siuficient  protection, — and  so  they  might  he,  if 
the  operation  of  the  systeiu,  made  them  to  the  amount, 
n  discrimination  between  foreign  and  domestic  fabrics. 
When  impelled  by  the  general  distress,  the  prostration 
of  all  sources  of  national  industry,  to  complain  of  its 
iasuiilcJeucy  and  propose  remedies,  one  gentleman 
ciiarges  t!ic  commiitee  with  obtaining  their  object  by 
indirect  nieans,  and  tells  us  to  increase  the  rate  of  du- 
ty— another  tells  ns  this  will  be  unavailing  by  the  in- 
crease of  smuggiing.  I  had  thought  that  the  last 
charge  brought  against  tlie  committee  of  maiiufactures 
^vouid  iiave  i)ecn  that  their  objects  were  indirect.  If 
the  bills  they  have  reported  do  not  on  their  face  ex- 
plain their  objects,  the  observations  of  their  chairman 
Lave  not  left  their  views  a  matter  of  conjecture.  If 
t[ie  bills  pass,  there  will  net  be  much  doubt  about  their 
direct  effect — at  any  rate  they  are  meant  to  be  efficient. 
I  think  it  not  very  honourable  to  the  mercantile  charac- 
ter of  this  country  to  be  told  by  experienced  merchants, 
we  will  smuggle  if  yon  touch  our  system  ;  raise  a  du- 
ty or  dirainisii  a  credit,  we  will  violate  your  laws. — 
l^ct  me  entreat  them  to  put  too  high  a  value  on  their 
reputation  to  hold  out  to  this  house  threats  of  this  kind. 

As  to  high  duties,  the  gentlemen  and  I  understand 
yach  other  very  w  ell  ;  but  neither  on  this  nor  his  res- 
olution calling  for  evidence,  is  the  committee  to  be 
caught.  High  duties  are  not  tiie  efficient  means  df 
protecting  our  industry  ;  had  we  proposed  them  we 
should  \vA\Q  defeated  our  own  measures ;  the  triumph 
would  have  been  the  greater  as  we  should  have  des- 
troyed ourselves,  by  falling  hi  the  snares  of  our  oppo 
nenls.  'doderate  duties,  but  so  imposed  as  to  be  col- 
lected^ .«o  as  to  afford  a  real  and  not  a  mere  nominal 


ON    THE    PROMPT    PAYMENT    6F    DUTIES.  &7 

preference  to  our  industry,  are  what  wg  aim  at.     At 
present,  they  are  merely  a  tax  on  tlie  consumer,  aiid 
operate  in  a  very  small  degree  for  any  other  purpose. 
Calculate  the  bounties,  premiums,  and  drawbacks,  of 
other  governments  on  the  exportation   of  goods,   our 
custom-house  credits  and  sales  at  auction,   it  will  he 
found  there  is  little,  if  any  discrimination  in  favour  of 
our  manufactures  ;  the  duties    are   balanced  by  theses 
advantages.     It  has   been  more   our  o]>ject  to  remove 
these  premiums  on  import^itions  than  to  raise  the.  rate 
of  duties.     AVc  are  told  that  one  third  of  the  shipping 
of  the  Uiiilad  States  is  idle — it  is  certainly  true,  1  will 
thank  the  gentleman  to  give  us  the  reason — he  knows 
it  is  not  the  prosperity  of  manufactures,  that  the  trade 
of  our  country  is  passing  from  onr  merchants  :  if  ours 
is  idle,  foreign  shipping  is  employed— that  the  custom 
house  credits  are  the  roain  cause — yet  he  will  not  agree 
to  change.     I  am  bound  to  iiope  it  i^  not  because  this 
bill  aids  other  interests  as  well  as  commerce.     Had  it 
been  reported  by  another  committee,  had  the  provis- 
ions of  the  third  section  been  offered  by  any  other  than 
the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  he  West,  I  tliink  they  would 
have  been  retained — it  is  not  impossible  that  even  the 
European  credits   would  have    been   reduced.       But 
nothing  from  the  committee  of  manufactures  will  be  ac- 
cepted.    Even  favours  from  them  will  be  rejected.     I 
am  glad  that  I  voted  against  tlie  separation  of  tiie  com- 
mittees of  commerce  and  manufactures.     I  vvcU  k.ne\V 
that  it  would  hold  oiitto  the  l|ouse  and  the  country  the 
idea  that  their  interests  were  opposed.     It  was  my 
belief  then  and  is  now,  th:\t  they  are-  the  same.     Ex- 
perience w  ill  sliow  it — ^!)oth  are  declining,  not  only  ga- 
ing,  but  gone.     The  same  measures   are  necessary  to 
redeem  both.     The  committee  well  knew,  they  were 
undertaking  an  ungracious  task  in  acting  on  all  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  them.     How  far  they  have  acted  im- 
partially c{j,n  best  be  judged,  not  by  pvofessioas  but  by 
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their  acls.     T  am  willing  it  should  be  tested  hy  this 
bill,  confident  that    when  this    excitement   shall   pass 
away,  it  will  remain  as  evidence  of  our  disposition  to 
do  as  much  for  commerce  as  for  manufactures — equally 
confident  that  the  time  will  come  when  its  loss  will  be 
regretted  by  those  who  now  oppose  il,  not  only  as  to 
parts  but  the  whole — who  will  now  agree  to  no  amend- 
ment, no  modification,  but  hold  on  to  the  old  system  in 
all  its  changes.     All  seem  to  admit  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country  is  rapidly  declining,  but  we  are  promi- 
sed a  change  in  1823.     I   would  be  indeed  thankful 
f')r  the  information  on  which  this  prediction  is  made, 
happy  to  know  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  realized. 
Does  t!ie  gentleman  judge  by  experience,   from  facts, 
or  does  he  rely  on  the  chapter  of  accidents.  .  Let  me 
warn  him  not  to  indulge  in  delusive  hopes,  to  look  to 
causes  and  effects  ;  and,  while  there  is  a  commerce  to 
protect,  not  to  delay  the   means  of  its  restoration. — 
Above  all,  let  him  beware  how  he  presses  on  us  his 
favourite  maxim,  of,  let  things  regulate  themselves. — 
This   nation  may  not  always  apply  it  exclusively  to 
manufiictures ;  even  here  equality  may  be  equity,  and 
this  fiivonrite  child  of  legislation  may  be  left  to  regU' 
late  itself.     When  18S3  arrives,  and  the  gentleman's 
prediclions  turn  out  dreams,  we  shall   perhaps  have 
learned  that  government  is  instituted  to  protect  more 
than  one  interest  :  that  laws  to  ftivour    comii  erce  are 
not  to  be  claimed  as  matters  of  right — for  manufactures 
to  be  implored  as  charities,  gratuitous  favours  flowing 
from  your  good  ^race ;  that  one  part  of  this  nation  is 
not  to  claim  a  monopoly  of  protection  and  protest  against 
its   being  granted  to  another,  as  an  usurpation  of  its 
prerogatives.     How  will  he  like  to  hear,  to  the  pray- 
prs  of  commerce  supplicating  aid  against  foreign  laws 
and  competition  and  domestic  indifference,  the  appal- 
ling answer  of  ^'regulate  yourselves," — if  you  are  not 
doing  well,  commerce  is  doing  well  somewhere  else — • 
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your  relief  will  injure  manufactures,  the  revenue,  and 
lead  to  smu^glin^^— M'e  have  adopted  another  childf 
an  leave  y  ni  in  the  enjoyment  f  your  awn  jjrinciples^ 
This  day  may  come,  bat  it  is  not  our  fault — we  held 
out  our  hands  in  friendship,  but  have  met  with  a  cold 
repulse.  If  commerce  is  now  left  to  itself  by  a  repeal 
of  ail  our  re;^ulations  in  its  favour — the  bounties  or 
fisheries,  navigation  acts,  coasting  trade,  tonnage  duties, 
discrimination  on  imposts,  light  mon^y — how  would 
its  friends  like  this  "being  let  alone  ?"  Let  them  think 
how  we  feel  at  receiving  this  answer  when  asking  for 
some  portion  of  the  benefits  of  government,  by  a  meas- 
ure which  is  called  for  by  all  ()arts  of  the  nation  and 
is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  revenue.  To  pre- 
pare for  the  reception  of  the  tariff  in  this  house,  you 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  on  the  treasury  department 
for  iufrirmation  as  to  its  effects — those  who  are  now  so 
alarmed  about  the  revenue  had  better  call  to  know  the 
effect  of  1  'i!g  custom-house  credits,  and  the  propriety 
of  a  change.  They  seem  unwilling  to  doit — it  is  not 
for  us  to  ask  it,  but  we  can  easily  judge  from  the  amount 
of  revenue  bonds.  On  the  first  of  Ja  'uary  last,  those 
outstanding,  not  due,  were  sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 
If  the  same  amount  should  be  in  suit  this,  as  it  was 
last  year,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  collection 
and  drawbacks,  you  can  calculate  the  state  of  the  treas- 
ury from  imposts  and  decide  whether  it  is  better  to  take 
the  money  or  trust  to  the  bonds  of  foreij^ners.  You 
will  not  trust  your  own  citizens  owe  day  for  any  por- 
tion of  the  purchase  money  for  their  pittance  of  land- 
how  will  you  answer  to  them  for  trusting  to  foreigners 
millions  of  your  revenue,  after  you  find  by  experience 
that  they  do  not  pay  ?  How  will  you  answer  to  the 
nation  for  the  continuance  of  a  system  which  is  con- 
fessedly ruinous  to  agriculture,  commerce,  manufac- 
tures and  revenue— -which  is  daily  adding  to  the  dis- 
jtresjjcs  of  all  the  country,  a»id  the  embarrassments  of 
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the  treasury,  "whicli  are  encreasing  and  must  encrfta&o 
during  European  peace,  can  only  be  checked  by  some 
su.  h  measure  as  is  now  proposed. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  still  repeated  that  commerce 
provides  all  the  resources  of  the  e;overnment ;  those 
w  ho  rittg  this  in  our  ears  must  think  us  very  simple  ; 
that  the  people  are  so  easily  duped  as  not  to  know,  that 
the  duty,  with  accumulated  profits,  is  added  to  the 
"price  of  every  article,  and  paid  by  the  consumer:  that 
the  merchant  is  only  the  collector,  and  is  well  paid  for 
collecting  (he  taxes,*  the  people  pay  them  on  every 
article  they  eat,  drink,  wear,  or  use. 

But,  sir,  this  bill  is  totally  missapprehended  ;  it  does 
not  change  the  system  of  imports,  it  only  makes  it  ef- 
fectual by  preventing  losses  ;  it  aids  your  treasury,  by 
bringing  to  it  the  money  instead  of  bonds  on  long  cre- 
dit ;  it  makes  your  system  in  some  measure  uniform 
and  consistent,  applying  the  same  rule  to  purchasers 
of  land  and  goods.  If  the  bill  proposed  a  total  aboli- 
tion of  credits,  it  would  be  justly  exposed  to  the  at- 
tacks I  am  endeavoring  to  repel ;  but  it  goes  no  further 
than  to  make  the  duties  payable  in  cash  or  the  articles 
to  be  deposited  which  interfere  with  our  national  indus- 
try, and  principally  affects  that  part  of  our  trade  which 
is  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  It  is  objected,  that  it 
will  tend  still  further  to  produce  that  effect,  and  to  ex- 
clude small  capitalists  from  importations  on  their  own 
account;  these  objections  have  lon^  since  been  antici- 
pated— they  have,  in  my  mind,  been  completely  an- 
swered by  the  letters  in  my  hand  from  the  most  intelli- 
gent merchants  of  New-York  and  Baltimore.  The  fo- 
reign merchant  and  manufacturer,  who  send  their  goods 
here  are  generally  needy  ;  the  regular  course  of  trade 
does  not  give  them  a  market,  or  they  would  not  force 


•  A  citizen  of  New-Yort  was  once  boasting^  to.Mr.  Jefferson  that  that  city  paid  one  third  of 
'he  revenue.  He  was  silenced  by  this  reply,  *'  Remove  the  custom-house  across  the  Hadsons 
and  the  city  of  Jersey  would  pay  it. 
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tlieir  way  to  one  here  by  auction  sales ;  our  credits 
operate  as  a  loan  and  increase  of  their  capital  to  carry 
on  their  operations  at  home  ;  this  is  a  great  temptation 
to  continuing  the  trade ;  the  loan  is  perpetually  increas- 
inij;  ;  every  new  consignment  adds  to  the  amount ;  it 
is  unliaiited  as  to  time,  a. id  thus  it  will  pr.jgress  till 
you  depend  on  foreigners  not  only  for  supply  and  de- 
fence, bat  revenue,  \s  one  ')ld  bond  is  paid  ofl',  a  new 
credit  is  given  f  )ran  increased  su  n.  No  other  nation 
aflfords  these  facilities — hence  our  market  is  reported 
to.  But  take  them  away,  take  from  any  consignment 
twenty  jive  per  cent,  fur  duties,  instead  of  adding  that 
amount  hy  a  loan — compel  the  consig'ier  to  send  the 
money  for  duties,  or  pay  a  short  bill,  it  would  eff'ect 
such  a  total  change  in  his  business,  that  he  could  not, 
continue  it ;  then  he  must  take  from  his  capital  at  home, 
to  pay  his  way  abroad  ;  now  you  add  to  it  by  lending 
him  money  to  use  for  twelve  months.  It  is  the  differ- 
ence between  a  premium  and  a  tax,  a  bounty  and  a 
burthen. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  this  ;  even  backwoods-menr 
oan  understand  it ;  it  would  indeed  be  mysterious,  if 
long  credits  encourage  foreign  consignments,  that  short 
ones  should  increase  them — cash  payments  give  them 
the  monopoly.  I  cannot  dwell  on  reasoning  of  this 
kind  ;  it  is  much  like  the  other  objection  that  capital- 
ists will  engross  all  the  trade.  This  deserves  some 
examination  ;  if  true,  it  presents  a  serious  objection  to 
the  bill ;  if  not  true,  the  house  will  be  able  to  decider ori 
the  character  of  the  opposition.  This  antl  the  auction 
bill  are  necessarily  and  closely  connected,  the  one  an 
auxiliary  to  the  other — the  petitions  for  both  mostly 
from  merchants  and  mercantile  towns  ;  whether  from 
large  or  small  capitalists^  can  best  be  judged  by  those 
who  know  the  signers,  and  will  examine  the  number  of 
those  petitioners.  Here  is  a  petition  from  New-York, 
praying  fortlie  auction  bill ;  here  are  more  tban  7OOO 
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names  to  it.  It  must  be  a  wealtliy  place  indeed  if  thesC 
are  all  capitalists.      Here  is  one,  praying  for  a  general 
abolition  of  all  credits  on  all  importations,   signed  by 
near  five  bundled  -i.ercbants  of  ibat  city;  no  one  will 
pretend  they  are  capitalists,  no  one  has  a  rigbt  to  say 
they  do  not  understand  their  own  intsrest.     They  have 
asked  for  this  bill  as  essential  to  their  protection;  they 
have  made  co;nQ]Oii  cause  with  the  friends  of  manufac- 
tures, to  check  an  evil  destructive  to  both.    Merchants 
of  all  classes  tiave  united  in  its  favour,  small  as  well  as 
lari^e  dealers ;  it  has  been  opposed  by  no  individual 
jietidons;  no  s.mill  capitalist  has  objected,  or  now  ob- 
jects ti)  its  passage. 

The  only  opposition  has  been  from  your  chambers 
of  commerce,  some  of  whom  have  sent  and  directed 
their  memorials  to  us — others  have  sent  but  not  direct- 
ed them — circulated  secretly,  their  eJBPecl  felt,  but  the 
power  not  tangible.  J  can  hear  of  it,  but  it  is  not  on 
our  tables— we  cannot  examine  it.  These  bodies,  it 
seems,  are  the  guardians  of  commerce.  Merchants 
undertake  to  judge  for  themselves,  and  ask  us  for  a 
measure — a  chamber  of  commerce  remonstrates  against 
it  as  injurious.  1  do  not  well  understand  who  these 
chambers  of  commerce  are  ;  they  are  generally  under- 
stood to  b&  men  wlio  are  to  settle  disputes  among  mer- 
(ihants.  In  New-York  1  fii)d  they  are  incorporated 
i'or  charitable  purpuses-^-that  they  received  the  thanks' 
of  the  assembly  of  that  state  for  their  patriotic  con- 
duct in  iiiiportins;  no  ^oodsfrom  Great  Britain  until 
she  icould  repeal  the  st  imp  act.  1  would  rejoice  now* 
to  find  chambers  of  commerce  leaning  against  foreign 
and  encouragin^^  domestic  industry  and  commerce  : 
and  in  times  paslit  would  have  been  gratifying  if  some 
of  our  citizens  would  not  have  carried  on  commercial 
intercourse  with  England,  during f?«6ar,^;o,  ?iow  inter- 
course^ and  war.  i  believe  t!ie  members  of  these  bod- 
ies are  not  generally  composed  of  small  capitalists  of  the^ 


ON  THE  PROMPT  PAYMENT  OF  DUTIES.      f^ 

lirst  respectability — they  are  of  the  most  wealthy. 
It  is  a  matter  of  some  susijicion  to  find  thera  guarding 
the  small  trader  with  so  much  care,  and  so  fearful  that 
the  trade  of  the  country  will  fall  into  their  own  hauds- 
a  suspicion  that  is  not  diminished  when  1  find  the 
mercitan  s  of  halem  labouring  under  the  same  fears,  as 
to  heneiits,  which  this  bill  will  give  to  the  large  capital- 
ists, and  dwell  so  much  on  the  injury  to  the  young  and 
enterprising.  Here  U  something  unaccountable  to  me. 
In  1818,  tlie  last  exten; on  of  credits  was  laade  on  the 
petition  of  the  Kast  India  wprchants-  of  Boston  and 
i^-'.alem — headed  by  William  Griay  and  others,  the 
greatest  capitalists  of  the  country — ihere  uere  no  pe- 
titions fr.im  any  other  place;  small  dealers  did  no:^ 
ask  for  eighteen  montifs  C'edit,  and  small  dealers  are 
not  much  concjn-ned  in  the  East  Inilia  trade.  This 
laWj  it  seem-^,  was  thus  passed  on  ihe  petition  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  wealthiest  merchants  in  the  union, 
I  must  be  allowed  to  ;:sk  how  the  extension  and  short- 
ening of  the  credits  will  produce  Uiii  same  eflTects  ? 
I  think  too  well  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  were 
to  those  peiitions,  to  believe  they  did  not  utiderstand 
their  own  interests,  or  would  designedly  impose  on 
you.  The  gentleman  who  so  ably  represents  one  of 
these  towns,  must  permit  me  to  say,  that  while  he  is 
contending  that  this  bill  will  injure  the  sniMll  trader, 
be  is  contradicting  the  petition  presented  by  himself 
praying  for  long  credits.  Two  short  years  can- 
not have  made  such  a  change  in  the  princjples  of 
commerce.  What  would  benefit . capitalists  in  1818, 
will  do  so  now.  Long  credits  will  produce  the  same 
effects  now  as  then.  When  objv^.ctions  are  made  to 
short  ones,  they  must  be  tangible — I  mu'st  know  where 
to  find  our  opponents — they  must  not  thus  play  fast 
and  loose.  If  short  credits  were  injurious  to  capital- 
ists in  1818,  they  will  not  give  them  a  monopoly  now. 
We  are  not  to  be  thus  aran«ed  with  reasons  which  can 
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he  adopted  to  suit  any  measure— they  arc  sure  pretexts 
to  defeat  tliis  l>ill,  uot  because  it  will  injure  the  small 
merchant,  but  because  it  will  benefit  the  manufacturer. 
it  will  take  the  bounty  from  importations,  keep 
the  money  of  the  government  at  home,  prevent  loans 
to  merchants  from  producing  new  importations  on 
the  capital  furnished  by  the  duties  on  the  old. 

We  have  given  the  reasons  and  the  evidence  on 
which  this  bill  has  been  reported.  I  would  ihaok  the 
then  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  for 
the  evidence  on  which  he  extended  the  credits  to  eigh- 
teen months.  In  examining  the  effects  of  this  change, 
I  cannot  see  the  injurious  effects  on  the  small  trader. 
He  can  as  easily  ])ay  the  duties  on  small  importation, 
as  the  large  trader  on  a  large  one.  Merchants  adven- 
ture in  proportion  to  their  capital,  and  credit ;  the  du- 
ties are  in  proportion  to  what  they  import :  the  small 
dealer  can  often  procure  a  small  loan,  when  a  large 
one  could  not  be  obtained ;  the  American  merchant 
has  a  credit  in  bank,  when  the  foreie;  er  has  none; 
we  may,  therefore,  feel  ourselves  safe  in  acceding  to 
the  petitions  of  those  who  have  asked  for  this  measure, 
that  they  have  not  asked  chambers  of  commerce,  or 
Kast  India  merchants  to  become  ibeir  guardians. — Let 
it  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  small  dealers  are  most« 
ly  in  the  West  India  trade,  v»  hich  is  not  affected  by 
this  bill  ;  tiie  East  India  and  European  trade,  which 
will  be  deprived  of  erne  of  its  facilities,  is  in  the  hands 
of  capitalists  and  foreigners ;  this  accounts  for  their 
alarin,  and  a  desire  to  guard  their  exclusive  interests, 
under  the  {retext  of  protection  to  the  small  dealers.-— 
When  the  latter  complain,  I  will  then  think  the  objec- 
tion may  have  some  weight  •  till  thea,  it  will  be  con- 
sidered as  a  pretext  to  cover  opposition  to  a  system  in- 
dispensable for  all  the  great  objects  of  govern nieut, 
nierely  because  it  comes  in  aid  of  manufactures.  L 
must  not  be  blamed  foi'  indulging  this  belief,  when. 
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(there  is  such  a  settled  deterniiuatiou  evinced,  not  to 
tou'li  any  part  of  the  present  credi«^^s,  when  the  same 
cry  is  raised,  whether  we  ofl'er  to  touch  the  actof  1818, 
or  to  abolish  the  whole.  It  is  at  all  times  anuisin^to 
hear  these  same  alarms  rung  on  every  occasion.  The 
tariff  brougii  them  out  ;  this  bill  has  increased  them — 
"it  will  ruin  commerce,  agriculture,  revenue  and  even 
the  country  itself !"  They  must  be  weak,  indeed,  wheu 
they  rest  on  European  and  East  India  credits  ;  we  got 
along  very  well  before  1811  ;  there  were  no  very  impe- 
rious calls  on  us  to  extend  them  then;  if  theywere  shorts 
ened  now,  I  think  the  sun  would  still  shine  and  water 
run  !  This  is  not  the  first  time  this  country  and  all  its 
rnterests  have  been  ruined.  The  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality, the  French  war,  ruined  us  forever;  the  embar- 
go and  Dou  intercourse  law  were  death — so  was  the  late 
war,  yet  the  country  survived  all ;  it  bears  a  great  deal 
of  ruin,  and  bears  it  very  well,  for  one  which  has  been 
ruined  so  often.  After  surviving  such  shocks,  I  think 
the  little  ruin  which  will  be  added  by  employing  our 
own  labour,  our  own  materials  giving  a  value  to  our 
own  jpropertify  carrying  on  our  own  commerce^  and  re- 
ceiving into  the  treasurij  all  the  money  that  the  people 
pay  for  taxes,  will  not  be  too  much  to  bear.  If  this 
IS  ruin,  it  is  of  the  kind  that  will  restore  us  to  prospe- 
rity. 

There  must  be  a  striking  analogy  between  two  op- 
posite systems,  agreeing  in  no  one  feature,  yet  produ- 
cing the  same  effects — each  attended  with  ruin  abso- 
lute and  irretrievable.  You  have  tried  imposts  till 
your  revenue  has  left  you  five  milliofis  short  of  youv 
expeuces  ;  credits,  till  one-fifth  is  in  suit — importations 
ou  foreign  account,  till  your  commerce  is  destroyed-- 
auction  sales,  till  your  merchants  are  idle  (their  hopes 
resting  in  a  bankrupt  law) — foreign  goods,  till  your 
manufactures  are  abandoned ;  foreign  markets,  till 
your  fa(rm.ers  ^nd  their  produce  rotting  ou  their  hands. 
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and  yet  it  is  contended  that  tlie  continuance  of  this  con- 
dition of  the  country  is  neces«ary  for  its  welfare  ;  that 
a  change  will  be  ruinous.     I  hope  iijcntlenien  vviil  asli 
themselves,  if  ever  tliere  was  a  time  when  there  was  such 
ascene  of  universal  distress.  If  it  cannot  he  easily  traced 
and  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  wlien  called  *m,  as  you 
have  been  this  session,  by  the  people  of  the  countr^y, 
tliey  will  expect  some  better  answer  to  iheir  petitions 
than  these  alarms,  which  are  always  raised  whenever 
(here  has  beesf  an  attempt  to  adopt  mt-asures  of  vital 
imporiance.     When  you  urge  them  ycu  iiiust  give  rea- 
sons ;  show  how  the  present  system  will  restore,  how 
the  proposed  one   will  injure  us  ;  show  how    internal 
industry  will  injure  internal  prosperity;  how  idleness 
pro!(]otes  nafional  strength  or  individual  wealth  ;  and, 
above  all,  satisfy  the  farmer  for  whose  interest  there  is 
so  much  anxiety,  how  he  is  to  be  injured  by  buying  his 
clothing  froiji  those   who  will  purchase  his  produce. 
Now  the  surplus  of  his  farm  will  not  clothe  his  fami- 
ly and  procure  him  his  utensils  ;  now  he  understands 
>vhat  is  meant  by  buying  cheap;  that  it  does  not  con- 
sist in  the  price  of  the  article  he  wants,  so  much  as  in 
the  price  of  the  article  with  which  he  is  to  malcp  pay- 
ment.    When  cloth  is  ten  dollars  a  yard,  and  flour  at 
ten  dollars  a  barrel,  one  pays  for  the  other ;  cloth  at 
IS  6  and  flour  at  8  3,  the  cloth  of  the  farmer  has  doub- 
led the  price :    the  barrel  of  flour    procures  but  half 
a  yard  of  cloth.     These  things  will  be  understood — 
there  is  no  mystery  in  political  economy.     It  is  a  plain 
simple  calculation  of  what  is  bought  by  the  least  la- 
bour and    tho  smallest  quantity  of  produce. 

That  article  is  cheapest,  which  the  consumer  pays 
for  the  easiest.  What  encouragement  does  the  impor- 
ter or  retailer  of  foreign  goods  now  give  the  farmer? 
What  injury  has  a  manufacturer  in  his  neighborhood, 
or  a  market  at  his  own  door,  ever  done  him  ?  Is  it  bet- 
j;er  for  him  to  seek  it  by  navigation  of   3G00  miies^ 
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when  found   glutted  by  supplies  from   other  sources^ 
the  price  less  than  at  home,  the  home  niaiket  destroy- 
ed by  the  eagerness  for  a  foreign  ?  Shall  all  competi- 
tion be  destr(»yed,  our  |,roduce  left  at  the  mercy  of  oth- 
er nations,  \vh>)  have  agricultural  interests  of  their  own 
to  protect  ?  Are  they   better   friends  to  the  American 
farmer  than  even  oar  own  government;    theirs  than 
our  own  citizens  ?    fhese  are  questions  which  must  be 
answered  in  some  other  way  than  "you  will  ruin  the 
country.''     Sir,  the  country   is  ruined,  if  you  perse- 
ver"  14  your   present   policy.     It  must  and   will  bo 
changed.     Siich  radical  and  fatal  errors  will  be  check- 
e<l  b%  the  geueral  voice  of  the  country,  if  not  here.      It 
hii<l   better  be  done  while  moderate   measures   will  be 
suS5ci«nt,  such  as  are  proposed  by  this  bill,  which  docs 
not  increase  the  duties,    imposes  no   burthen  on  com- 
merce ;  but.  merely  taking  iw  ly  the  bounty  and  pre- 
mium on  foreign  manufactures,  so  as  to  leave  the  du- 
ties, which  are  laid  on  im,>ortation,    a   discrimination 
in  favour  of  )ur  own   industry   and    the  trade   of  tha 
country ji  in  tiie  hands  of  our  own  merchants. 
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<»f  THE  BILL  FOR  LAYING   A   TAX  ON  SALES  At  AUCTIOif. 


That  the  house  may  feel  the  necessity  of  this  bill 
and  the  propriety  of  its  details,  it  will  be   proper  to 
examine  the  nature  and  tendency  of  auction  sales — 
When  they  are  und^rsteod  it  will  be  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  they  should  have    continued   so   long,    and 
account  for  the  almost  numberless  petitions  which  pray 
for  its  adoption,  for  the  alarming  situation  of  the  sea 
ports,  the  state  of  commerce,  manufactures,  agriculture 
and  rev  enue*     It  was  deemed  of  great  importance  in 
connectioTj  with  the  other  bills  reported  by  the   com- 
mittee, as  without  this  they  would  be  ineffectual — it  has 
now  become  indispensible  since  the  rejection  of  the 
last  bill  by  which  the  house  has  decided  not  to  touch 
the  custom-house  credits — This  system  of  auctions  is 
one  which  has  been  created  by  state  laws  and  presents 
in  many  of  them  a  thing  very  unusual  in  this  country, 
a  monopoly  which  in  no  case  ought  to  be  favored,  but 
discouraged  when  it  is  injurious  to  the  community,  la 
most  of  our  large  Cities,  the  number  of  auctioneers  is 
limited,  they  are  commissioned  by  state  authority,  and 
no  other  persons  are  authorised  to  sell  in  this  way.  lH 
New  York  the  number  is  30,  in   Philadelphia  7 — 
sales  by  public  outcry  must  be  made  by  them.     If  this 
mode  of  sale  is  for  the  convenience  or  benefit  of  com- 
merce it  is  strange  that  a  regulation  which  thus  confines 
it  to   a  set  of  privileged  men,  should  have  been  so 
long  submitted  to  by  that  class  who  are  so   desirous  of 
leaving  things  to  regulate  themselves — They  h^ve  how- 
ever continued  without  complaint,  and  serious  incon-. 
veniences  were  not  felt  till  the  peace  in  Europe  open- 
ed new  prospects  for  their  commerce  ;  the  exclusion 

h  . 


8S  SPEECH  OP  MR.  BALDWl.X  ON  THE  BILL 

from  the  markets  of  tlie  continenf,  corapcUed  the  Bniisir 
merchants  and  manufacturers  to  make  the  most  of 
ours.  VV^ith  an  accumulated styck  increasi||^es  ond  the 
regul  iT  demand,  the  exjierience  of  the  past  and  present 
affor'iiui;  no  new  hopes  for  tlvc  future,  tlie  continental 
system  of  their  allies  becoming;  more  rigid  as  the  good 
effects  of  it  were  becoming  apparent  to  those  nations 
who  adopted  it :  they  have  been  Eagle  Eyed  to  dis- 
cern all  the  advantages  which  they  c«)uld  derive  from 
our  trade,  our  systeu  of  revenue  and  modes  of  sale,  to 
make  them  the  means  of  continuing  their  own  establish- 
ments and  business.  That  the  means  employed  should 
be  ruinous  to  o«rs,  that  what  saves  the  one  should 
destroy  the  other,  is  not  a  mater  fcr  their  consideration^ 
they  deserve  credi'  for  their  exertion  ti  protect  their 
own,  and  the  industry  of  their  comi try  at  the  expense 
of  ours  :  the  only  blame  must  rest  on  us  for  permitting 
and  not  checking  the  evil  where  its  extent  is  so  gener- 
al, its  effects  so  injurious.  Jf  the  foreigner  was  oblig- 
ed to  be  at  tiie  same  exi>en!sey  to  employ  the  same-  ma- 
chinery in  his  operations  as  the  American  merchanty 
and  manufacturer,  he  would  be  obliged^Q  come  into 
our  market  on  equal  terms  ;  to  the  country  at  large  it 
would  make  but  little  difference  as  to  interest,  there 
Would  be  the  same  employment  given  to  labour,  the 
same  market  for  produce,  value  to  materials,  houses 
and  stores  ;  the  same  amsount  of  taxes  paid"  for  the 
support  of  local  and  general  governments,  these  added 
totheexpences  of  their  es-taMishiuents  at  home  would 
bte  a  serious  obsticle  to  their  p»ursuits,  their  operations 
here — remove  them,  the  foreigner  has  all  the  advantage 
of  our  market  without  rendering  the  slightest  benefit 
to  the  coutfttry — riiis  is  effectually  done  by  auction 
sales,  and  eu^tom-house  credits.  I  allude  to  the  lat- 
ter not  to  renew  a  discusr^ion  o!i  a  subject  already  deci- 
ded, bur  to  illus'r  ite  their  tendency,  Goods  are  consign- 
ed to  an  agent  or  an  anctione'M*,  are  bonded,  lands  J,  sold 
at 'auction, '  he  auctioneer  a  D:  rector  of  a  Bank,  the  notes 
well  endorsed  are  di^scGined,  commissions  deducted, 
lie  proceeds  remitted  with  the  addition  of  duties  say 
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25  per  cent,  for  w  liich  there  is  a  credit  of  8,  10  and  13 
Bioiiths  without  interest  ;  to  say  the  least  of  it^  the  use 
of  liie  amount  of  the  duties  is  more  than  equal  tt)  the 
charges  of  auctioneers  and  the  expcnces  of  shipment, 
it  must  be  a  had  sale  which  will  not  nett  the  price  at 
the  manufactory  in  England. 

The  foreigner  has    his   establishments    at  home — 
they    must  he  kept   up  at  all  hazards,  their  burthens 
arc  more  in  prop  rtion  to  their   magnitude  than   the 
amount  of  sales,  as  the  latter  can  he  increased  without 
adding  to  the  expences.  The  facilities  aft'orded  by  our 
systems  enable   them  t)  reap  all  the  benefits  of  an  es- 
tablisliment    here,    without   its  costs  and  risks,  sure 
of  sales  at  home  at  a  price  as  good  at  all  events  as  our 
merchants  can  make,  and  with  the  same  opp  trtsinity 
of  profiting  by  the  rise  in  the  market— Ours  is  abnost 
the  only  one  left  to  him,  the  trade  is  not  sufficient  to 
give  employment  to  both  ours  and  foreign  merchants 
and  capiial ;  some    must  be  excluded,  and  unfortu- 
nately ours   have  become  the  suiferers  by  the  great 
temptations  and  inducements  held  out  to  those  who  do 
not  reside  here,  and  are  enabled  to  carry  on  a  profita- 
ble trade  abroad  vvithout  adding  to  their  expences  at 
home. —  The  foreigner's  goods  never  remain  on  hand; 
he  contracts  no  bad  debts,  is  exposed  to  no  casualties, 
losses,   or  expences,  and  is  at  no  trouble  to  find  out 
the  state  of  (Uir  market  as  to  the  quality,  quantity,  and 
kind  of  gi)ods   required   for  our  consumption.     The 
American  merchant,  from  his  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence, is  enabled  to  ascertain  all  these  matters  before 
he   sends  oul,  his  orders,  when  his  bill  is  fi'led  there 
is  a  surplus — his  information  is  the  guide — his  order 
points  to  the  necessary  information.     The  foreigner 
ships  on  his  own  account,  our    market  is  filled  with 
a  supply  double  that  of  the  demand,  in  the  compe- 
tition for  sale  the   foreigner  must  prevail ;  he  can  af- 
ford to  sell  at  his  price  at  the  manufactory,  and  char- 
ges.    Our  merchant  who   pays   the  price  there,  must 
have  an  advance  on  his  investment,  and  is  subjected 
to  the  same  charges,  except  the  auctions,  there  he  can- 
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not  compete,  his  goods  must  remain  on  hand,  he  con^' 
tinue  idle,  or  send  his  goods  to  be  sold  at  a  certain 
loss. — It  is  impossible  to  calculate  with  precision  the 
ordinary  expences  of  a  commercial  establishment. — 
from  the  information  of  the  most  experienced  and  res- 
pectable merchants,  furnished  after  much  reflection  and 
enquiry,  1  am  confident  that  house  and  store  rent,  sta- 
tionary, fuel,  insurance,  clerk  hire,  family  expences, 
taxes,  bad  debts,  expences  of  collection,  fall  in  the  price 
of  goods  remaining  on  hand,  will  exceed  ten  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  ihe  capital  employed.  I  think  it  a 
low  estimate — ^This  is  all  saved  to  the  foreigner — 
when  he  can  thus  add  to  his  capital  by  custom-house 
loans,  carry  on  trade  without  the  ordinary  expences,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  he  should  avail  himself  of  these 
advantages,  while  an  European  peace  continues.  The 
proportion  of  auction  sales  to  private,  of  foreign  to  do- 
mestic, will  increase — it  has  already  become  alarming 
to  all  the  commercial  cities.  The  petitions  from  Phi- 
ladelphia tell  you  that  four-fifths  of  auction  sales  are 
on  foreign  account — I  appeal  to  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sent others,  if  there  is  not  the  same  proportion — this 
accounts  at  once  for  the  rapid  transition  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  country  from  ours  to  foreign  mer- 
chants. Trace  it  in  its  consequeiKres  through  society, 
you  will  find  none  exempt  from  suffering  ;  realise 
the  time  which  is  fast  approaching,  when  your  impor- 
tations are  on  foreign  account,  eight  or  ten  auctioneers 
doing  the  business  of  your  sea  ports  ;  leave  the  intei'- 
est  of  manufactures  out  of  view  as  unworthy  of  notice, 
but  look  to  other  classes,  other  occupations  in  and 
roundy  our  great  cities — contemplate  the  scene  of  des- 
olation that  opens  to  your  view  then  console  your- 
selves, if  you  can,  with  the  reflection  :  "  It  is  better 
somewhere  else ;"  others  flourish,  though  we  are  des- 
troyed. 

It  is  worth  while  to  look  to  other  effects  of  Auction 
sales  which  have  now  swelled  into  an  extent  and 
grown  into  a  system  which  not  only  impoverishes,  but 
cheats  and  defrauds  the  people  to  an  extent  not  easily 
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calculated.  lufoi'ination  fi'om  a  gentleman  of  great 
respectability  and  intelligence  who  has  been  employed 
three  years  in  a  great  Auction  House,  and  who  speaks 
from  his  actual  observation,  enables  me  to  say  that  thB 
difference  between  order  goods  (sent  for  by  our  mer- 
chants)and  auction  goods  (consigned  by  foreigners)  is  at 
least  20  per  cent,  artfully  made,  carefully  packed,  none 
but  good  judges  can  disciiminate  the  mass  of  purchasers 
in  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  an  auction  sale  are 
unable  to  compare  and  judge.  They  aie  allured  by  a 
low  price,  as  they  buy  to  sell  again — profit — and  not 
quality  is  the  great  object;  the  country  is  filled  with 
worthless  articles,  and  however  great  the  fraud,  I  find 
from  this  advertisement  that  "damages  must  be  appli- 
ed for  in  six  days  from  the  sale/'  sizes  and  width  of 
the  goods  are  copied  from  tlie  invoices  but  are  not 
warranted,"  is  another  conditonof  tiiese  sales,  there  is 
opened  another  reason  why  auction  goods  are  cheap. 
They  are  made  for  this  kind  of  sale,  manufactured  to 
meet  these  conditions. — I  am  told  that  in  private  sales 
of  broad,  cloth  five  per  cent  is  allowed  for  short  meas- 
ure ;  that  is  if  a  piece  measures  20  yards,  you  pay  for 
19.  This  tells  me  if  the  piece  contains  19  yards  you 
])ay  for  20  at  auction,  making  a  difference  of  10  per 
cent.  I  am  not  eneough  initiated  to  know  how  much 
is  gained  in  the  width,  an  inch  or  tv/o  would  be  no- 
ticed but  a  little,  but  would  count  in  the  cost  a  good 
deal.  I  have  heard  too  of  such  things  as^^/fj^s  em- 
j)loyed  aiid  sham  sales  to  the  knowing  ones  to  reii;ulate 
the  price — to  the  simple  ones,  am]  other  et  cetras  too 
tedious  to  enumerate — Among  many  other  means  of 
injuring  our  manufactures,  is  the  practice  of  making 
goods  of  a  bad  quality  in  exact  imitation  of  domestic, 
so  that  they  may  have  a  bad  reputation  in  the  market 
and  suffer  in  comparison  with  the  foreign  ;  tlie  diifer- 
ence  not  discerned  by  common  observation,  is  known 
only  when  the  articles  come  into  use. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  Auction 
Sales  ;  in  New  York  tlie  duties  paid  to  the  slate  the 
last  year  were   1^11.000  dollars.     But,  the  mode  of 
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roiuUicting  (hem  does  not  make  it  necessary  to  return 
all  sales  ;  sucli  for  instance  as  are  made  I)y  the  part- 
ners of  the  Auctioneers,  which  are  regulated  by  the 
sale  at  Auction  of  a  number  of  par;  ages  sufficient  to 
fix  the  price  of  a  larga  quantity.  I  lind  it  is  common 
to  advertise  A.  B.  Auctioneer  C  I).  Commission 
Mercliant.  Sales  by  the  latter  are  not  returned  m 
the  amount  of  duties.  It  is  probably  not  overrating 
them  in  that  place  at  Ij,'K)0.000  a  year:  the  great- 
er part  by  not  more  tlian  ten  Auctioneers.  In  the  first 
three  months  of  the  present  year,  about  10,000  packa- 
ges of  dry  goods  were  sold  at  auction  ;  in  the  first  fif- 
teen days  of  this  month  about  2,000.  Connect  this 
with  tiie  fact  that  three  fourths  of  the  importations  are 
on  foreign  account,  and  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
extent  and  general  mischief  of  these  sales  ;  I  need 
not  dilate  on  the  consequences  of  business  being  thus 
almost  monopolized  by  a  few,  the  country  glutted 
with  worthless  goods, — every  class  of  society  except 
the  auctioneer,  suffering  severely  and  calling  on  you 
for  redress.  If  these  complicated  evils  were  tempora- 
ry, if  the  evils  tlieraselves  were  diminishing,  there 
would  be  less  reason  for  your  interference.  But  the 
reverse  in  all  respects  is  true.  Do  not  rely  on  my  state- 
ments or  on  the  documents  to  which  you  have  been 
referred  ;  ask  those  who  are  daily  witnesses  of  the 
progress  of  this  wide  spreading  ruin,  look  to  the 
petitions  which  come  to  you  from  tens  of  thousands  of 
your  citizens  ;  not  manufacturers  merely,  but  merchants, 
mechanics,  owners  of  houses  and  ships,  all  join  in  de- 
precating a  common  calamity.  Injurious  as  auctions 
are  to  the  great  interest  of  the  country,  it  is  not  intend- 
ed to  aboliish  or  prohibit  thera  ;  the  bill  proposes  a 
duty  of  ten  per  cent  on  manufactured  articles,  and  will 
not  put  the  American  and  foreign  merchants  on  terras 
of  fair  and  equal  competition.  The  foreigner  can  af- 
ford to  pay  this  to  avoid  the  numerous  expences  which 
would  attend  his  residence  among  us,  in  managing 
private  sales  ;  this  I  feel  justified  in  saying  from  the 
almost   unanimous  opinion  of  those  best  conversant 
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vUli  the  subject.     With  casli  payment  of  the  duties, 
t  would  no  doubt  for  the  present   have   considerably 
•hecked  ftud  perhaps    uUiuiately    have  stopped  tlienu- 
i3ut  uith  the  present  credits  the  effect  will  be  but  lit- 
le  felt  as  tending  to  a   prohibition.     It  is  to  be  hoped 
it  will  lessen  them,  and  give  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
^ales  to   our  Okvn  citizens;  it  will  be,   ai,  vAl  events  a 
tax  to  that  amount  ;  an  offsett  to  the  numerous  and 
great  facilities   now  afforded   to  foreign  importations 
and    sales  ;     the    importer,     manufacturer    and    the 
treasury  will  participate  in  the  benefits.     An  addition- 
al duty  of  five  per  cent  is  proposed  when  the  sale  is  in 
quantities  less  than  they  were  imported.     This  is  ne- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  the  small  dealers  and  re- 
tailers.    Auctioneers  now  sell  by  the  yard  as  well  as 
the  piece,   and  aim  at  a  perfect  monopoly  as  well  as 
the  capitalist  or  the  small  trader  ;  it  cannot  be  neces- 
sary to  dwell  on  the  propriety    of  imposing  a  heavy 
tax  if  noL  an  effectual   prohibition  on  this  part  of  the 
system.     Thougii  the  petitions  all  concur  in  asking  a 
luty  often  per  cent  on  all  auction  sales  without  regard 
o  the  kind  of  goods,  we  have  not  extended  it  to  such 
IS  are  imported  by  our  merchants,  and  do  not  interfere 
,vith  the  fair   competition  between  ours   and   fv)reigu 
manufactures.     On  all  articles  not  manufactured  it  is 
)ro;josedto  impose  two,  asid  on  American  manufactures 
me  per    cent,    these   are  for    revenue.     The  former 
luction  duty  produced   about  800,000  dollars  a  year  ; 
;hat  tjo,  during  the  war,  when  there  were  but  few  im- 
ported goods  in  the  country  ;  ihis  will  probably  pro- 
duce a  much  larger  amount,  and  1  hope  will  remove  ob- 
jections which  have  been  made  to  tiie  other  bills  by 
those  who  are  alarmed  at  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and 
object  to  the  measures  proposed  by  the  committee  as 
tending  to  impair  it.     We  have  in  all  of  them  connect^ 
ed  this  with  our  other  objects  con^iistentiy  with  the 
plan  first  avowed;  to  protect  theindustry  of  tlie  natiosi 
agai  list  foreign  competition,  then  tax  it  its  fliir  propor- 
ti m   of  the  public  burthens.     I  hope  it  may   not   ov 
deemed  injurious  to  cjoimerce.    as  it  in  called  for  h\ 
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he  almost  mianimoiis  voice  of  tlie  merchants  as  neces- 
sary for  their  assistance ;  or  to  agriculture,  as  without 
it  the  seaports  will  be  depopulated  and  its  only  re- 
maining market  taken  away  ;  and  to  manufactures  I 
need  not  say  that  the  measure  is  without  its  import- 
ance ;  as  it  can  injure  no  interest,  is  called  for  by 
all,  perhaps  it  may  escape  the  fate  of  the  last  one, 
and  at  least  one  thing  be  done  by  general  concurrence. 
If  a  measure  like  this,  cannot  be  adopted,  I  shall  in- 
deed despair  of  any  relief  for  the  distresses  of  the 
people  ;  it  seems  to  me  that  no  one  ought  to,  or  can 
be  willing  to  permit  this  thing  to  regulate  itself,  if 
an  evil  of  this  magnitude  cannot  be  checked,  govern- 
ment is  almost  an  useless  burthen,  if  the  interests 
^viiich  are  prostrated  by  auction  sales  are  not  worthy 
of  protection,  I  know  of  none  that  are. 

I  am  aware  of  one  ground  of  opposition  to  this  bill 
'vvhich  arises  from  the  revenue  derived  by  the  states  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  some  oth- 
ers from  these  sales.     It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the 
general  good   should  call  for  a  measure  injurious  to 
any  part  of  the  union  ;  but  it    would   be  a  source  of 
still  deeper,    that   local  interests  should   prevent  its 
adoption.     Asa    mere  revenue  bill,    or  as  one  tend- 
ing to  the  benefits  of  only  one  class  or  body  of  men,  I 
Avould  deem  it  a  duty  to  the  state  which  1   in  part  re- 
present, to  oppose  the  diminution  of  its  revenues  at  a 
time  Aviien   its  treasury  requires  every    aid.     But  1 
would  be  an  unworthy  representative  of  that  great  and 
disinterested  state;  if  however  dear  its  interests  may 
be  to  me,  I  would  not  yield  to  considerations  of  gener- 
al concern.     As   a  part  of    a  general   system  for  the 
protection  of  national  industry,  this  measure  has  be- 
come iudispensible,  it  is  not  tiie  character  of  the  state, 
it  is  not  the  wish  of  its  representatives,  to  prefer  local 
to  general   objects,  the  sacrifice  will  however  be  but 
nominal,    the    merchants   protected  and   enabled   by 
this  bill  to  prosecute    their  business,  will  cheerfully 
pny  by  a  tax  on  licences  to  sell  foreign  goods,  the  same 
I'ovenue  now  derived  from  auctions  if  their  amount 
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sliould  be  di  iuislied.  IJut  I  ara  abundantly  satisfied 
that  it  will  be  much  less  than  is  feared.  The  long  cre- 
dits of  the  custom-house  will  be  found  to  amply  com- 
pensate for  the  duty  and  auction  sales.  The  former 
arc  the  cause,  the  latter  the  effect.  As  we  ha^'6  been 
UiUibie  to  diminish  them,  the  only  resource  is  now  in 
this  measure,  which  it  is  doubly  incumbent  on  you  to 
adopt  and  to  guard  against  all  evasion.  When  a  sys- 
tem has  grown  to  the  extent  of  this,  when  it  has  so  far 
attained  to  a  monopoly,  that  as  I  am  informed  from 
most  respectable  authority,  the  profits  of  one  atiction  firm 
have  exceeded  100,000  dollars  a  year,  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  great  efforts  will  be  made  to  counteract  and 
evade  the  provisions  of  a  law  calculated  to  impair  the 
extent  of  their  operations.  On  this  subject  great  pains 
have  been  taken  by  the  committee  in  the  details  of  the 
bill,  and  we  believe  they  will  be  efficient. 

I  find  gentlemen  from  all  parts  of  the  union  agree, 
as  to  the  state  and  condition  of  our  commerce ;  if  I 
have  been  mistaken  in  assigning  the  causes,  they  are^ 
(jailed  on  to  correct  me,  and  assign  the  true  ones.  If 
this  bill  will  not  check  its  embarrassments  to  say  what 
will.  They  will  remember  that  auctions  are  a  regu- 
lation of  CO  nmerce  on  the  part  of  the  States,  by  ma- 
king public  sales  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  ; 
if  it  is  a  convenient  mode,  of  selling,  it  ought  to  be  frees- 
and  open  to  all ;  if  otherwise,  let  it  be  a  source  of  re- 
venue, a  mean  of  equalizing  sales  on  foreign  and  Ame- 
rican account — shaped  and  controled  so  as  to  promote 
and  not  be  permitted  to  destroy  the  general  good.  Tho' 
these  sales  are  not  the  ultimate  they  arethe  opera- 
ting cause  of  most  of  the  distress  which  is  now  so  ge- 
neral. Connected  with  and  as  a  consequence  of  the 
effect  of  long  credits,  they  are  the  instruments  which 
fill  the  country  with  foreign  goods  of  a  bad  quality 
and  low  price,  destroying  competition  either  by  the 
manufacturer  or  merchant ;  enabling  a  few  to  d  >  the 
bus  nessof  thousands — drawing  from  us  all  our  resour- 
ces, giving  employment  and  activity  to  none.     To  bal- 
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ance  those  evils  there  is  but  one  advantage  which  might 
for  uerly  exist,  but  has  long  since  ceased  :  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  price  to  the  consumer.  It  is  well  known 
and  generally  admitted,  that  the  difference  in  price  is 
not  equal  to  the  difference  in  quality  and  measure  ;  the 
apparent  loss  to  the  importer  is  a  real  gain  ;  the  ap- 
parent gain  to  the  purchaser  a  real  loss.  These  rea- 
srns  would  justify  a  total  prohibition,  and  the  time 
may  not  be  distant  when  this  will  become  necessary. 
Aucti<M)  sales  must  be  checked  ;  if  this  bill  should 
pass,  V.  e  can  find  from  its  effects  whether  the  duties 
ought  to  be  lessened  or  increased  ;  the  general  effects 
on  sU  classes  of  the  community,  are  such  as  I  think 
O'tiglit  to  unite  us  all  in  going  at  least  to  the  extent  pro- 
posed ;  it  will  enable  us  to  ascertain  tiie  sources  of  the 
genera  depression  ;  if  this  is  not  the  proper  remedy, 
experience  will  point  it  out — till  some  other  causes 
are  assigned,  some  other  cures  proposed,  1  must  feel 
it  my  duty  to  press  the  adoption  of  this. 

It  is  very  unpleasant  to  be  obliged  to  differ  from 
those  who  are  friendly  to  this  bill,  as  to  its  effects  ; 
as  it  is  one  which  was  called  for  principally  by  the  pe- 
tition of  merchants,  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  ac- 
quire from  them  such  information  as  would  enable  the 
committee  to  unite  theirs  with  the  manufacturing  inte- 
rest. It  was  not  intended  to  prohibit  auction  sales,^ 
and  that  it  will  not — I  must  be  allowed  to  speak  with 
confidence,  arising,  not  from  conjecture,  but  facts  and 
assurances,  the  result  of  accurate  calculations  furnish 
ed  from  sources  entitled  to  the  most  perfect  credit. — I 
defend  it  as  a  measure  necessary  to  place  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  on  fair  competition  in  our  mar^^et,  as  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  introduction  and  consumption  oi' 
inferior  goods,  deficient  in  measure  as  well  as  quality  ; 
to  diminish  the  temptation  to  purchase  that  which  is 
nominally  cheap,  but  really  dear  ;  to  prevent  the  coun- 
try from  being  so  completely  overstocked  as  to  repress 
all  efforts  to  bring  our  own  fabrics  into  competition 
with  foreign. — Not  as  an  exclusion  of  the  foreigner  or 
foreign  goods  from  a  fair  chance  on  equal  terms.  Com- 
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petition  is  the  security  of  the  people  iVoni  impo;iition, 
but  it  cannot  exist  where  there  is  ii  monopoly. — One 
gentleman  speaks  of  a  monopoly  of  selling  cheap,  as 
one  to  be  favored  ;  if  such  a  monopolist  will  give  any 
assurance  that  he  uiil  continue  tosel'  thus  cheap,  when 
he  has  the  complete  command  of  the  market,  there 
may  be  some  reason  to  permit  him  to  enjoy  it.  But 
let  the  foreign  merchant  and  manufacturer  once  put 
down  the  dop.iestic,  let  them  command  the  supply  of 
the  country,  and  competition  will  cease ;  one  year's 
profits  will  make  up  for  all  former  losses — if  the  foili 
oigner's  extortions  sliould  again  raise  our  establish- 
ments, so  as  to  create  sonic  competition,  he  will  for  a 
time  reduce  his  prices  till  our  manufacturers,  tired 
of  the  endless  fluctuation,  will  forever  abandon  them 
in  despair.  S  here  must  be  a  system,  steady  and  uni- 
form in  its  operations,  some  general  measures  by  which 
the  faith  of  the  nation  will  oe  pledged  to  support  its 
true  interests,  not  growing  out  of  a  policy  which  mere- 
ly resorts  to  temporary  expedients  for  raising  revenue, 
and  changes  with  all  its  ebbs  and  flows.  Manufacto* 
ries  are  the  work  of  time,  their  perfection  is  progres- 
sive and  graduil,  those  concerned  cannot  invest,  with- 
draw and  reinvest  their  capital  to  suit  every  surplus  or 
deficit  in  your  treasury.  Every  consideration  should 
induce  you  to  give  the  n  no  encouragement,  aJBford  therd 
no  protection,  or  to  give  in  to  the  extent  of  the  nation- 
al objects  which  require  it — the  state  of  your  com- 
merce points  this  out  as  the  only  means  of  its  safety  : 
your  shipping  and  inijiorting  merchants  want  some  as- 
surance from  you,  that  they  will  not  be  abandoned  and 
their  interest  sacrificed,  by  your  refusal  to  shape  your 
systems  according  to  the  events  widch  eontrol  their 
operation.  Examine  the  petitions  which  call  for  this 
law  ;  look  to  the  consequences  which  merchants  tell 
you  will  inevitably  flow  from  auction  sales,  if  they  con- 
tinue uncontrolled  or  undisturbed  :  they  call  on  you 
to  regulate  them  as  t!ie  only  means  by  which  they  can 
be  restored  to  employment.  You  have  refu>^ed  to  go 
k)  the  sources  of  the  cause  which  produces  the  efiects 
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whicli  they  deprecate ;  you  must  now  aim  at  the  ef- 
fects themselves.  h\  doing  it  in  the  manner  propo- 
sed by  this  hill,  you  aid  all  the  great  interests  of  the- 
nation  in  the  only  mode  which  is  practicable  and  ef- 
ficient-— It  will  secure  to  agriculture  a  market,  to  your 
merchants  your  trade,  and  remove  one  great  impedi- 
ment to  the  success  of  our  manufactures — call  it  encou- 
ragement if  you  please,  it  is  necessary :  they  have 
struggled  long,  and  hard  ;  their  importance  has  not 
been  duly  estimated.  Now  in  tl«eir  ''ecline  they  re- 
quire permanent,  not  temporary,  but  efficient  support, 
tho'  not  injurious  to  the  country.  Gentlemen  wlio com- 
plain so  much  of  the  measures  we  have  recommended, 
have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  our  present  sys- 
tems, the  great  encouragement  to  foreign  importations 
which  they  hold  out,  and  the  powerful  obstacles  they 
present  to  our  industry.  The measires  we  have  pro- 
posed are  no  more  than  are  necessary,  to  enable  our 
manufacturers  to  come  into  fair  and  equal  competition  ; 
but  if  they  gain  the  entire  command  of  the  home 
market,  we  have  abundant  evidence  of  the  salutary  ef* 
fects  of  such  a  measure.  I  must  again  refer  the  House 
to  the  fact,  that  the  high  duties  on  coarse  cottons  have 
nearly,  if  not  wholly,  excluded  the  fo"eign  article,  the 
domestic  competition  has  improved  the  quality,  and  di» 
minished  the  price  :  they  are  now  made  at  a  priceless 
by  nearly  one  half  than  they  ever  were  imported.  I 
state  the  fact  with  perfect  confidence  no  one  will  or  can 
contradict  it;  it  is  confessedly  true.  With  evidence  of 
this  conclusive  kind  to  answer  them,  I  hope  gentler leu 
will  not  insist  that  the  encouragement  of  our  manufac- 
tures is  a  bounty  to  the  few  at  the  expense  of  ihe  ma- 
ny ;  that  domestic  monopoly  will  tend  to  increase  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  Facts  like  these  and  practical 
observations  of  their  eflfects,  are  the  best  means  of  tes- 
ting measures  of  national  policy — that  command  of  the 
market  encourages  the  competition  and  reduces  the 
price,  we  have  now  ascertained  by  a  fair  experiment 
for  f'lur  years,  can  there  be  a  better  reason  offered  for 
f?o  modifying  our  system  as  to  embrace  other  article^ 
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wliich  are  necessary  for  our  comfort  and  wants? — In 
adopting  a  principle  which  has  produced  the  same  re* 
suits  wherever  it  has  been  brought  into  operation,  we 
can  certainly  be  exposed  to  no  risks  ;  but  if  we  aban- 
don it,  leave  foreign  bounties,  custom  house  credits  aud 
auction  sales,  to  operate  without  restriction  or  counter- 
action, are  you  not  trusting  to  theories  which  no  other 
nation  has  followed  but  ours,  which  we  arc  now  called 
on  by  the  strongest  expressions  of  public  opijiion,  the 
luostalarming  evidence  of  general  distress,  to  explode  ? 
When  you  complain  of  the  extravagant  protection  ask- 
ed fur  our  industry,  look  to  your  own  laws  for  the  al- 
most boundless  encouragement  offered  to  foreign.  If 
your  custom-house  bounties  must  continue,  if  your  ac- 
cumulated regulati.ins  to  favour  imports  are  too  sacred 
to  be  touched,  at  least  tax  and  tax  highly  those  monop- 
olists, those  monopolising  sales,  made  such  by  state  au- 
tiiority,  which  take  from  our  own  citizens  not  only  all 
chance  of  competing  in  the  manufacturing,  but  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  articles  of  consumption,  in  pretending 
to  guard  alike  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  pre- 
serve at  least  the  semblance  of  impartiality.  If  one 
part  of  yours,  or  any  state  system,  gives  a  ])ounty  or  a 
premium  to  foreign  industry  over  ours,  check  and  coun- 
tervail it,  if  no  farther,  at  all  events  so  as  to  equalize, 
to  afford  sonic  competition.  In  your  zeal  to  guard 
against  a  domesiic,  do  not  create  a  foreign  nionopoly — 
in  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  manufacturers  toconti- 
nue  their  establishments,  for  fear  of  excessive  profits, 
are  you  sure  that  the  merchants  will  not  avail  them- 
selves of  the  p:)wer  you  thus  give  them — I  am  not 
aware  of  any  greater  security  from  imposition  by  them. 
We  are  told  of  ten  per  cent,  as  the  regular  mercan- 
tile profit  on  foreign  importations. — I  had  ilionght  the 
rule  was  what  an  article  would  bear  dej)ending  on  the 
quantity  and  demand  ;  that  those  were  the  standard  by 
which  to  estimate  and  class  the  profits  ;  tlie  gentleman 
surely  could  not  have  referred  to  the  last  war,  and  he 
will  lind  himself  as  far  mistaken,  in  calculating  profits 
at  ton  percent,  if  there  is  once  a  command  of  tiie  mar- 
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kethy  {hosB  wlio  are  iicitiier  bound  to  tlio  governmciH 
or  p»;o")l(j  of  this  country  by  any  tic  or  obligaiion.  Let 
me  again  ask  the  geiitlomeu  ii'they  prefer  a  foreign  to 
a  domestic  monopoly  ;  the  supply  of  our  market  to  be 
in  the  hands  of  those  wlio  are  identitied  with  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation,  or  those  who  can  prosper  only  by 
our  adversities. — This  bill  is  necessary  to  guard 
against  sucli  a  monopoly,  by  enabling  our  merchants 
U)  compete  with  foreign  ;  this  is  its  great  object ;  it  is 
not  a  manufacturing  bill,  tho'  important  as  part  of  a 
system  for  the  protection  of  that  interest ;  its  opera- 
tion may  not  be  very  decisive.  The  great  cause  of 
the  declension  of  domestic  industry  is  the  extent  of 
foreign  importations,  the  supplying  the  deniandi  of  the 
country  from  foreign  sources — not  the  mode  of  s'lliiii; 
or  the  persons  who  selU  whether  at  auction  or  private 
sale;  if  our  supply  must  be  from  abroad,  you  will  see 
how  little  will  be  gained  to  manufactures,  by  change 
ing  the  distribution  from  one  set  of  merchants  to  ano- 
ther— but  as  a  part  of  a  great  system  necessary  to  guard 
all  the  industry  of  the  nation,  to  put  heavy  clogs  on 
sales  which  are  destroying  all,  I  hope  you  will  see  the 
necessity  of  its  adoption.  Greatlemen  may  talk  as  they 
please  about  the  necessary  hostility  between  agricul- 
ture, commere  and  manufactures  ;  but  in  their  zeal 
against  the  latter  they  are  sure  to  injure  the  former — 
look  round  the  country,  you  find  them  all  alike  depres- 
sed by  the  same  causes  ;  trace  their  progress  in  oth- 
er nations ;  they  go  hand  in  hand,  mutually  giving 
and  receiving  support — the  universal  seutiment  of  the 
the  people  expressed  in  their  toasts  on  all  national  fes- 
tivals, "Agriculture,  Commerce  and  manufactures," 
has  arisen  from  experience  and  observation  of  their 
intimate  connection  in  a  iirm  and  permanent  state  of 
things.  The  time  has  been  when,  during  the  tweuty- 
iive  years  of  the  tornado  in  Europe,  the  wants  by  oth- 
er nations  of  our  produce  as  well  as  carriers  for  their 
own,  held  out  such  inducements  to  agriculture  and 
commerce  as  made  us  overlook  manufactures,  and  think 
Iheir   prospenty  inconsistful. '^vit'i  a  tiourishiugcom- 
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iiierce.     The  unexa,ni|jle(l  continuance  of  this  state  of 
things  has  led  lis  to  believe  it  tiie  natural   course  of 
events,  which  is  only  checked  by  a  peace  ;  to  resort  to 
expedients  of  all  kinds  to  keep  off  a  system  which  our 
distresses  will  make  inevitable  :  to  trust  to  vain  and 
illusory  hopes  of  a  recurrence  of  events  beyond  all  hu- 
man probability ;    disregarding;   experience,    the  con- 
viction of  reasi)n,  a;id  the  eaibarrassments  which  now 
reach  every  man   in  the  co  nniunity — Xo   gentleman 
ran  point  out  an  injury  which  this  bill  will  do  to  any 
interest  in  the  country,  I  understand  the  source  of  the 
opposition,  it  tends  to  benefit  manufactures;  the  friends 
of  commerce  ought  to  pause  I)efore  they  carry  the  op- 
position too  far.     The  effects  of  auction  sales  have  be- 
come   alarming;  they   threaten  to   depopulate  two  of 
your  proudest  commercial  cities;    all  classes  join  in 
their  petitions  ;  though  these  evils  may  not  be  so   se- 
verely felt  in  other  places,  I  beg  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sent tliem  to  remember,  that  the  evil  lias  become  firm- 
ly fixed,  is  rapidly  spreading^   and  will   soon   reach 
them.     They  must  not  indulge  in  fancied  security  for 
themselves,  or  feel  indifference  for  the  distresses  of 
their  neighbours,  not  of  one  class  or  interest,  but  all. 
This  bill  is  necessary  to  save  our  commerce  and  mer- 
chants ;  it  is  astonishing  to  me  that  it  can  be  oppo-^ed 
by  thovc  who  r>rofe.fis  to  be  (iieir  friends.    Cannot  thev 
judge  for  themselves,  do  not  their  petitions  speak  to  you 
in  a  language  which  you   will  believe  ?     The  Tariff 
"was  opposed,  and  the  custom-house  bill  defeated,  be- 
cause they  were  thought  unfavourable  to  commerce. — 
I  now  call  on  the  gentleinento  siiow  their  sincerity  in 
advocating/this  bill  which  is  imperioiisly  called  for, 
more  for  the  protection  of  that  interest  than  aiiy  other, 
by  at  least  niae-tenlhs  of  the  merchants  of  jVcw-York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore ; — from  the  interior  and 
west,  tlie  call  has  not  been  so  imperious — the  evil  has 
not  and  can  never  be  so  deeply  felt.     If  our  HiasmCjic- 
tures  are  to  be  prostrated;  if  the  credits  on  1-umjs  are 
to  !)c  taken  away,  and    yours  continued  on  impoilfvl 
goods  t  if  we  are  to  l^e  the  mere  cosisnmers  of  the  'uo- 
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duce  of  other  countries  ;  the  commercial  interest  must 
reflect  well  on  the  mighty  importance  to  us  of  checking 
auction  sales  ;  of  the  danger  of  arraying  itself  ag  iinst  a 
strong  and  growing  interest ;  we  are   in  our  infancy  ; 
but  it  will  soon  be  manhood.     Y'  u  can  easily  trace  the 
march  of  wealth  and  power — it  is  to  the  west.     It  was 
one  of  the  earliest  lessons  I  was  tiiughf,  to  conciliate 
and  be  on  2;o(jd  terms  with  hovs — thev  will   soon  he 
then  :  let  me  recommend  this  lesson  to  the  commercial 
opponents  of  this  bill,  and  point  their  attention  to  the 
next  cei)sus.     This,  of  all  others,  is  a  time  for  union, 
for  common  action  ;  each  must  give  up   something  to 
save  all  fr«'tn  the  ruitious  effects  of  your  present  sys- 
tems.    Live  and  let  live,  is  a  good  rule  for  individu- 
als and  should  be  adopted  by  legislators.     Here  is  a 
measure  of  a  national  charactei*;  it  will  benefit  all  in- 
terests for  which  any  of  us  are  concerned,  though  not 
in  the  same  degree,  we  must  not  calculate  the  propor- 
tions, but  only  whether  it  is  not  necessary  and  indis- 
peusible — It  is  not  the  less  interesting  to  me  because  it 
Js  peculiarly  beneficial  for  merchants  ;  goaded,  abused, 
as  I  have  been,  it  shall  not  provoke  me  to  hostility ; 
the  allusions  I  have  made  must  not  be  called  the  lan- 
guage of  threats,  but  ta  en  as  the  caution  and  advice 
of  a  friend.     Commerce,  no  more  than  manufactures, 
can  support  itself  against  foreign  competition  and  your 
indifferonce  ;  it  requires  legislative  aid,  which  must  be 
freely  and  liberally  afforded,  not  for  its  exclusive  be- 
nefit and  the  injury  of  other  interests  equally  interest- 
ing ;  ti  requires  none  such,  for  there  is  in  this  country 
one  community  of  interests  :  national   measures   will 
promote  and  save  all  alike  ?  the  commerce  of  the  na- 
tion cannot  be   benefited   by  measures  that  will  des- 
troy the  agriculture  and  manufactures,  they  are  its  on- 
ly materials  ;  they  rest  too  on  commerce  as  the  only 
means  of  distributing  its  products  :  sensible  of  this  the 
committee  feel  a  consciousness  that  they  have  been  true 
to  these  principles — that  their  measures  have  not  been 
partial  in  their  design,  or,  if  adopted,  will  prove  so  in 
their  operation.     They,  at  all  evontS;  must  be  exempt- 
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ed  from  this  charge.     Though  convenient  and  useful 
for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  the  general  princi- 
ples and  detals  will  be  found  to  be  cautiously  devised 
for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  the  American  merchant, 
an«l  I  believe  has  met  with  tlieir  general  and  unquali- 
fied approbation.     Though  emanating  from  a  commit- 
tee of  manufactures,  it  has  excited  no  jealous  fears  ex- 
cept in  this  house — there  is  no  alarm  in  the  sea  ports, 
it  is  strange  to  me  there  is  any  here ;  still   stranger, 
when  1  see  the  quarter  from  which  it  comes.     While 
there  is  a  disposition  to  make  a  common  cause;  to  do 
as  much  for  one  as  the   other  interests  of  the  country, 
let  me  entreat  gentlemen  to  cultivate  and  avail  them- 
selves of  this  generous  feeling ;  to  abandon  the  delu- 
sive hopes  which,  contrary  to  their  own  convictions, 
they  still  indulge.     Commere  is  not  and  will  not  be 
what  it  was — it  has  departed  from  us  and  can  only  be 
reclaimed  by  legislation — cannot  regulate  itself,  has 
been  destroyed  for  the  want  of  regulations  which  thi- 
bill  calls  for.     It  must  not  be  opposed  because  it  con- 
tains protection  to  others — commerce  ought  not  to  be 
the  exclusive,  though  a  principal,  object  of  our  care : 
we  must  look  for  the  causes  which  have  given  it  a  proud 
preeminence — they  have  ceased  and  cannot  recur.     It 
has  been  in  along  fever,  an  unnatural  state  of  excite- 
ment, buoyed  up  by  foreign  aid,  now  it  is  met  by  for- 
eign competition,  the  natural,  obvijus  effects  of  a  gene- 
ral peace,  which  will  be  more  aad  more  felt  by  its  con- 
tinuance :  to  resume  the  sphere  of  Its  former  action  has 
become  impossible;  to  open  new  ones,  to  retain  what 
is  left,  other  means  must  be  reported  to,  than  to  rely 
on  the  expectations  of  events  which  can  never  happen. 
The  supremacy  of  commerce  has  passed — it  is  our  im- 
perious duty  to  aid  and  protect  it,   but  not  to  make  it 
the  sole  object  of  our  concern  ;  if  its  friends  urge  and 
persist  in  these  pretensions,  they  must  look  to  the  con- 
sequences,    hitherto  the  country  has  U2uted  in  its  sup- 
port, let  it  not  be  spoiled  by  indulgence  ;  its  operations 
examined  too  minutely,  and  its  extravagant  prcten- 
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sions  to  exclusive  protection  unite  against  it  the  two 
otlier  grea!  classes  of  society — 1  am  anxious  to  avoid, 
to  avert  these  dangers ;  to  take  advantage  of  this  time 
to  adopt  salutary  national  measures,  necessary  for  the 
general  welfare — you  cannot  without  ruin  to  all  sepa- 
rate the  great  sources  of  national  wealth  and  power — 
you  must  recur  to  principles  applicable  to  your  pre- 
sent situation,  and  make  allowances  for  the  changes 
in  our  relations  with  other  nations — these  will  account 
for  the  state  of  our  agricuUure,  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, and  ought  to  convince  you  of  the  duty  of  im- 
mediate action.  For  myself  1  much  regret  that  any  ex- 
citement should  have  been  caused  by  the  measures  of- 
fered for  your  adoption  ;  that  there  should  be  thought 
t)  be  any  hostility  between  the  great  interests  which  I 
think  alike  deserving  of  support ;  if  there  is  any  it  is 
beyond  ray  perception — not  only  unseen  butunfelt  by 
me.  If  these  measures  are  defeated,  or  kept  off  till 
public  distress  forces  their  enactment;  if  there  should 
be  then  a  disposition  in  what  must  some  day  be  the 
preponderating  interest  of  the  country,  to  act  alone  for 
itself;  I  bej;  the  house  to  remember  that  such  a  dispo- 
sition is  not  to  be  found  in  these  bills  ;  that  it  has  not 
been  avowed  or  evinced  by  me,  that  I  here  publicly 
deprecate  such  a  spirit,  and  in  a  warning  voice  entreat 
others  not  to  indulge  it. 


SPEECH  OF  MR    CLAT5 


IX   FAVOUR    01'   THE  NEW  TAIIIFF  BILIi. 


\V  HAT  EVER  may  he  the  value  of  my  opinions 
upon  the  interesting  subject  now  before  us.  they  have 
not  been  hastily  furmed.  It  may  p(issibly  be  recollec- 
ted by  some  gentlemen,  that  I  expressed  then  whea 
the  existing  tariff  was  adopted  ;  and  that  I  then  urgt'd, 
that  the  period  of  tlie  termination  of  a  war,  during 
"which  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country  had 
received  a  powerful  spring,  was  precisely  that  period 
when  government  was  alike  impelled  by  duty  and  in- 
terest, to  protect  it  against  the  free  admission  of  for- 
eign fabrics,  consequent  upon  a  state  of  peace.  1  in- 
sisted, on  that  occasion,  that  a  less  measure  of  protec- 
tion would  prove  more  efficacious,  at  that  time,  than 
one  of  greater  extent  at  a  future  day.  My  wishes  pre- 
vailed only  in  part;  and  we  are  now  called  upon  id 
decide  whether  we  will  coiTect  the  error  which,  1  thintc, 
■we  then  committed. 

In  considering  the  subject,  the  first  important  inqui- 
ry that  we  should  make  is,  whether  it  be  desiraide? 
thai  such  a  portion  of  the  capital  and  labour  of  the 
country  should  be  employed  in  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing, as  would  furnish  a  supply  for  ournecessary 
wants.  Since  the  first  colonization  of  America,  the 
principal  direction  of  the  labour  and  capital  of  the  in- 
habitants has  been  to  produce  raw  materials  for  the 
cousumption  or  fabrication  of  foreign  nations.  We 
have  already  had,  in  great  abundance,  the  means  of 
subsistence ;  but  we  have  derived  chiefly  from  other 
countries  our  clothes  and  the  instruments  of  defence. 
Except  during  those  interruptions  of  commerce  arising 
from  a  state  of  war,  or  from  measures  adopted  for  vin- 
dicating our  commercial  rights,  we  have  experienced 


100  SPEECH    OF   MR.    CLAY, 

no  very  s^reat  inconvenience  heretofore  from  this  mode 
of  supply.     The  limited  amount  of  our  surplus  pro- 
duce resulting  from  the  smallness  of  our  numbers,  and 
the  long  :ind  arduous  convulsions  of  Europe,  secured 
us  good  markets  for  that  surplus  in  her  ports  or  those 
of  her  colonies.  But  those  convulsions  have  now  ceas- 
ed, and  our  population  has  reached  nearly  ten  millions. 
A  new  epoch  has  arisen  ;  and  it  becomes  us  to  deliber- 
ately contemplate  our  own  actual  condition,  and  the  re- 
lations which  are  likely  to  exist  betvveen  us   and  the 
olher  parts  of  the  world.     The  actual  state  of  our  po- 
pulation, and  the  ratio  of  its  progressive  increase,  when 
compared  with  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion of  t!)e  countries  which   have  hitherto   consumed 
our  raw  produce,  seem  to  me  alone  to  demonstrate  the 
necessity  of  diverting  some  portion  of  our  industry  from 
its  accu^'tomed  empli>yment.     We  duplicate  our  popu- 
lation in  about  the  term  of  twenty-five  years.     If  there 
be  no  cfjnnge  in  the  mode  of  exerting  our  industry,  we 
shall  du[)licate,  in  the  same  term,  the  amount  of  our  ex- 
portable produce      Europe,  including  such  of  her  co- 
lonies as  we  have  iVee  access  to,  taken  altogether,  does 
not  duplicate  her  population  in  a  shorter  term,  proba- 
bly, than  one  hundred  \ears.  The  ratio  of  the  increase 
of  her  capacity  of  consumption,  therefore,  is,  to  that  of 
our  capacity  of  production,  as  one  is  to  four.     And  it 
is  manifest,  from  this  simple  exhiI)itiou  of  the  powers 
of  the  consuming  countries,  compared  with  those  of  the 
supplying  country,  that  the  former  are  inadequate  to 
the  latter.     It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  portion  of  the 
VaRS'^  of  our  raw  produce,  which  we  transmit  to  them, 
reverts  to  us  in  a  fabricated  form,  and  that  this  return 
augments   with  our   increasing  populatiion.     This  is, 
hov\  ever,  a  very  inconsiderable  addition  to  their  actu- 
al ability  to  afford  a  market  for  the  produce  of  our  in- 
dustry.    I  believe  that  we  are  already  beginning  to 
experience  this  want  of  capacity  in  Europe  to  consume 
our  surplus  produce.     Take  the  great  articles  of  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  bread-stuffs.     For  thelatter  we  have 
scarcely  any  foreign  demand.     And  is  there  not  reason 
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to  belie-  e  that  we  have  reached,  if  we  have  not  passed 
the  maximum  of  the  f». reign  demand  for  the  other  two 
articles  ?  Considerations  connected  with  the  cheapness 
of  cotton,  as  a  raw  material,  and  the  facility  witli  which 
it  can  be  fabricated,  will  probably  make  it  be  more  and 
more  used  as  a  substitute  for  otiier  materials.  But  af- 
ter you  allow  to  the  demand  for  it  the  utmost  extension 
of  which  it  is  sus^ceptible,  it  is  yet  limited  ;  limited  by 
the  number  of  persons  who  use  it,  their  wants  and  their 
ability  to  supply  tliem.  If  we  liave  not  reached,  there- 
fore, the  maximum  of  the  foreign  demand,  as  1  believe 
we  have,  we  must  soon  fully  satisfy  it.  M'ith  respect 
to  tobacco,  an  article  affording  an  enjoyment  not  neces- 
sary, as  food  and  clothes  are  to  human  existence,  tlie 
foreign  demand  for  it  is  still  more  precarious,  and  I 
apprehend  that  we  have  passed  the  limits  of  it.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  then,  that,  if  we  consult  our  interest  mere- 
ly, we  ought  to  encourage  domestic  manufactures.  But 
there  are  other  motives  recommending  it^  of  no  less  im- 
portance. 

The  wants  of  man  may  be  classed  under  three  great 
heads — food,  raiment  and  defence.  They  are  felt 
nlike  in  the  state  of  barbarism  and  in  that  of  civiliza- 
tion. He  must  be  defended  against  the  ferocious 
beasts  of  prey  in  the  one  condition,  and  against  the 
ambition,  violence,  and  injustice,  incident  to  the  other. 
If  he  seeks  to  obtain  a  supply  of  those  wants,  without 
an  equivalent,  he  is  a  beggar ;  if  by  promising  an  equi- 
valent which  he  cannot  give,  he  is  fraudalent:  arid  if 
by  commerce  in  which  there  is  a  perfect  freedom  on 
his  side,  wiiilst  he  meets  with  nothing  but  restrictions 
on  the  other,  he  submits  to  an  unjust  and  degrading  in- 
equality. What  is  true  of  individuals  is  equally  so  of 
nations.  The  country,  then,  which  relies  upon  for- 
eign nations  for  either  of  those  great  essentials,  is  not, 
in  fact,  independent.  Nor  is  it  any  compensation  for 
our  dependance  upon  other  nations,  that  they  also  are 
dependent  upon  us,  if  it  were  true.  Every  nation 
should  anxiously  endeavor  to  establish  its  absolute  in- 
dependence, and  consequently,  tofcf'd  nnd  clothe  and 
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defend  itself,  if  it  rely  upon  a  foreign  supply,  that 
may  be  cut  ojff  by  the  caprice  of  the  nation  making  it,, 
by  war  witli  it,  or  by  war  even  with  other  nations. 
But  it  is  not  true  that  any  other  nations  depend  upott 
ns,  in  a  degree  any  thing  like  equal  to  that  of  our  de- 
pendence upon  them,  for  the  great  necessaries  to  which 
I  have  referred.  Kvery  other  nation  seeks  to  supply 
itself  with  them  from  its  own  resources  ;  and,  so  strong^ 
is  the  desire  which  they  feel  to  accomplish  this  pur- 
pose, that  they  exclude  the  cheaper  foreign  article  for 
the  dearer  home  production.  Witness  the  English  po- 
licy in  regard  to  corn.  So  selfish,  in  this  respect,  is 
the  conduct  of  other  powers,  that,  in  some  instances, 
they  even  prohibit  the  j)rodnce  of  the  industry  of  their 
own  colonies,  when  it  comes  into  competition  with  the 
produce  of  the  parent  country.  All  other  countries, 
but  our  own,  exclude,  by  high  duties,  or  absolute  pro- 
hibitions, whatever  they  can  respectively  produce  with- 
in themselves.  The  truth  is,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  dis- 
guise it,  that  we  are  a  sort  of  independent  colonies  of 
England — politically  free,  commercially  slaves.  Gen- 
tlemen tell  us  of  the  advantages  of  a  free  exchange  of 
the  produce  of  the  world.  But  they  tell  us  of  what  ne- 
ver existed,  does  not  exist,  and  perhaps  never  will  ex- 
ist. They  invoke  us  to  give  perfect  freedom  on  our 
side,  whilst,  in  the  ports  of  every  other  nation,  we  are 
met  with  a  code  of  odious  restrictions,  shutting  out  en- 
tirely a  great  part  of  our  produce,  and  letting  in  only 
so  much  as  they  cannot  do  without.  I  shall  hereafter 
!5xamine  tlieir  favourite  maxim,  of  leaving  things  to 
themselves,  more  particularly.  At  present  I  will  only 
say,  that  I  am  a  friend  to  free  trade,  but  it  must  be  a 
free  trade  of  perfect  reciprocity.  If  the  governing  con- 
sideration were  cheapness  ;  if  national  independence 
were  to  weigh  nothing ;  if  honor  nothing ;  why  not 
subsidize  foreign  powers  to  defend  us?  Why  not  hire 
Swiss  or  Hessian  armies  to  protect  us?  Why  not  get 
our  arms  of  all  kinds,  as  we  do,  in  part,  the  blankets 
•^]h]  clothii^ci:  of  our  soldifirs.  from  abroad  ?  We  should 
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probably  consult  economy  by  these  dangerous  expe- 
dients. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  there  are  to  the  manufacturing 
system  some  inherent  objections,  which  should  induce 
us  to  avoid  its  introduction  into  this  country ;  and  wa 
are  warned  by  the  example  of  England,  by  her  pau- 
perism, by  the  vices  cf  her  population,  and  her  wars. 
It  would  be  a  strmge  order  of  providence,  if  it  were 
true,  that  he  should  create  necessary  and  indispensible 
"Wants,  and  yet  should  render  us  unable  to  supply  them, 
without  the  degradation  or  contamination  of  our  spe- 
cies. 

Pauperism  is,  in  general,  the  effect  of  an  overflowing 
population.  Manufactures  may  undoubtedly  produce 
a  redundent  population  ;  but  so  may  commerce,  and  so 
may  agriculture.  In  this  respect  they  are  alike  ;  and, 
from  whatever  cause  the  disproportion  of  a  population 
to  the  subsisting  faculty  (.f  a  country  may  proceed,  its 
effects  of  pauperism  is  the  same.  \Iany  parts  of  Asia 
would  exhibit,  perhaps,  as  afflicting  effects  of  an  ex- 
treme prosecution  uf  the  agricultural  system,  as  Eng- 
land can  possibly  furnish  us  respecting  the  manufactu- 
Ting.  It  as  not,  however,  fair  to  argue  from  these 
extreme  cases,  against  eidier  the  one  system  or  the 
other.  There  are  abuses  incident  to  every  branch  of 
industry,  to  every  profession.  It  would  not  be  thought 
very  just  or  wise  k)  arraign  the  honorable  professions 
of  law  and  physic,  because  the  -one  produces  the  petti- 
fogger, and  the  other  tne  quack.  Even  in  England^ 
it  has  been  established  by  the  diligent  search  of  Col- 
quhoun,  from  the  most  nuthentic  evidence,  the  judicial 
records  of  the  country,  that  the  instances  of  crime  were 
much  more  numerous  in  the  agricultural,  than  in  the 
manufacturing  districts  ;  thus  proving  that  the  cause 
of  wretchedness  aiul  vice  in  that  country,  w^as  to  be 
sought  for.  not  in  this  or  that  system,  so  much  as  in 
the  fact  of  the  density  of  its  population.  France  re- 
sembles this  country  more  than  England,  in  respect  to 
the  employments  of  her  population  ;  and  we  do  not 
find  that  there  is  any  thing  in  the  condition  of  the  ma- 
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nufacturing  portion  of  it  which  ouglit  to  diss'iade  us 
from  its  introduction  into  our  own  country.     But  even 
France  has  not  that  great  security  agai.ist  the  ahuses 
of  the  manufacturing  system,  against  the  effects  of  too 
great  a  density  of  population,  which  we  possess  in  our 
waste  lauds-     Whilst  this  resource  exists,  we  have  no- 
thing to  apprehend.     Do  capitalists  give  too  low  wa- 
ges;  are  the  labourers  too  crovvde.l,  and  in  danger  of 
starving?  The  unseated  lands  will  draw  off  the  re- 
duadency,  and  leave  the  others  bet  er  provided  for.   If 
an  unsettled  province,  such   as  T'exas,   for  example, 
could,  by  some  convulsion  of  nature,  be  wafted  along 
side  of,  and  attached  to,   the  island  of  Great  Britain, 
the  instantaneous  effect  would  be  to  draw  off  the  redun- 
dant portion  of  its  population,  and  to  render  more  com- 
fortable both  the  emigrants  and  those  whom  they  would 
leave  behind.     I  am  aware  that,  whilst  the  public  do- 
main is  an  acknowledged  security  against  the  abuses 
of  the  manufacturing  or  any  other  system,  it  constitutes 
at  the  same  time  an  impediment,  in  the   opinion   of 
some,  to  the  success  of  manufacturing  industry,  by  its 
tendency  to  prevent  the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  la- 
bour.    Those  who  urge  this  objection,  have  their  eyes 
too  much  fixed  on  the  ancient  system  of  manufacturings 
when  manual  labor  was  the  principal  instruineift  which 
it  employed.     During  the  last  half  century,   since  the 
inventions  of  Arkwright,  and  the  long  train  of  improve- 
ments which  followed,  the  labor  of  machinery  is  prin- 
cipally used.     I  have  understood,  from  sources  of  in 
formation  which  1  believe  to  be  accurate,  that  the  com- 
bined force  of  all  the  machinery  employed  by  Great 
Britain,  in  manufacturing,  is  equal  to  the  labour  of  one 
hundred  millioMs   able-bodied   men.     If  we   suppose 
the  aggregate  of  tlie  labour  of  all  the  individuals  w  hich 
she  employs  in  that  branch  of  industry,  to  be  equal  to 
the  united  labour  of  two  million  able-bodied  men,  and 
I  should  think  it  does  not  exceed  it,  machine  Jabour 
will  stand   to  manual  labour  in  the  proportion  of  one 
hundred 'to  two.     Tliere  cannot  be  a  doubt   that  we 
have  skill  and  enterprise  enough  to   command  the  re- 
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quisite  amount  of  machine  power.  There  are,  too, 
some  checks  to  emigration  from  the  settled  parts  of 
our  country  to  the  waste  lands  of  the  west.  Distance 
is  one,  and  it  is  every  day  becoming  greater  and 
greater.  There  exists  also,  a  natural  repugnance, 
fell  less,  it  is  true,  in  the  United  States  than  else- 
where,  but  felt  even  here,  to  abandoning  the  place 
of  our  nativity.  Women  and  children,  who  could  not 
emigrate,  and  who  would  be  comparatively  idle  if  man- 
ufactures did  not  exist,  may  be  profitably  employed  in 
them.  This  is  a  very  great  benefit,  I  witnessed  the  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  employment  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  our  population,  in  a  visit  which  I  lately  made 
to  the  Waltham  manufactory,  near  Boston.  There 
some  hundreds  of  girls  and  boys  were  occupied  iu  sep- 
erate  apartments.  The  greatest  order,  neatness,  and 
apparent  comfort,  reigned  througout  the  whole  estab- 
lishment. The  daughters  of  respectable  farmers  ;  in 
one  instance  I  remember  the  daughter  of  a  senator  in 
the  state  legislature,  were  usefully  occupied.  They 
would  come  down  to  the  manufactory,  remain  perhaps 
some  months,  and  return,  with  their  earnings,  to  their 
families,  to  assist  them  throughout  the  year.  But  one 
instance  had  occurred,  I  was  informed  by  the  inteli- 
gent  manager,  of  doubtfull  conduct  on  the  part  of  any 
females ;  and,  after  she  was  dismissed,  there  was  rea- 
son to  believe  that  injustice  had  been  done  her.  Sup- 
pose that  establishment  to  be  destroyed,  what  would 
become  of  all  the  persons  who  are  there  engaged  so 
beneficially  to  themselves,  and  so  usefully  lo  the  state  ? 
Can  it  be  doubted  that,  if  the  crowds  of  little  boys  and 
girls  who  infest  this  capitol,  and  assail  us  every,  day 
at  its  very  doors,  as  we  come  in  and  go  out,  begging 
for  a  cent,  were  employed  in  some  muanufacturiug  es- 
tablishment, it  would  be  better  for  them  and  the  city  ? 
Those  who  object  to  the  manufacturing  system  should 
recollect,  that  constant  occupation  is  the  best  security 
for  innocence  and  virtue,  and  that  idleness  is  the  pa- 
rent of  vice  and  crime.  They  should  contemplate  the 
Ubouring  poor  with  employment,  and  ask  themselves 
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what  would  be  tlicir  condition  without  it?     If  there: 
are  instances  of  hard  taskmasters   among  the  manufac- 
turers, so  there  are  in  agriculture.     The  cause  is  to  be 
sought  for,  not  in  the  nature  of  this  or  that  system,  but 
in  the  nature  of  man.     If  there  are  particular  species 
of  unhealthy  employments  in  manufacturing,  so  there 
are  in  agriculture  also.    There  has  been  an  idle  attempt 
to  ridicule  the  manufacturing  system,  and  we    have 
Ijeard  the  expressions  ^' spinning  jeny  tenure."     It  is 
one  of  the    noblest  inventions  of  luimau    skill — it  has 
diflused  comforts  among  thousands   who    would  have 
never  enjoyed  them  but  for  it ;  and  unborn  millions  v/ill 
l)less  the  man   v»ho  invented    it.     Three   inventions 
have  distinguished  the  last  Iia4f  century,  each  of  which 
if  it  had  happened  at  long  intervals  of  time  from  the 
other,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  constitute  an  epoch 
in  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts.     The  first  was  that 
of  Avkwright ;  and  our  own  country  was  entitled   to 
the  merit  of  the  other  two.     The  world  is  indebted  to 
Whitney   for  the  one  ,  and  to  Fulton  for  the  other. 
Nothing  is  secure  against  the  shafts  of  ridicule.    What 
\vould  be  thought  of  a  man  who  should  speak  of  a  cot- 
ton gin  tenure,  or  a  steam  boat  tenure?     In  one  respect 
there  is  a  great  difference  in  favour  of  manufactures, 
when  compared    with    agriculture.     It  is  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  whole  manufacturing  community  avail 
themselves  of  an  improvement.     It  is  instantly  commu- 
nicated aud  put  into  operation.     There  is  an  avidity 
for  improvement  in  the  one   system,  an  aversion  from 
it  in  the  other.     The  habits  of  generation  after  gen- 
eration ])ass  down  the  long  track  of  time,  in  perpetual 
succession,  without  the  slightest  change  in  agriculture. 
Tlie  plougman  who  fastens  his  plough  to  the  tails   of 
Ids  cattle,  will  not  own  that  there  is  any  other  mode 
equal  to  his.     An  agricultural    people  will  be  in   the 
iieighborliood  of  other  communities    who  have  madQ 
the  greatest  progress  in  husbandry,  without  advancing 
in  the  slightest  degree.     Many  parts,  of  our   country 
are  one  lilindred  years  in  advance  of  Sweden  in  Uu!^ 
<%ljJv<i!i)n*Mi'l-im!»vovGment.of,the  soi.l.  .  ,„' 
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It  is  objected,  that  the  effect  of  the  enconragcmei)t 
of  home  manufactures,  by  the   proposed  tariff,  will  b'^ 
to  diminish  the  revenue  from  the  custom??.    The  amount 
of  the  revenue  from  that  scource  will  depend  upon  tlin 
amount  of  importations,  and  the  measure  of  these   will 
be  the  value  of  the  exports   from  this    country.     The 
quantity  of  the  exportable  produce  will  depend  upon 
the  foreign  demand  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt. that, 
under  any  distribution  of  the  labor  and  capiUil  of  thi-i 
country,  from  the  greater  allurements  which  agriculture 
presents  than  any  other  species  of  industry,  there  will 
always  be  a  quantity  of  its  produce  sufficient  to  satisfy 
that  demand.     If  therebe  a  dirnunition  in  the  ability 
offoreign  nations  to  consume  our  raw  produce,  in   the 
proportion  of  our   diminished  consumption  of  theirs, 
under  the  operation  of  this  system,  that  will  be  compen- 
sated by  the  substitution  of  a  home  to  a  foreign  market 
in  the  same  proportion.     It  is  true,  that  we  cannot  re- 
main in  the  relation  of  seller  otily  to  foreign  powers 
for  any  length  of  time  ;  but  if,  as  I  have  no  doubt,  our 
agriculture  will  continue    to  supply,   as  far  as  it  can 
profitably,  to  the  extent  of  the  limit  of  the. foreign  de- 
mand, we  shall  receive  not  only  in  return  many  of  the 
articles  on  which  tlie  tariiF  operates,  for  our  ow  n  con- 
sumption, but  they  may  also  form  the  objects  of  trade 
with  South  America  and  other  powers,  and  otir  com- 
forts may  be  multiplied  by  the  importation  of  other  ar- 
ticles.    Diminished  consumption,  in  consequence   of 
t1ieaugmentatio:i  of  duties,  does  not  necessarily  imply 
diminished  revenue.     The   increase  of  the  duty  may 
compensate  tiie  decrease  in  the  consumption,  and  give 
you  as  large  a  revenue  as  you  before  derived. 

Can  any  one  dou!)t  the  impolicy  of  government  vest- 
ing solely  upon  the  precarious  resource  of  such  a  rev- 
enue? It  is  constantly  fluctuating.  It  tempts  us,  by 
its  enormous  amount,  at  one  time,  into  extravagant  ex-^ 
pehditure  ;  and  we  are  then  driven,  by  its  sudden  antj^ 
unexpected  depression,  into  the  opposite  extreme.--; 
We  are  seduced  by  its  ilattcring  promises  into  expen- 
ses \<^hich  we   might  avoid ;  and  we  are  afterward;^ 
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constrained,  by  its  treachery,  to  avoid  expenses  which 
Ave  ought  to  make.  It  is  a  system  under  which  there 
is  a  sort  of  perpetual  war  between  the  interest  of  the 
government,  and  the  interest  of  the  people.  Large 
importations  fill  the  coffers  of  the  government,  and 
empty  the  pockets  of  the  people.  Small  importations 
imply  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  leave 
the  treasury  empty.  In  war  the  revenue  disappears  ; 
in  peace  it  is  unsteady.  On  such  a  system  the  govern- 
ment will  not  be  able  much  longer  exclusively  to  rely. 
We  all  anticipate  that  we  shall  have  shortly  to  resort 
to  some  additional  supply  of  revenue  within  ourselves. 
I  was  opposed  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  internal  rev- 
enue. 1  would  have  preserved  certain  parts  of  it  at 
least,  to  be  ready  for  emergencies,  such  as  now  exist. 
Avid  I  am,  for  one,  ready  to  exclude  foreign  spirits 
altogether,  and  substitute  to  the  revenue  levied  on 
them  a  tax  upon  the  spirits  made  within  the  country. 
No  other  nation  lets  in  so  much  of  foreign  spirits  as 
"we  do.  By  the  enconragement  of  home  industry,  you 
will  lay  a  basis  of  internal  taxation,  when  it  gets 
strong,  that  will  be  steady  and  uniform,  yieldipg  alike 
in  peace  and  in  war.  We  do  not  derive  our  ability 
from  abroad  to  pay  taxes.  That  depends  upon  our 
wealth  and  our  industry  ;  and  it  is  the  same,  whatev- 
er may  be  the  form  of  levying  the  public  contributions. 
But  it  is  urged  that  you  tax  other  interests  of  the 
state  to  sustain  manufacturers.  The  business  of  man- 
ufacturing, if  encouraged,  will  be  open  to  all.  It  is 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  particular  individuals,  who  may 
happen  to  be  engaged  in  it,  that  we  propose  to  foster 
it ;  but  it  is  for  the  general  interest.  We  think  that 
it  is  necessary  to  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  society, 
that  fabrication,  as  well  as  the  business  of  production 
and  distribution,  should  be  supported  and  taken  care 
of.  Now  if  it  be  even  true,  that  the  price  of  the  home 
fabric  will  be  somewhat  higher,  in  the  first  instance, 
than  the  rival  foreign  article,  that  consideration  ought 
not  to  prevent  our  extending  reasonable  protection  to 
the  horae  fabric.     Present  temporary  inconvenience 
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may  be  well  submitted  to,  for  the  sake  of  future  per- 
manent benefit.  If  the  experience  of  all  other  coun 
tries  be  not  utterly  fallacious  ;  if  the  promises  of  the 
manufacturing!  system  be  not  absolutely  illusory,  by 
the  competiti  /n-  which  will  be  ellicited,  in  consequence 
of  your  parental  care,  prices  will  be  ultimately  brought. 
down  to  a  level,  with  the  foreign  commodity.  Now, 
in  a  scheme  of  policy  which  is  devised  for  a  nation, 
we  should  not  limit  our  views  to  its  operation  during 
a  single  year,  or  for  even  a  short  term  of  years.  W« 
should  look  at  its  operation  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  in  war  as  well  as  peace.  Can  there  be  a  doubt 
thus  contemplating  it,  that  we  siiall  be  compert»ated 
by  the  certainty  and  steadiness  of  the  supply,  in  ail 
seasons,  and  the  ultimate  reduction  of  the  price,  for 
any  temporary  sacrifices  we  make?  Take  tlie  exam- 
ple of  salt,  which  the  ingenious  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Archer,]  has  adduced.  He  says  that  du- 
ring the  war  the  price  of  that  article  rose  to  ten  tlollars 
per  bushel,  and  he  asks  whether  you  would  lay  a  duty, 
permanent  in  its  duration,  of  three  dollars  per  bushel, 
to  secure  a  supply  in  war?  I  answer  no  :  1  v/ould  not 
lay  so  high  a  duty.  That  which  is  now  proposed,  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  domestic  production,  is  only 
five  cents  per  bushel.  In  forty  years  the  duty  would 
amount  only  to  two  dollars.  If  the  recurrence  of  war 
shall  be  only  after  intervals  of  forty  years  of  peace, 
and  we  may  expect  it  jirobably  oftener  ;  and  if,  when 
it  does  come,  the  same  price  sliould  again  be  given^, 
there  will  be  a  clear  saving  of  eight  dollars,  by  pro- 
moting the  domestic  fabrication.  All  society  is  an  af- 
fair of  mutual  concession.  If  we  expect  to  derive  the 
benefits  which  are  incident  to  it,  we  must  sustain  our 
reasonable  share  of  its  burdens.  The  great  interests 
which  it  is  intended  to  guard  and  cherish,  must  be  sup- 
ported by  their  reciprocal  action  and  re-action.  The 
harmony  of  its  parts  is  disturbed  ;  the  discipline  which 
is  necessary  to  its  order  is  incomplete,  when  one  of 
the  three  great  and  essential  branches  of  its  industry 
^s  abandoned,  and  unprotected.     If  you  want  to  find 


li©  §       aPEECII    or    MR.    CLAY, 

nu  example  of  order,  of  freedom  from  debt,  of  econo- 
my, of  expenditure  falling  short  of,  rather  than  exceed- 
ing income,  you  will  go  to  the  well  regulated  family 
of  a  farmer.  You  will  go  to  tlie  house  of  such  a  man  as 
Isaac  Shelby.  You  will  not  find  him  fesorting  to  tav- 
erns, engaged  in  broils,  prosecuting  angry  law-suits. 
You  will  behold  every  member  of  his  family  clad  with 
the  produce  of  their  own  hands,  and  usefully  employ- 
ed ;  the  spinning  wheel  and  the  loom  in  motion  by 
day-break.  With  what  pleasure  will  his  wife  carry 
you  to  her  neat  dairy,  lead  you  into  the  store  house, 
and  point  to  the  table  cloths,  the  sheets,  the  counter- 
panes, which  lie  on  this  shelf  for  her  daughter  Sally, 
or  that  for  Nancy,  all  prepared  in  advance,  by  her 
provident  care,  for  the  day  of  their  respective  mar- 
riages. If  you  want  to  see  an  opposite  example,  go  to 
the  house  of  a  man,  who  makes  nothing  at  home,  whose 
family  resorts  to  the  store  for  every  thing.  You  will 
find  him  perhaps  in  the  tavern  or  the  store  at  the  cross 
roads.  He  is  engaged  with  the  rum-grog  on  the  table 
taking  depositions  to  make  out  some  case  of  usury  or 
fraud.  Or  perhaps  he  is  furnishing  to  his  lawyer  the 
materials  to  prepare  a  long  bill  of  injunction  in  some  in- 
tricate case.  The  sheriff  is  hovering  about  his  farm  to 
serve  some  new  writ.  On  court  days  which  he  never  mis- 
ses attending,  you  will  find  him  eagerly  collecting  his 
witnesses  to  defend  himself  against  the  merchants' 
and  doctors'  bills.  Gro  to  his  house  ;  and  after  the 
short  and  giddy  period  that  his  wife  and  daughters 
have  flirted  about  the  country  in  their  calico  and  mus- 
lin gowns,  what  a  scene  of  discomfort  and  distress  is 
presented  you  there !  What  the  individual  family  of 
Isaac  Shelby  is,  I  wish  to  see  the  nation  in  the  aggre- 
gate. But  I  fear  we  shall  shortly  have  to  contemplate 
its  resemblance  in  the  opposite  picture.  If  statesmen 
would  carefully  observe  the  conduct  of  private  indi- 
viduals in  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  they 
would  have  much  surer  guides,  in  promoting  the  in- 
terest of  the  state,  than  the  visionary  speculations  of 
theoretical  writers. 
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The  manufacturing  system  is  not  only  injurious  to 
agriculture,  but,  say  its  opponents,  it  is  injurious  also 
to  foreign  commerce.  AVe  ought  not  to  conceal  from 
ourselves  our  present  actual  position,  in  relation  to 
the  other  powers.  During  the  long  war  which  has  so 
much  convulsed  Europe,  and  which  will  probably  be 
succeeded  by  a  long  peace,  we  transacted  the  com- 
mercial business  of  other  nations,  and  largely  shared, 
with  England,  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world.  NoWj, 
every  other  nation  is  anxiously  endeavouring  to  trans- 
act its  own  business,  to  rebuil  its  marine,  and  to  foster 
its  navigation.  The  consequence  of  the  former  state 
of  things  was,  that  our  mercantile  marine  and  our  com- 
mercial employment  were  enormously  disproportion- 
ate to  the  exchangeable  domestic  produce  of  our  coun- 
try. And  the  result  of  the  latter  will  be,  that,  as  the 
exchanges  betvveen  this  country  and  other  nations 
will  hereafter  consist  principally,  on  our  part,  of  our 
domestic  produce,  that  marine  and  that  employment 
will  be  bix)ught  down  to  what  is  necessary  to  effect 
those  exchanges.  I  regret  exceedingly  this  reduction. 
I  wish  that  the  mercantile  class  could  enjoy  the  same 
extensive  commerce  that  they  did  formerly.  But,  if 
they  cannot,  it  would  be  a  folly  to  repine  at  what  i^  ir- 
recoverably lost,  and  we  should  rather  seek  to  adapt 
ourselves  to  the  new  circumstances  in  which  we  find 
ourselves.  If,  as  I  think,  we  have  reached  the  maxi- 
mum of  the  foreign  demand  fbr  our  three  great  staples, 
cotton,  tobacco  and  flour,  no  man  will  contend  that 
■we  should  go  on  to  produce  more  and  more,  to  be  sen6 
to  the  glutted  foreign  markets,  and  consumed  by  de- 
vouring expenses,  merely  to  give  employment  to  oui 
tonnage  and  our  foreign  commerce.  It  would  be  ex- 
tremely unwise  to  accomodate  our  industry  to  produce, 
not  what  was  wanted  abroad,  but  cargoes  for  our  un 
employed  ships.  I  would  give  our  foreign  trade  eve- 
By  legitimate  encouragement,  and  extend  it  wherever 
it  can  be  extended  profitably..  Hitherto  it  has  been 
stimulated  too  highly  by  the  condition  of  the  workL 
and  our  own  policy  acting  oa  that  condition.     And  we- 
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are  reluctant  to  believe  that  we  mrfst  submit  to  its  ne- 
cessary abridgment.  The  habits  of  trade  ;  the  tempt- 
ing instances  of  enormous  fortunes  which  have  been 
made  by  the  successful  prosecution  of  it,  were  such 
that  we  turn  with  regret  from  the  pursuit  of  it ;  we 
still  cherish  a  lingering  hope  ;  we  persuade  ourselves 
that  something  will  occur,  how  or  what  it  may  be,  we 
know  not,  to  revive  its  former  activity ;  and  we  would 
push  into  every  untried  channel,  grope  through  the 
J)ardanelles  into  the  Black  Sea,  to  restore  its  former 
profits.  1  repeat  it,  let  us  proclaim  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  the  incontestible  truth,  that  our  for- 
eign trade  must  be  circumscribed  by  the  altered  state 
of  the  world;  and,  leaving  it  in  possession  of  all  the 
gains  which  it  can  now  possibly  make,  let  us  present 
motives  to  the  capital  and  labour  of  our  country  to  em- 
ploy themselves  in  fabrication  at  home.  There  is  no 
danger  that  by  a  withdrawal  of  that  portion  which  is 
anprofitably  employed  on  other  objects,  and  an  appli- 
cation of  it  to  fabrication,  our  agriculture  would  be  too 
much  cramped.  The  produce  of  it  would  always  come 
up  to  the  foreign  demand.  Such  are  the  superior  al- 
lurements belonging  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  to  all 
other  branches  of  industry,  that  it  will  always  be  pre- 
ferred when  it  can  be  profitably  followed.  The  for- 
eign demand  would,  in  any  conceivable  state  of  things, 
limit  the  amount  of  the  exportable  produce  of  agricul- 
ture. The  amount  of  our  exportations  would  form 
the  measure  of  our  importations,  and,  whatever  these 
may  be,  they  will  constitute  the  basis  of  the  revenue 
derivable  from  customs. 

The  manufacturing  system  is  favorable  to  the  main- 
tenance of  peace.  Foreign  commerce  is  the  great 
scource  of  foreign  wars.  The  eagerness  with  which  we 
contend  for  every  branch  of  it ;  the  temptations  which  it 
offers,  operating  alike  upon  us  and  on  foreign  compe- 
titors, produce  constant  collisions.  No  country  on 
earth,  by  tlie  extent  of  its  superficies,  the  richness  of  its 
soil,  the  variety  of  its  climate,  contains  within  its  own 
limits  more  abundant  faculties  for  supplying  all  our 
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mtional  uauts,  than  ours  does.  It  is  not  necessary 
or  de-^irable,  however,  to  cut  off  all  intercourse  with 
foreign  powers.  But,  after  securing  a  supply,  with- 
in ourselves,  of  all  the  great  essentials  of  life,  there 
will  be  am  pie  scope  still  left  for  preserving  such  an 
intercourse.  If  we  had  no  intercourse  with  foreign 
states  ;  if  we  adopted  the  policy  of  China,  we  should 
have  no  external  wars  ;  and  in  proportion  as  we  di- 
minish our  dependence  upon  them,  sh  ill  we  lesson  the 
dagger  of  the  recurrence  of  war.  Our  late  war  would 
not  have  existed  if  the  councils  of  the  manufacturers 
in  England  had  been  listened  to.  They  finally  did 
prevail,  in  their  steady  and  persevering  effort  to  pro- 
duce a  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council ;  but  it  was  too 
late  to  prevent  the  war.  Those  who  attribute  to  the 
manufacturing  systeai  the  burthens  and  misfortunes  of 
that  country,  commit  a  great  error.  These  were  prob- 
ably a  joint  result  of  the  operation  of  the  whole  of  her 
systems,  and  a  larger  share  of  it  was  to  be  ascribed  to 
her  foreign  commerce,  and  to  the  ambition  of  her  ru- 
lers, than  to  any  other  cause.  I'he  war  of  our  revo- 
lution, in  which  that  ambition  displayed  its  monstrous 
arrogance  and  pretentions,  laid  the  broad  foundation 
of  that  enormous  debt  under  which  she  now  groans. 

The  tendency  of  reasonable  encouragement  to  our 
home  industry  is  favourable  to  the  preservation  and 
strength  of  our  confederacy.  Now  our  connextion  is 
merely  political.  For  the  sale  of  the  surplus  of  the 
produceof  our  agricultural  labour,  all  eyes  are  constant- 
ly turned  upon  the  markets  of  Liverpool.  There  is 
scarcely  any  of  that  beneficial  intercourse,  the  best  ba- 
sis of  political  connexion,  which  consists  of  the  ex- 
change of  the  produce  of  our  labiur.  Oa  our  maritime 
frontier  there  has  beentoo  muchstimulous,  an  unatural 
activity  ;  in  the  great  interior  of  the  country,  (here  ex- 
ists a  perfect  paralysis.  Encourage  fabrication  at 
home,  and  there  would  instantly  arise  animation  and 
a  healthfull  circulation  througout  all  the  parts  of  the 
republic.  The  cheapness,  and  fertility,  and  quanty 
of  our  waste  land,   offer  such   powerfull  inducements 
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to  cultivation,  that  our  countrymen  are  constantly  en- 
gaging in  it.  1  would  not  check  this  disposition  by 
hard  terms  in  t'le  sale  of  it.  Let  it  be  easily  accessi- 
ble to  all  who  wish  to  acquire  it.  But  1  would  counter- 
A'ail  this  predilection  by  presenting  to  capital  and  la- 
bour motives  for  employment  in  other  branches  of  indus- 
try. Tv'othingis  more  uncertain  than  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  when  we  mainly  rely  upon  foreign  mar- 
kets for  the  sale  of  its  surplus  produce.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  impossible  to  determine,  a  |?no?2,  the  amount 
of  this  surplus  ;  and,  in  the  second,  it  is  equally  im- 
possible to  anticipate  the  extent  of  the  foreign  demand, 
iioth  the  one  and  the  other  depend  upon  Uie  seasons. 
From  the  lluctuations  incident  to  these,  and  from  other 
causes,  it  may  happen  that  the  supplying  country  va  ill, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  have  employed  a  larger 
share  of  its  capital  and  labour  than  is  wise,  in  produc- 
tion to  supply  the  wants  of  the  consuming  countries, 
without  becoming  sensible  of  its  defective  policy.  The 
failure  of  a  market  does  discourage  the  cultivator — he 
renews  his  labours  another  year,  and  he  renews  his 
hopes.  It  is  otherwise  with  manufacturing  industry. 
The  precise  quantum  of  its  produce,  at  least,  can  with 
some  accuracy  be  previously  estimated---and  the  wants 
of  foreign  countries  can  be  witii  some  probabilily  anti- 
cipated. 

I  am  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  even  had  a 
success,  which  I  dare  not  presume,  in  the  endeavour  I 
have  been  making  to  show  that  sound  policy  requires 
a  diversion  of  so  much  of  the  capital  and  labour  of  this 
country  from  other  employments  as  may  be  neccessary 
by  a  difterent  application  of  them,  to  secure,  Avithin 
ourselves,  a  steady  and  adequate  supply  of  the  great 
necessaries  of  life,  I  shall  have  only  established  one 
half  of  wiiat  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  prove.  It  will 
be  still  required,  by  the  other  side,  that  a  second  pro- 
position be  supported  ;  and  that  is,  that  government 
ought  to  present  motives  for  such  a  diversion  and  new 
application  of  labour  and  capital,  by  that  species  of  pro- 
tection which  the  tariff  holds  out.     Gentlemen  say,  we 
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agree  with  you  :  you  are  correct  in  your  first  proposi- 
tiiui,  but  "let  tilings  alone,"  and   all  will  come  right 
in  the  end.    Novv^,  1  agree  with  theui,  that  things  would 
ultimately  get  right;  hnt  not  until  after  a  long  period 
of  disorder  and  distress,  terminating  in  the  impoverish- 
ment, and  perhaps  ruin  of  the  country.     Dissolve  gov- 
ernment, reduce  it  to  its  primitive  elements,  and,  with- 
out any  general  effort  to  reconstruct  it,  there  would  arise 
out  of  the  anarchy  which   would  ensue,  partial  combi- 
nations for  the  purpose  of  individual  protection,  which 
would  finally  lead  to  a  social  form,  competent  to  the 
conservation  of  peace  within,  and  the  repulsion  of  force 
from  without.     Yet  no  one  would  say,  in  such  a  state 
of  anarchy,  let  things  alone  !  If  gentlemen,  by  their  fa- 
vorite maxim,  mean  only  that  within  the  bosom  of  the 
state,  things  are  to  be  left  alone,  and  eacii  individual, 
and  each  branch  of  industry,  allowed  to  pursue  their 
respective  interests,  without  giving  a  preference  to  ei- 
ther, 1  subscribe  to  it.     But  if  they  give  it  a  more  com- 
prehensive import ;  if  they  require  that  things  are  to  be 
left  alone,  in  respect  not  only  to  interior  action,  but  as 
to  exterior  action  also  ;  not  only  as  regards  the  opera- 
tion of  our  own  goverment  upon  the  mass  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  state,  but  as  it  relates  to  the   opperation  of 
foreign  governments  likewise  operating  upon  that  mass, 
1  dissent  from  it. 

The  maxim,  in  this  enlarged  sense,  is  indeed  every 
where  proclaimed  ;  but  no  where  practised.  It  is  truth 
in  the  bo  )ks  of  European  political  economists.  It  is 
error  in  the  practical  code  of  every  European  state.  It 
is  not  applied,  where  it  is  most  applicable  ;  itis  attemp- 
ted to  be  introduced  here,  where  it  is  least  applicable  ; 
and  even  here  its  friends  propose  to  limit  it  to  the  single 
branch  of  manufacturing  industry,  whilst  every  other 
interest  is  encouraged  a. id  protected,  according  to  the 
policy  of  Europe.  fhe  maxim  would  best  suit  Eu- 
rope, where  each  interest  Is  adjusted  and  arranged  to 
every  other,  by  causes  operating  during  many  centu- 
ries. Every  thing  there  has  talien  and  preserved  its 
ancient  position.    Tiie  house  that  was  built  ccnturic:^ 
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ago,  is  occupied  by  the  descendants  of  its  original  con- 
structor. If  one  could  rise  up  after  the  lapse  of  ages, 
and  enter  an  Europian  shop,  he  would  see  the 
game  hammer  at  work,  on  the  same  anvil  or  last, 
and  almost  by  the  same  hand.  There  every  thing  has 
found  its  place  and  its  level,  and  every  thing,  one  would, 
think,  might  there  be  safely  left  alone.  But  the  poli- 
cy of  the  European  states  is  otiierwise — here  every 
thing  is  new  and  unfixed — neither  the  state,  nor  the 
individuals  who  compose  it,  have  yet  settled  down  iu 
their  firm  and  permanent  positions. 

There  is  a  constant  tendency,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
tent of  our  public  domain,  towards  productiim  for  foreign 
markets.  !'he  maxim  in  the  comprehensive  sense  I 
am  considering  it,  requires,  t,  entitle  it  to  observation, 
two  conditions,  neither  of  which  exists.  First,  that 
there  should  be  perpetual  peace  :  and,  secondly,  that 
the  maxim  should  be  every  where  respected.  When 
war  breaks  out,  that  free  and  general  circulation  of  the 
produce  of  industry  among  the  nations,  which  it  recom- 
mends, is  interrupted  ;  and  the  nation  that  depends 
upon  a  foreign  supply  of  its  necessaries,  must  be  sub- 
jected to  the  greatest  inconvenience.  If  it  be  not  every 
Vv'here  observed,  there  will  be,  between  the  nations 
that  do  not,  and  the  nation  that  does,  conform  to  it,  an 
inequality  alike  condemned  by  honor  and  by  interest. 
If  there  be  no  reciprocity  ;  if,  on  the  one  side,  there  is 
perfect  freedom  of  trade,  and  on  the  other  a  code  of 
odious  restrictions,  will  gentlemen  still  contend  that 
we  are  to  submit  to  such  an  ujipioli table  and  degra- 
ding intercourse?  Will  they  require  that  w^e  shall 
act  upon  the  social  system,  whilst  every  other  power 
acts  upon  the  selfish  ?  Will  they  demand  of  us  to 
throw  widely  upon  our  ports  to  every  nation,  whilst 
all  other  nations  entirely  or  partly  occlude  theirs 
against  our  productions?  It  is,  indeed,  possible,  that 
some  pecuniary  advantage  might  be  enjoyed  by  our 
country,  in  prosecuting  the  remnant  of  trade  which 
the  c(uitracte(l  p(dicy  of  other  powers  leaves  us.  But 
what  security  is  there  for  our  continuing  to  enjoy  even 
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that?  And  is  national  honor,  is  national  independence, 
to  count  for  nothing?  I  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
restrictions  with  which  we  are  every  where  presented 
in  foreign  countries.  I  will  content  myself  with  as- 
serting, that  they  take  nothing  from  us  which  they  can 
produce  themselves,  even  upon  worse  terms  than  we 
could  supply  them.  Take,  again,  as  an  example,  the 
English  corn  laws.  America  presents  the  image  of  a 
fine  generous  hearted  young  fello  v,  who  h  is  just  come 
to  the  possession  of  a  rich  estate  ;  an  estate  which,  how- 
ever, requires  careful  management.  S*e  makes  noth- 
ing ;  he  buys  every  thing — he  is  surrounded  by  a 
a  parcel  of  Jews,  each  holding  out  his  hand  with  a 
packet  of  buttons  or  pins,  or  some  other  commodity, 
for  sale.  If  he  ask  these  Jews  to  buy  any  thing  which 
his  estate  produces,  they  tell  him  no ;  it  is  not  for  our 
interest  ;  it  is  not  for  yours.  Take  this  new  book, 
says  one  of  them,  on  political  economy,  and  you  will 
there  perceive  it  is  for  your  interest  to  buy  from  us, 
and  let  things  alone  in  your  own  country.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  to  whom  I  have  already  refer- 
red, has  surrendered  the  whole  argument,  in  the  ex- 
ample of  the  East  India  trade.  He  thinks  that  be- 
cause India  takes  nothing  but  specie  from  us  ;  because 
there  is  not  a  reciprocal  exchange  between  us  and  In- 
dia, of  our  respective  productions,  that  the  trade  ought 
to  be  discontinued.  Xow  I  do  not  agree  with  him 
that  it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  though  I  would  put  it 
under  considerable  restrictions,  when  it  comes  in  com- 
petition with  the  fabrics  of  our  country.  If  the  want" 
of  entire  reciprocity  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  total 
abandonment  of  a  particular  branch  of  trade,  the  same 
principle  requires  that,  where  there  are  some  restric- 
tions on  the  one  side,  they  should  be  countervailed  by 
equal  restrictions  on  the  other. 

But  this  maxim,  according  to  which  gentlemen  would 
have  us  abandon  the  home  industry  of  the  country  to 
tiie  influence  of  the  restrictive  systems  of  other  coun- 
tries, without  an  effort  to  protect  and  preserve  it,  is 
not  itself  observed  by  the  same  gentlemen,  in  regard  to 
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the  great  interests  of  the  nation.  We  pioteci  our  fish- 
eries by  bounties  and  drawbacks — we  protect  our 
tonnage,  by  excluding  or  restrictiu:;  foreign  tonnage, 
exactly  as  our  tonnage  is  excluded  or  restricted  by  for- 
eign states.  We  passed,  a  year  or  two  ago,  the  bill  to 
prohibit  British  navigation  from  the  West  India  colo- 
nies of  that  power  to  the  United  States,  because  ours 
is  shut  out  from  them.  The  session  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  law,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
and  T,  almost  alone,  urged  the  house  to  pass  it.  But 
the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next  session,  when 
it  was  passed  by  nearly  an  unanimous  vote  ;  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  and  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  [Messrs.  Barbour  and  Tyler,]  voting 
with  the  majority.  We  have  now  upon  our  table  oth- 
er bills  connected  with  that  object,  and  proposing  res- 
trictictions  upon  the  French  tonnage,  to  countervail 
theirs  upon  ours,  I  shall  with  pleasure  vote  for  these 
measures.  We  protect  our  foreign  trade,  by  consuls, 
l)y  a  navy,  by  fortifications,  by  squadrons  constantly 
acting  abroad,  by  war,  and  by  a  variety  of  commercial 
regulations  in  our  statute  book.  The  whole  system 
of  the  general  government,  from  its  first  formation  to 
the  present  time,  consits  almost  exclusively  in  one  un- 
remitting endeavor  to  nourish,  and  protect,  and  defend 
the  foreign  trade.  Why  have  not  all  these  great  in- 
terests been  left  to  t!ie  operation  of  the  gentleman's 
favorite  maxim  ?  Sir,  it  is  perfectly  right  that  we 
should  have  afforded  this  protection.  And  it  is  per- 
fectly right,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  we  should 
extend  the  principle  of  it  to  the  home  industry.  I  am 
a  friend  to  a  foreign  trade,  but  I  protest  against  its 
being  the  monopolist  of  all  the  favour  and  care  of  this 
government. 

But,  sir,  friendly  as  I  am  to  the  existence  of  domes- 
tic manufactures,  1  would  not  give  t!iem  unreasonable 
encouragement,  l)y  protecting  duties.  Tiieir  growth 
ought  to  be  gradual,  but  sure.  1.  I)elieve  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  |>i  csent  period  highly  favourable  to 
their  success.     But  they  are  the  youngest  and  weak- 
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est  interest  of  the  state.  Agriculture  wants  but  little 
or  no  protection  against  the  regulations  of  foreign  pow- 
ers. The  advantages  of  our  position,  and  the  cheap- 
ness and  abundance  and  fertility  of  our  kind,  afford  to 
that  greatest  interest  of  the  state  almost  all  the  protect 
tion  it  wants.  As  it  should  be,  it  is  strong  and  flour- 
ishing ;  or,  if  it  be  not,  at  this  moment,  prosperous, 
it  is  not  because  its  produce  is  not  ample,  but  because, 
depending  as  we  do  altogether  upon  a  foreign  market, 
for  the  sale  of  the  surplus  of  that  produce,  tlie  foreign 
market  is  glutted.  Our  foreign  tiade,  having  almost 
exclusively  engrossed  the  protecting  care  of  govern- 
ment, wants  no  farther  legislative  aid.  And  whatever 
depression  it  may  now  experience,  is  attributable  to 
causes  beyond  the  control  of  this  government.  The 
abundance  of  capital,  indicated  by  the  avidity  with 
which  loans  are  sought,  at  the  reduced  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  the  reduction  in  the  wages  of  labour,  and  the  de- 
cline in  the  price  of  property  of  every  kind,  as  well  as 
that  of  agricultural  produce,  all  concur  favorably  for 
domestic  manufactures.  Now,  as  when  we  arranged 
the  existing  tariff,  is  the  auspicious  moment  for  gov- 
ernment to  step  in  and  cheer  and  countenance  them. — 
We  did  too  little  then,  and  I  endeavoured  to  warn 
this  house  of  the  effects  of  inadequate  protection.  We 
were  called  upon,  at  that  time,  by  the  previous  pled- 
ges which  we  had  g^^en,  by  the  inundation  of  foreign 
fabrics  which  was  to  be  anticipated  from  their  free  ad- 
mission after  the  termination  of  the  war,  and  by  the 
lasting  interests  cf  this  country,  to  give  tiiem  efficient 
support.  We  did  not  do  it;  let  us  no\v  repeat  the  er- 
ror. Our  great  mistake  has  been  in  the  irregularity 
of  the  action  of  the  measures  of  this  government  upon 
manufacturing  industry.  At  one  period  it  is  stimula- 
ted too  high  ;  and  then,  by  an  opposite  course  of  policy, 
it  is  precipitated  into  a  condition  of  depression  too  low. 
First,  there  came  the  embargo^  non-intercourse  and 
other  restrictive  measures  followed,  and  then  that  great- 
est of  all  stimulants  to  domestic  fabrication,  war.  Du- 
ring all  that  long  time,  we  were   adding  to  the  posi- 
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tive  effect  of  the  measures  of  government,  all  the  mor- 
al eucourageinent  whi.h  results  from  popular  resolves, 
and  other  manifestations  of  the  public  will  and  the  pub- 
lic wish  to  foster  our  home  manufactures,  and  to  ren- 
der our  confederacy  independent  of  foreig.i  powers. — 
The  peace  ensued,  aud  the  country  was  flooded  witli 
the  fabrics  of  other  countries  ;  and  we,  forgetting  all 
our  promises,  coolly  and  philosophically  talk  of  leav- 
ing things  to  themselves ;  making  up  for  our  deficien- 
cy of  practical  good  sense,  by  the  stores  of  learning 
which  we  collect  from  the  theoretical  writers.  I,  too, 
sometimes  amuse  myself  with  the  visions  of  these  wri- 
ters, as  1  do  with  ihose  of  metaphysicians  and  novel- 
ists ;  and,  if  I  do  not  forget,  one  of  the  best  among 
them  enjoins  upon  a  country  to  protect  its  industry 
against  the  injurious  influence  operating  upon  it  from 
the  prohibitions  and  resrictions  of  foreign  countries. 

Monuments  of  the  sad  effects,  upon  our  manufactures, 
of  the  fluctuating  policy  of  the  councils  of  the  union 
in  regard  to  them,  abound  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Villages,  and  parts  of  villages,  which  sprang  up  but 
yesterday  in  the  western  country,  under  the  excitement 
to  which  I  have  referred,  are  perishing  and  abando- 
ned.    In  New  England,  in  passing  along  the  highway, 
one  frequently  sees  large  spacious  buildings,  with  the 
glass  broken  out  of  the  windows,  the  shutters  hanging 
in  ruinous  disorder,  cheerless,  without  any  appearance 
of  activity,  and  surrounded  by  a  solitary  gloom.     Up- 
on enqiiiiing  what  they  are,  you  are  almost  always  in- 
formed that  they  w^ere  some  cotton  or  other  factory, 
whicii  their  proprietors  could  no  longer  keep  in  motion 
against  the  overwhelming  pressure  of  foreign  competi- 
tion.    Gentlemen  ask  for  facts  to  show  the  propriety 
of  protection  to  our  manufactures.     Do  they  want  stron- 
ger evidence  ?     They  ask  why  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustry is  now  resumed  under  the  encouraging  auspices 
of  the  present  time  ?  Sir,  there  is  general  dismay  ; — 
there  is  want  of  heart;  there  is  the  greatest  moral  dis- 
couragement.    A   man  who  engages  in  manufacturing 
business  is  thought  by  his  friends  to  be  deranged. — 
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Who  will  go  to  the  site  on  which    the  ruins  of  Car- 
thage or  Balbec,  to  rebuild  there  a  city  ?     Let  govern- 
ment commeoce  a  systematic,  but  moderate,  support  of 
this  important  branch  of  our  industry.   Let  it  announce 
the  fixed  purpose,  that  the  protection  of  it,  against  tlui 
influence  of  the  measures  of  foreign  governments,  enters 
into  the  scope  of  our  national  policy.     Let  us  substi- 
tute to  the  irregular  action  of  our  measures  one  that 
shall  be  steady  and  uniform  :  and  hoj.e  and  animation 
and  activity  will  again  revive.     The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Lowndes]  offered  a  resolution, 
which  tbe  house  rejected,  having  for  its  object  to  as- 
certain the  profits  now  made  upon  capital  employed 
in  manufacturing.     It  is  not,  I  repeat  it,  the  individu- 
als, but  the  interest  we  wish  protected.     From  the  in- 
finite variety  of  circumstances  under  which  different 
manufacturing  establishments  are  situated,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  any  information,  such  as  the  gentleman  de- 
sires, could  be  obtained,  that  ought  to  guide  the  judg- 
ment of  this  house.     It  may  happen  that  of  two  estab- 
lishments engaged  in  the  same  species  of  fabrication, 
one  will  be  prospering  and  the  other  labouring. — 
Take  the  example  of  the  Waltham  manufactory  near 
Boston,  and  the    Brunswick  in  Maine.     The  former 
has  the  advantages  of  a  fine  water  situation,  a  mana- 
ger of  excellent  information,  entnusiastically  devoted 
to  its  success,  a  machinist  of  a  most  inventive  genius, 
who  is  constantly  making  some  new  improvement,  and 
who  has  carried  the  water  loom  to  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion which  it  has  not  attained  in  England,  and  such  as 
to  reduce  the  cost  of  weaving  a  yard  of  cloth,  adapt- 
ed to  shirting,  to  less  than  one  cent  per  yard ;  and  it  is 
abundantly  supplied  with  capital  by  several  ricli  cap- 
italists in  Boston.     These  gentle  nen  have  the  most  ex- 
tensive correspondence  with  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.     Owing  to  this  extraordinary  combination  of 
favourable  circumstances,  the  Waltham  establishment 
is  doing  pretty  well ;  whilst  that  of  Brunswick,  not 
possessing  all  of  them  but  perhaps  as  many  as  would 
enable  it,  under  adequate  protection,  to  flourish;  is  la- 
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bouring  hai'd.  Would  gentlemen  infer,  from  the  sue- 
cess  of  a  few  institutions  having  peculiar  advantages, 
which  form  exceptions  to  the  languishing  condition  of 
manufacturing  industry,  that  there  exists  no  necessity 
for  protection  ?  In  the  most  discouraging  state  of  trade 
and  navigation,  there  were,  no  doubt,  always  some 
few  individuals  who  were  successful  in  prosecuting 
them.  AVould  it  be  fair  to  argue,  from  these  rare  in- 
stances, against  any  measure  brought  forward  to  re- 
vive their  activity  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Whit- 
man,] has  manifested  peculiar  hostility  to  the  tariff, 
and  has  allowed  himself  to  denominate  it  a  mad  quix- 
otic, ruinous  scheme.  The  gentleman  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  quarter  (the  west)  from  which  it  comes.  To 
give  higher  tone  and  more  effect  to  the  gentleman^s  de- 
clamation, which  is  vague  and  indefinite,  he  has  even 
assumed  a  new  place  in  this  house.  Sir,  I  would  ad- 
vise the  gentleman  to  return  to  his  ancient  position, 
moral  and  physical.  It  was  respectable  and  useful. 
The  honourable  gentleman  professes  to  be  a  friend  to 
manufacturers  !  And  yet  he  has  found  an  insurmount- 
able constitutional  impediment  to  their  encouragement, 
of  which,  as  no  other  gentleman  has  relied  upon  it,  I 
shall  leave  him  in  the  undisturbed  possession.  The 
Jionourable  gentleman  a  friend  to  manufacturers ! — 
And  yet  he  has  delivered  a  speech,  marked  by  pecu- 
liar emphasis,  the  whole  of  which  is  against  their  pra- 
tcction.  The  honourable  gentleman  a  friend  to  manu- 
factures !  And  yet  he  requires,  if  his  constitutional  dif- 
ficulty could  be  gotten  over,  such  an  arrangement  of 
the  tariff  as  shall  please  him,  although  every  one 
else  should  be  dissatisfied.  The  intimation  is  not 
new,  of  the  presuraptuousness  of  western  politicians, 
in  endeaaouring  to  contribute  to  give  to  the  policy  of 
this  country  such  a  direction  as  will  assert  its  honour 
and  sustain  its  interests.  It  was  first  made  whilst 
the  measures  preparatory  to  the  late  war  were  under 
consideration,  and  it  now  probably  emanates  from  the 
same  quarter.     The  predilection  of  the  school  of  the 
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Essex  Junto  for  foreign  trade  and  for  British  fabrics— 
I  am  far  from  insinuating  that  other  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  tariff  are  actuated  by  any  such  spi- 
rit— is  unconquerable.      We  disregarded  the  intima- 
tion when  it  was  first  made ;  we  shall  be  uninfluenced 
by  it  now.     If,  indeed,  there  were  the  least  color  for 
the  assertion,  that  the  foreign  trade  is  to  be  crushed 
by  the  tariff,  is  it  not  strange  that  the  whole  of  the  re- 
presentation from  all  our  great  commercial  seaports 
should  unite  to  destroy  it?     The  member  from  Bos- 
ton,  to  whose  national  and  disinterested  coarse  1  am 
happy,  on  this,  as  on  many  other  occasions,  to  be  able 
to  testify  ;  the  representatives  from  the  city  of  New^ 
York,  from  Pliiladelphia,  and  from  Baltimore,  all  en- 
tered into  this  confederacy  to  destroy  it,  by  support- 
ing this  mad  and  ruinous  tariff.     Some  gentlemen  as- 
sert that  it  is  too  comprehensive — that  it  leaves  no  im- 
portant interest  unprovided  for,  recommends  it  to  me. 
The  same  gentlemen,  or  others,  if  it  had  been  more 
limited,  and  would  have  objected  to  its  partial  opera- 
tion.    The  general  measure  of  the  protection  which  it 
communicates,  is  pronounced  to  be  immoderate  and 
enormous.     Yet  no  one  ventures  to  enter  into  a  speci- 
fication of  the  particular  articles  of  which  it  is  compo- 
sed, to  show  that  it  deserves  thus  to  be  characterized. 
The  article  of  molasses  has,  indeed,  been  selected  out, 
and  held  up,  as   an  instance  of  the  alleged  extrava- 
gance.    The  existing  tariff  imposes  a  duty  of  5  cents  ; 
the  proposed  tariff  10  cents,  per  gallon.      We  tax,  ve- 
ry high,  foreign  spirits,  and  yet  we  let  in  with  a  very 
low  duty,  foreign  molasses,  which  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  rum  in  disguise,  filling  the  place  of  so  much 
domestic   spirits.     If  the  manufacture  of  spirits  from 
molasses   should   somewhat  decline,   under  the  new 
tariff,  the  manufacture  of  spirits  from  tlie  raw  muteri- 
ttl,  produced  at  home,  will  be  extended  in  tlie  same 
degree.     Besides  the  incidental  advantage  of  increas- 
ing the  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain,    there  was 
hardly  any  item  in  the  tariff  which  combined  so  many 
interests  in  supporting  the  proposed  rate  of  duty. — 


.t34!  SPEECH    OF   MR.    CLAY, 

The  grain  growing  country,  and  tlie  culture  of  cane, 
M'ould  be  all  benefited  by  tlie  duty.     Its  operation  is 
said,  however,  to  be  injurious  on  a  certain  quarter  of 
the  union.     It  is  not  to  l>e  denied,  that  each  particular 
section  of  the  country  would  feel  some  one  or  more 
articles  of  the  tariff  to  bear  hard  upon  it,   during;  a 
short  period ;  but  the  compensation  was  to  be  found 
in  the  more  favourable   operation  of  others.     Now  I 
am  fully  persuaded  tliat,  in  the  first  instance,  no  part 
of  the  union  would  more  largely  share  than  New  Eng- 
land, in  the   aggregate,  of   the  benefits  resulting  from 
the  tariff.     The  habits  of  economy  of  her  people,  their 
industry,  their  skill,  their  noble  enterprize,   the  stim- 
ulating effects  of  their  more  rigorous  climate,  all  tend 
to  insure  to  her  the  first  and  the  richest  fruits  of  the 
tariff.     The  middle  and  the  western  states  would  come 
in  afterwards  for  their  portion,   and  all  would  share 
in  the  advantage  of  internal  exchange  and  circulation. 
No  quarter  of  the  union  could   urge,  with  a  more  ill 
grace  than  New  England,   objections  to  a  measure, 
having  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  the  whole  ;  for  no  quarter  of  the  union  participates 
more  extensively  in  the  benefits  flowing  from  the  gen- 
eral government.     Her  tonnage,  her  fisheries,  her  for- 
eign trade,  have  been  constantly  objects  of  federal  care. 
There  is  expended  the  greatest  portion  of  the   public 
revenue.      The   building  of  the   public  ships;    their 
equipments  ;  the  expenses  incident  to  their  remaining 
in  port,  chiefly  take    place  there.     That  great  drain 
upon   the  revenue  of  the  revolutionary  pension  law, 
tends  principally  to  New  England.     I  do  not  complain 
of  these  advantages  which  she  enjoys.     She  is,  proba- 
bly, fairly  entitled  to  them.     But  gentlemen  from  that 
quarter  may,   at  least,  be  justly  reminded  of  them, 
when  they  complain  of  the  onerous  effect  of  one  or  two 
items  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  frankly  own  that  I  feel  great  sol- 
icitude for  the  success  of  this  bill.  The  independence 
of  my  country  on  all  foreign  states,  as  it  respects  a 
supply  of  our  essential  wants,  has  ever  been  with  me  a 
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favourite  object.  The  war  of  our  revolution  effected 
our  political  emancipation.  The  last  war  contributed 
greatly  towards  achieving  our  commercial  freedom. — 
But  our  entire  independence  will  only  be  consummated 
after  the  policy  of  this  bill  shall  be  recognized  and 
adopted.  We  have  great  difficulties  to  contend  with ; 
old  habits,  colonial  usages,  the  obduracy  of  the  coloni- 
al spirit,  the  enormous  profits  of  a  foreign  trade,  pros* 
ecuted  under  favourable  circumstances,  which  no  lon- 
ger continue.  I  will  not  despair ;  the  ^ause,  I  verily 
believe,  is  the  cause  of  the  country  ;  It  m^y  be  postpo- 
ned ;  it  may  be  frustrated  for  the  moment  5  but  it  must 
finally  prevail.  Let  us  endeavour  to  acquire  for  the 
present  congress  the  merit  of  laying  this  solid  founda- 
tion of  the  national  prosperity.  If,  as  I  thuik,  fatally 
for  the  public  interest,  the  bill  shall  be  defuated,  what 
shall  be  the  character  of  the  account  which  we  shall 
have  to  render  our  constituents  upon  our  return  among 
them  ?  We  shall  be  asked,  what  have  you  done  to  rem- 
edy the  disorders  of  the  public  currency  ?  Why,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  us  a  long  report  on. 
that  matter,  containing  much  valuable  information, 
and  some  very*good  reasoning  ;  but,  upon  the  whole^ 
we  found  the  subject  rather  above  our  comprehension, 
and  we  concluded  that  it  was  wisest  to  let  it  regulate 
itself.  What  have  you  done  to  supply  the  deficit  in 
the  treasury?  We  thought  that,  although  you  are  all 
endeavouring  to  get  out  of  banks,  it  was  a  very  good 
time  for  us  to  go  into  them,  and  we  liave  authorized  a 
loan.  You  have  done  something,^  tlieti,  certainly,  on 
the  subject  of  retrenchment.  Here,  at  home,  we  are 
practising  the  greatest  economy  ;  and  onr  daugliters 
no  longer  able  to  wear  calico  gowns,  are  obliged  to 
put  on  homespun.  Why,  we  have  saved,  by  the  in- 
defatigable exertions  of  a  member  from  Tennessee, 
[General  Cocke,]  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  were 
wanted  for  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition.  No,  not 
quite  so  much  ;  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  of  that  sum 
are  still  wanted,  although  we  stopped  the  expidition 
at  the  Council  Bluffs.     And   we  have    saved  anotb"- 
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sum,  which  we  hope  will  give  you  great  satisfaction. 
After  near  two  days  debate,  and  a  division  between 
the  two  houses,  we  struck  off  two  hundred   dollars 
from  the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Attorney  General. 
What  have  you  done  to  protect  the  home  industry  from 
the  effects  of  the  contracted  policy  of  foreign  powers  ? 
We  thought  it  best,  after  much  deliberation,  to  leave 
things  alone  at  home,  and  to  continue  our  encourage- 
ment to  foreign  industry.      AVell,  surely    you  have 
passed  some  l»vr  to  reanimate  and  revive  the  hopes  of 
the  numerous  bankrupts  that  have  been  made  by  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  world,  and  the  ru- 
inous effects  of  ou^  own  policy  ?  No ;  the  senate  could 
not  agree  on  that  subject ;  and  the  bankrupt  hill  failed  ! 
Can  we  plead,  sir,  ignorance  of  the  general  distress, 
and  of  the  ardent  wishes  of  the  community  for  that  pro- 
tection of  its  industry,  which  this  bill  proposes  ?  No, 
sir,  daily  almost  through  the  session,  have  we  been  re- 
ceiving petitions,  with  which  our  table  is  now  loaded, 
imploring  us  to  extend  this  protection.      Unanimous 
resolutions  from  important  state  legislatures  have  cal- 
led upon  us  to  do  it,  and  the  people  of  whole  states, 
almost  in  mass ;  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Ohio,  have  transmitted  to  us  their  earnest 
and  humble  petitions  to  encourage  the  home  industry. 
Let  us  not  disappoint  their  just  expectations.     Let  us 
manifest,  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  that  congress  does 
not  deserve  the  reproaches  which  have  been  cast  on  it, 
of  insensibility  to  the  wants  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
people. 
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